Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 












I 
I 



i 

I 

i 

t 

I 



It 






PBE8EHTED 



.CAJUBKIDGE. 












'" ■ ■> f 



i: 



' • / 



'• •. ■ . i\ 



o 



COLLECTION 



OF 



LETTERS 



M^LAriVL TO FOREIGN MISSIONS; 



CONTAINING SEVERAL OP MELVILL HORNE S 



" LETTERS ON MISSIONS," 



AND INTERESTING COMMUNICATIONS 



FROM r§REI€N mSSJ§NJRlES* 



INTERSPERSED WITH OTHER EXTRACTS, 



/ I ' 



••••• ■••• 



AN DOVER : 



Printed by Galen Ware. 



i8io. 



{^FRICM TMJRTr 9MNT9-2 




LETrERS 

ON 

MISSIONS. 

Addressed to the Protestant Ministers of the 
British Churches. By melvill horni, 
Late Chaplain of Sierra Leone in Africa. 



FIRST LETTER. 



[I6T1Y» 



i. i^:! ij.ider I3 requested to coiiect with hlz i^jix 
e/ol'cwingi which are the principal errors, before he -Ij 
?j\'. trc book. of 

lb. 

i^' 1, iins. 9, for Immortalities, read immoralities* *" 

':■'• ' 33, — them the, read them to the. »cr 

--{• ~ 3^j — many, read may. icr 

15 c» . 1 6, — pity, read piet^fc. «)• 

20, — -6, — tophies, read trophies. of 

— J 8, — genemil, read generally. 'i^e 

A ..' , { 3, — d^t h, read death, of 

4l> 3> — knowlede, read knowledge. *3- 

4i J 34 > — ourselaes, read oux selves. -Mtf 

— , .36, — every, read very. mc 

47> — -5> — pirit, read spirit. Clf 

CO.-^-^i 7 — oy, read joy. )ttr 

cio,— — 56, — wedier, read whether. <Wi 

: I . -: 23, — tophies, read trophies. 

^.:»f>. — rorm, read from. 
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LETrERS 

ON 

MISSIONS. 

Addressed to the Protestant Ministers of the 
British Churches. By melvill horni, 
Late Chaplain of Sierra Leone in Africa. 



FIRST LETTER. 

FATH!?».n AMB iKBTHRfiM IH THB GOSPEL tflVIST&Yf 

FROM the pulpit, and from the press, we frequendj 
!}far loii J calls on Christians to respect the inteiests o£ 
their several Churches. One while, we of tlie Estab*- 
IishnK.nt turn the attention of our breckrer "^o the a* 
larmiiifT progress of Dissenters, and exhort each other 
10 a bkilful opposition against Sectaries. Another 
while. Dissenters rouse the languid zeal of thtir peo- 
ple, deiiCanting on the excellence of their own modes of 
faith and worship^ and indulging yehemeat iavective 
^gainbt the avarice, the sloth, and the lordliness of 
Ept&copalians. We talk of the Interests of the Estab^ 
iirhmentf the Dissenting Causey the Baptist and Independent 
Interests, the Methodist Cause, and the like, until we lose 
S'ght of the Christian Cause f the Com nun Interats of 
iTiwkin^, and the dilnjent, peaceable Krvice of our 
Master. Thus do we fomke the smblime of reliftM 
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sipIc into the meanness of p.utizans, and inspire our 
£ocks with a fierce, sedlarian zeal. We first baptise 
our secular interests and evil tempers into the n-imc of 
the disinterested and lowly Jcsu^ ; and, then, contend 
for them, with as much warmth and pertinacity, as tho* 
they involved our salvation. Is not this to fight for 
Bar abbas, and to crucify Jems ? 

While we are engaged after this goodly sort, infidel- 
ity increases, immortalities are multiplied, the spirit of 
the world domineers in the Church ; and its pomps 
and vanities insult the standard of tlic cross. While 
the Ministers of Christ sleep, and indulge their ease ; 
while they sacrifice to the graces and muses ; while 
they aspire tc the reputation of polite learnin?, or pro- 
found science ; while they toil in philosophical research, 
or in planting and watering the tree of civil liberty-, 
our Adversary sleepi not. With unwearied vigil-'.roe, 
he makes head against the kingdom of C:irist ; ar.d, 
not content wiih possessing hij own domnionj in p?ac^, 
he wars on xli^i Lttle territory of Jc.su'>, niikes boia in- 
roads into the heart of Ch:istenJom, uud stiives to ciii- 
possess us of what we hive won fr 'Hi liis caii^ir.^, by 
the labor of ages, and with the blood of an army of 
martyrs. 

But a few years have elapsed, since a learned Eng- 
lishman entered upon a calculation to shoA', thu 
were die habitable world divided into thirty parts, 
nineteen would be claimed by the Heatiien, six would 
fall to the Mahometan, and five only would remain to be 
apportioned among the divided followers of the catho- 
lic Jesus. Whether this calculation be strictly acyurate 
is of trivial consequence ; but we mutt all be deeply 
affected by the lamentable view of human nature 
•which it affords us. Alas 1 if every sincere Christian 
may say, with the Psalmist, My heart teacheth me the 
liiickedneis of the ungodly ; and, if to this, he may 
add, as we.all allow he may, My own house, my own 
favorite sccti my own privileged country, and the 
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Chrisdan Church, give sad testlmonj to the ezteniive 
sovereignty exercbed by the God of this world* To 
what conclusion are we led with respect to the religious 
state of the Heathen and Mahometan nations ? 

The conclusion is obvious : if the nature of man be 
essentially the same* in every age and climate ; and 
if the Christian religion be true^ the jpeopley who have 
not our advantages* must greatly suffer from the want 
of them ; and bad as Christendom is« the Heathen 
world must be much worse* being sunk more deeply 
than ourselves in positive ignorance and vice. If this 
mode of reasoning be thought exceptionable, I appeal 
to matter of fact* as far as we are acquainted with it* by 
those who have visited foreign parts* and have given us a 
candidaccount of the manners of their inhabitants. Should 
a more elaborate proof be required* it cannot be called for 
by any man to whom these letters are addressed. Chris- 
tian Ministers are too well acquainted with the grand, 
exclusive privilege of Christianity, to admit a doubt 
of what I assert. Whatever sentiments, Reverend 
Brethren* may be entertained by others on this subject 
you cannot be ungratehxl for the blessings of revelation, 
and while you rejoice in those blessings* you must have 
a benevolent desire to communicate them to a people* 
nuho knonu mt the only true God and Jesiu Christ whom he- 
bath sent. 

When we consider this deep spiritual poverty of a 
major part of our fellow-men* we are admonished* that 
it becomes us to do something for their relief. On 
this we seem agreed ; but, I am sorry to remark, 
that we agree* more generally* to neglect our duty, 
than to acknowrledge its obligation. Satisfied with the 
cold approbation of a duty* which it is impossible for 
us not to feel* we dismiss prospects of wretchedness too 
oppressive for our faith and love ; and console our- 
selves with the unintelligible hope* that the Almighty 
will execute* somehow, and at some time* by wormier 
hands, a work too great, and too dangerous* for us lit- 
tle men. 
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Fathers, Brethren, Ministers of Christ, m the pres- 
ence of God, I charge you — I charge myseh", wiih be- 
traying the grand interests of our master, by refusing 
to propagate his gospel. I charge you with the habit- 
ual, open violation of Christ's command, Go^ preach the 
gospel to every creature, I charge you with the unspeak- 
able guilt of burying in a napkin, those unsearch:ible 
riches, which the Apostle St. Paul thought it the hon- 
or of his life to preach to the Gentiles. Lastly, I 
charge you with doing this without shame, without 
remorse, and almost without an effort to do the con- 
trary. These, Reverend Brethren, are heavy charges ; 
but I shall net find it difficult to avoid the punishment 
of a calumniator, by subbtantiating them in the pro- 
gress of these letters, which have for their object the 
spread of tht Gospel, and the salvation of the Hea- 
then. 

To this object, therefore, I solicit your attention. 
And, by the mercies of God, I beseech you — by the 
blood of Jesus, and by our common hope, grant me a 
patient hearing. Suffer not my obscurity to operate 
as a prejudice against the cause I pleid. I neither de- 
precate your censure, nor dare I despise it. But per- 
mit me to hope, that no infelicities of uyle, nor defect 
of genius, nor of judgment, with which the subject 
is proposed, may be allowed to obscure its splendor, or 
detract from its wortli. Would to God that some one 
among you, whose name is venerable among the Church- 
es, had stepped forward to sive me from the odium 
of this address ! But since You, who have characters 
to lose, do not care to hazard them by becoming re- 
provers in the midst of your brethren, allow me, who 
am without a name, to aspire to the honour of incur- 
ring censure for telling truths, which none of us lik^ to 
hear, or wish to believe ; and for telling them with that 
plainness which they require. 

When I consider, on the one hand, the promi^and 
faithfulness of God| who cannot licj and» on the o^or,. 
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the noble cauic I esp-^use, I am animated with strong 
c TiliJenci* and hope I come fjiwirJ, no: ts a becrary, 
n.ir a<i the leader of a sect. I am not encumbered wiih 
polemic armour, nor heated witli polemic zeal. It i« 
not a question in science, politics, or laoraU, which I 
lay betoie you. The subject 1 assrrt involves the hon- 
or of our Religion, tlie iincerity of her Minivters, the 
glory of Christ, and the best interests of men. The de- 
leg.ttion I pretend to is authoritative ; and I am justi- 
fiid in ipcaicmg, with all boldness, the truth- ci the 
God 1 serve, in the gospel ot his Son. Dispense then, I 
bestech you, ^itli all complimentary foim* ; and allow 
nie to address jou, with miaisierial freedom, and to 
plead the cause I have uiidertakcn, with that un- 
disguised and generous warmth, whicli It is calculated 
to inspire* 

He that fears men, when he should speak boldly for 
God ; and timidly dissembles truths, which,if ftlt aright, 
should be told with the strongest tones of abhorencc, 
iadignjtion, and cout?mpt, will hardly succeed in writ- 
ing upon Mi<?->i )ns. Ijic subject caili for cnihusiaim. 
It requires vch.'me::ce. Those f. dingi which carried 
me across the w.u.r, I still chtrit,li la my breast. They 
will never ioib:<ke ms. 1 rejoice ia them. 1 wish to 
impart them to every Minlater of Christ, and to every 
cnild of God. This I cannot hope to do, if I diguii^e 
or palliate them. It would concern me much to in- 
cur the ceusure of trcaliug my Bieihren in the ministry 
with indecent freedom ; but 1 cannot think that tiuih,. 
however severe, will offend the servants of tiuih ; or 
that any of my Brctiircn suppose tljcmselves entitled to 
use freedoms with the laity, which they will not bear 
fiom the meanest cf their own body* No, Biethren. 
While you criticise my letters, you will applaud my 
design. The esteem you entertain for integrity will 
give mildness to your censures ; and, whatever iau^ts 
yc'Ur better judgment may discover in this p erfotmance, 
your gi.od wishes will accv^xipany it into the world. 
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and your prayer of faith drawdown the divine blessing 
upon it. 

From tlie mercenaries of the Christian Church* mj 
loul turns with loathing. Though I could move moun- 
tains, they would remain immoveable. Though I 
could inspire every real Christian with all the sensations 
of my own heart, the unprincipled wretch, who see» 
nothing in the gospel ministry but an affluent and gcn« 
teel profession, is vulnerable to no sentiment contained 
in these letters. Like Simon Magus, he has neither part 
nor lot in this matter— >Nor have i any thing to do with 
fffere moralists. The waters flow no higher than their 
springs. The spirit of these letters is, I flatter myself 
dne spirit of Christ— a spirit which they have not re- 
ceived, and, with the things of which, they are unac- 
quainted. In their good opinion> I shall, theref6re, 
think myself to stand high, if I may pass for a well- 
meaning enthusiast. Under God, Reverend Brethren, 
my hopes rest on You, who are what you are called. 
Christian Minitters^'^on you who were indeed fooved 
to engage in the Ministry hy the H^ly GhosU and are 
animated by a sincere love of the Saviour who so great- 
ly loved you, and by a real regard for the lost sheep, 
for whom our great Shepherd died. You feel your 
character. You have bowels and mercies. Y ou are 
the- disinterested benefactors of mankind, and whatever 
concerns the kingdom of your Lord y*u call your own. 
For you these letters are written, and to you they be- 
long. But, in them your pious flocks will, also, claim 
a part, as large as that interest, which they have in the 
Son of David. 

As the elect of God, holy and beloved, let us, then^ 
mind the things of Christ, to whom we are set apart 
as a peculiar people ; and revolve all possible means 
of advancing that glorious kingdom, for the coming of 
which we daily pray. Such meditations will dispose 
our hearts to peace. They will beat down many con- 
troverted subjectsi of apparent magnitude^ to the hum- 
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Me level of their reil importance. As we muse the 
fire will kladle ; an J our Churches and publick Meet- 
ings, our families and closets shall attest the animated 
devotion, with which one Spirit shall teach us to cry, 
Let the people praise th:e^ God^ yea^ let all the people 
praise thee ! On a subject like this, we cannot think 
long without feeling its attractions. It will teach us 
to make our requests to the Inspirer of every great 
design ; and, th;n, to rest on his grace, his power, 
and his faithfulness, to accomplish the purposes of our 
hearts. As we advance, discouragements wIU van- 
ish. Obstacles will be overcome, when we learn to 
think them surmountable. DiHicukies will be subdued 
as we acquire courage to cope with them. And, when 
the honour, glory and immortality of our ine^ti- 
mable reward, are set full in our view, no forms 
of death and suffering will affright us. Instead of 
that despondency, which hiii long frozen our benev- 
olent wishes, hope, like the returning sun, will bring an 
early spring and fiulcful innimer on our souls. I^c 
spirit of our religion, lu.lled to lethtrglc slumbers, will 
revive with the energies of tlie apostolic age ; and the 
Church will again become iliuitrious, by her victory 
over the kingdoms of t?iis world. 

And Th.')u, Lord Jesus, afHicted Father of tlie Chris- 
tian Name, blessed Martyr of Humanity, blameless 
Pattern, universal Priest, uircrring Teachert omnipotent 
Kmg of truth, cf Righteousness, and of peace, deign 
from thy glorious throne to smile on tliis weak attempt, 
and to accept this poor offering ! It is a tribute 
I present, for the life thou hast given, for the blood 
thou hast shed, and for the joyous hopes thou hast in- 
spired, to cheer, and to direct my mortal pilgrimage. 
Meek spring of heavenly Wisdom, boundless Ocean of 
universal, ardent, unprovoked, and undiscouraged Char- 
ity, pour tljy Spirit into my breast, and into the breasts 
of all thy servants whom I here address. Teach me 
and them to interest ourselves in this blessed work, as 
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becomes men, who are distinguished by thy venerable 
name, and honored by the ministration of thy glorious 
fjospcl ! Baptize us with the fire of that love which 
is stronger than death ! Delightfully oppress our grat- 
itude with the everlafting mountains of thy benefits. 
Until every fentiment of frail mortality be suppreiTed — 
Hntii faith give us the victory over the world— over life 
and death, until love compel us to exclaim, Tea^ doubt- 
leiSf and I count all things but drofs that I may win Chrtfl ; 
mnd I am nvilling not only to suffer bonds j hut to die for the 
sake of my Lord Jesus Christy by *\}Aom I am crucified un» 
to the nmrld and the *morId to me. 

Commending you, Reverend Brethren, the Chriftian 
Church, and the benighted nations, as well as their un- 
worthy advocate, to his protection, who takes the ten- 
dered part in all our concerns, and is able to fecure and 
to advance them to the utmost, I remain, in the honor- 
ed bonds of his Religion* 

Your bomblct but affectionate Brother, 

M. H. 



SECOND LETTER. 

FATHC&S AND BRETHRENy 

THE genius and spirit of our religion, the char- 
acters ascribed to our Lord of the Second Adam, of 
the High Priest after the order of Melchizedeck, and of 
a Savior to all people, with maay others of similar 
significance ; the various scriptures, which speak of the 
benefits of his death and intercession, of his kingdom 
and reign ; the prophecies and promises, loudly de- 
clare the intention of God, that this last and most per- 
fect dispensation of the everlasting gospel should be 
the religion of every tribe, and kindred, and tongue. 
Nay, we are repeatedly assured, in the most explicit 
language, that it shall be so — ^ihat the truth and mer- 
cy, the peace and rightcousaess of our Messiah^s king* 
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Jons, whatever temporary checks they niaf snffery ifaall« 
in the eud« overcome all opposition ; and that although 
the river of God may, for a time, be discolored and 
polluted* by the pernicious soil over which it has roll- 
ed its tide, fet it shall, at last, free iuelf from every 
foreign mixture, and send forth its ten thousand pure 
streams, to gladden all the nations of the globe. 

How ought our minds to be affected by these pros* 
pects f May we pot infer from each article of this enn« 
meration, and, much more, from the aggregate force 
of them all, that it is our obvious, bounden duty, as 
servants of God, as soldiers of Christ, and as friends of 
suffering humanity, to exert all our strength in diffem* 
inating the gdpel ? Is it not in our power to do, or at 
lead, to attempt fomething ^tvorthj of the cause I Have 
we not fhips, which vifit every part of the world ? 
Have we not money — money in abundance, if we were 
satis6ed to live with Chriflian fimplicity, and could be 
prevailed upon to part with it, as men fliould do^ who 
have a better treasure in heaven ? Have we not minis- 
ter s who prefer this line of service, and would gladly 
embark for the most barbarous clime, if thev were af^ 
fured of //>irfff{/ fappoTtf and had reafon to hope, that 
the fruits of their labor would not die with themfclvcs ? 
And, if we really have it in our power thus to {exve 
mai>kind, andtofpread our Redeemci's glory, Is it not 
sriminai^ bafe^ infamous to neglect it ? Is not this infatu- 
ated negligence an open violation of the precepts of 
both ubles of the law ? Do we love God, revere his 
majel^y, approve his precepts, and conceive ourfelves 
bound by every tie, to serve hrm, with all our talents, 
and with all our ftrength ? How does this love, this 
reverence, this approbation, this conviction, accord with 
the astonishing coldness, with which we look upon a 
world fill! of cruel habitations; uhtre virtue and pie- 
ty fkulk in corners ; where sin is universal, uncontroll- 
ed and almost unchecked ; where the Eternal Majeliy 
is affronted by the abominable idols of the heathen, and 
the beastly image of a corrupt Christiaaity. 
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We say that to loVc our nciglibor a^ ourselves, and to 
do unto aH iren as wc would rhcy shoiiio co unto 
us, is the coTiscruiieous VfMce of the Prophetf and A- 
pDstics, of the law and go'^pcl. Wc say well ; but do 
we do as we say, and practice as wc believe ? Do wc 
love in word and in tongue only, or in deed and in 
truth ? Speak ye desolate chores of Africa ; declaie ye 
bloody fields of Indcsran ; bear your impa. tial testi- 
mony, ye numerous islands of the Western and Pacific 
oceans ! Alas ! my Brethren, we dare net abide the is- 
sue of the appeal. We have not done unto them, as 
we would, were circumstances changed, that they should 
have done unto us. The richest fruit of our philanthro- 
py has been a cold, ineffective pity. W^e have said. Be 
ye free, be ye civilized, be ye converted ; but we have 
eaten as heartily, slept as soundly, dressed as expensive- 
ly, and enjoyed every good thing within our grasp as 
freely, as though they had been as happy as oi^r selves. 
We have had no fellowship with the Saviour in his ag- 
ony and bloody sweat, in his prayers and tears for the 
salvation of mankind. Provided we may live in 
peace and comfort, do a little good in England, accu- 
mulate fortunes, marry wives, take care of our 
children, and creep into heaven at laa we appear sat- 
isfied to leave our Master to propagate his own gospel in 
the world. 

To these considerations, which must have weight oi 
ingenuous minds, peimit me to remind you of the sol- 
emn sanction of divine command. The following arc 
some of the last emphatic wordsof Jesus, as they stand 
recorded by St. M^rk and St. Mathew : — Go into all 
the Ivor Id and preach the gospel to every creature ; and 
teach all natiom^ baptizing them in the name oj the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching thetfi t§ 
§bserve all things^ ix:hi^h J ha\e CQVWianded you ; and loy I 
am mjith you alnvays even unto the end cj the nvorld. 

Shall ve say, these injunctions were laid on the Apos- 
tles only ? impossible 1 The genius of Chrisiiauity, 
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and the spirit of the precept, foibid siuh an intcrpre- 
tation# Let it be obsrrv^c\ is*. ? he Ape :.*^ '.id 
not preach the go>p?l in m^iiiy c untries beyf>i.a -he 
limits of the Roxnkn cn?pire ard it was, in the nature 
of thiags, imposfible that ihey ihould preach it to all 
nations. 2. Hiid our Lord mrant. the c( Himaid to 
oblige the Apostles only, it vould have hitu nifliacnt 
to ptomise his protection and blessing t" ih-. tnd of 
their lives and ministry, without addirj:. tl ai ^..lui am- 
plification, Lo ! I am nuiik y.u a/nuays, even u7j:o t/r end 
of the luorld . 3 The fame reasons, wl y \\\^i AposiJes 
Ihould preach the gospel to every rre.*uire, -listi in all 
their force at this day ; and sofarfmn; being :-iDtiquH- 
ted and obsolete, guin new strength with ihe li pa^ of 
ages. 4. Whatever exclusive pnv':c;),es the /\iottlc$ 
crjoyed, as the first proniulgaturi of Cl.risiiimity yet 
the office and duly of every minifter (.f the p^ospei i» in 
spirit ind substance, the fame as ihf.irs From all cii^se 
considerations, it appears, that when onr L' r^i spckc 
these authoritative word^ he liad in contcn. plat inn .ul his 
niinistert of every age and nation, as veil as his imme- 
diate disciples \ and thu we can.iot rchise <*ngagir.g in 
miffions, without contempt c{ his anthorit?, and 
shameful deriliction ofourdu*yto Godanr:m:n. 

I made bold to charge you, Honnrabie Brethren, (im- 
plicating nriyself in the s-ime charge) with b;tra*«nj5 
the grand interests of our Master, with the habit^ial, 
open violation of his commam^.s, and w-jh burying in a 
napkin the sacred dcpositum ci the g' spd. I thir.k it 
unnecessary to enter into a formal procf of crlmina- 
tionsv which the whole tenor of these ifttcrs is hitended 
to substantiate, but, after adducir^;, from ihii Scrip- 
tures, tlie ccromifliou under which we act, and justi- 
fy cur ministry in Britain, am 1 not authorized to ap- 
peal to your confciences, and ai^k yru, Whether you are 
not guilty of what I lay td your chaige \ What monies 
have we subscribed, what asiociaticns have we formed, 

B 
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wlint prayers have we cfFcrcd up, what animated cxhor- 
tatioiu have we given to our flocks and to one ariothcr on 
the subject of missions ? How shall we exonerate our- 
selves from the enoimous crime of which we are guilty i 
tihAi vre say, we were ignorant of our dutv ? The 
vrrid will exclaim, How dare you teach us cur duty as 
C*:iistians, while you continue »o grofly ignorant of 
your own duty as Ministers ? Tf wc plead, that we had 
not iiiiBciently considered our duty yis not every manjusti- 
fi«d in itrorting, And why did you not consider it, be- 
fore you eniered upon the gospel ministry I In truth, 
we have no excuse ; and it will best become us to blush 
and weep in secret places, to abhor ourselves and to re- 
pent in dust and ashes. 

Were 1 ever so much disposed, it wow Id hardly be in 
my power to exaggerate rur sin and shame. , You know, 
better than T can tell you, that the ultimate reason of 
any, and of all the commandments, is the will and pre- 
cept of God ; and hat wc evince the same contempt of 
his authority, by' the yrilful neglect of one clear, positive 
duty, at though we neglected them all According to 
the spirituality of the commandment we are chargeable 
with the perdition of all the poor Heathens whom our dil- 
igence might have iaved ; and assuredly, their souls wiU 
the Lord require at our bands. Contrast the mfamy 
of our conduct with the grandeur of our calling, and 
the powers of language fail to give just coloring to 
our sin ! 

Had the Apostles of our Lord, conducted themselves 
Cowards us, as we conduct ourselves to the Heathen 
world, riot all the refinements of the eighteenth century, 
would have emancipated us from the worship of Thor 
and Wodtn But blessed be the God and Fadier of our 
Loid Jesus Christ, tkcir religion was of a diflPerent tem- 
per. Having received the conmiffion of their Sover- 
eign, they declined not to engage in this warfare. Hav- 
ing counted the cost, they cnteiedinto the combat, like 
men determined to conf uer or to die. Confident of 



ON MISSIONS. 1.3 

ihe superlative excellence of the cause, f.ir which they 
had drawn the sword, they threw away the scah ^ard 
and disdained capitulation widi the w.>rid. The ]ovc 
of Christ, which we coldly talk of, they wirmly felt. 
They had beheld his glory, were witnesses of his hv)1y 
life and blessed death, his victory over the gravr, an I 
hisafcensiontohcavea. Their f.iith was a comm.tnJ- 
ing evidience of things unseen and give a prose" 'c 
subsistence to things hoped for, they kii^w, em^^hitical- 
ly, by tlie witness of that Spiiic in th*ir heir:-, wlii.h 
was at once the s^al of their aioprio i. and the iiin-bt 
of their inheritance, the imi7)in*c ^'».7 v of o;i;' Lo-d 
Jesus Christ. His poverty h.id m.id^ them rich ■ ■ ■ 
rich in grace, rich in fnith, lich iri ilic promise and ve- 
racity of Gjd who cannot lie ; nor would they hive 
bartered these riches for all tlie kingdom? of the world, 
and all their glory. Poircflcd of a lively hope, they 
purified them&eUes as God is pure ; and, enriched by 
the liberality of Christ, they sold their possessions and 
gave them to the poor, seeking for themselves better 
riches. As sirangeri and pilgrims they expected to be 
hated by the world ; and determining faiihfuUy to dis- 
charjge the ministry they had receive J, they knew they 
laust suffer persecution f and that men, who hated to be 
reformed, would pursue to the death those bold reformers 
who obtruded the holy light of truth, and forcibly dispel- 
led the darkness congenial to thsir crimes. To fuf- 
fcr for Chritl was their glory and their joy. 
Stripes, chains and death w<*,re considered as the highest 
honours of the kingdom of that Jesus who expired on 
a cross ; bestowed as the prize of valor, and the re- 
ward of extensive services ind of the most approved 
integrity. Unawed by thofe terrors which ihake 
our breads, as far as reason would permit, they as- 
pired after these honours ; lived in hope of the crown 
of tnartrydom ; and envied the felicity of their fellows, 
who received it before them. Tiie cross of Christ had 
^ruci&ed them the world aad the world to them. In, 
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th(* strong li;j;Vjt which flowed fiom it, ihey beh'.ld pover- 
ty and riches, ease and tortur?, honour and inf4iir2y. life 
and death, with a placid mind; and the great woild, 
and all tint it contained, was contracted to a point of 
vanity, before the faded luarc of that eye, vhlch wept 
©ver its sins and miseries. Bclore that object of endkss 
astonishment, adoration and love, they died to dicm- 
selvesand revived again to live to him. They u ere not 
their own but l?is. His blooJ had bought tlie/n, and his 
love constrained them to do and suffrr all thin);s for his 

,fake. They had no reserves, no diawbacks on their 
faith ; but, having giv.n in their names to Clirist, 
they would have ju\iged the ?r elves worthy of the fate 
cf Annanias and Saphira, if tLey defrauded him of their 
lives and forumes. With them, all whs Facrcd. It 
was their meat aiid di ink to do tlie vill of God and to 
finifii the w^oi k he had givcii them. The Apo*iies led the 
way and other Ministers followed, from province,to prov- 
ince and from kingdom to kingdom, iheir King w^s in 
the midst of their, and they sj.w, byfaith, that standard, 
with th^t inscription, which wasufcerwards feigned to 
have been seen by the politick Constantine. The world 
fell before such combatants ; and its pomps and vani- 
ties, its riches and honours, its f.ience and learning, 
its aits and aims, its potentates and gods, were £ubJu;:d 

^,by tlie doctrine of the Cress. 

In this manner did the first Christians propagate their 
religion, being m'ghty, in deed and word ; and, living 
lather than speaking greit things, they put to flight 
all the armies of the aiiens. Their conquests were mar- 
ked, not with the blood of their enemies, but with 

* their own. Truth and righteousness were their arms ; 
and patient sufFcriiig, and the doctrine of a ciuciScd 
Savior, above all miracitlous gifts, were the true grounds 
of the astonishing success which attended their preaching. 
But the tide ol conquest was checked too ioon ; and 
although, for a fiw centuries, some illustrious names 
fupported the honor of the Christian arms, yet th« mys- 
tery of iniquity, which btgan to work m the days ol the 
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Apostles, qalckly spread, withering the rose of the Church 
subverting its faith, and corrupting its morals, until 
it begat a race of men more desperately wicked 
than Heathenism ever bred, and such alone as 
could be produced by the Corruptions •/ Chrutiari' 

Brethren, I will not now demand your attention tothc 
melancholy (Eolations of the Church : nor is it my in- 
tention to soil, with a detail of the transactions of a cor- 
rupt Christianity, this letter in which I have endeavour- 
ed to rouse you from your slumbers, by enforcing the 
command of Christ ; and, to provok- you to emulation, 
by exhibiting the labours and triumphs of the first be- 
lievers. They have done greatly ; and, though dead 
they still live and speak to the followers of their faith. 
It is our part to record their actions, and to give them 
the applause they have earned so well. But we must 
do moxe. We must tread in their steps, and derive ear 
couragement from their example. We must provt: our- 
selves their successors, by occupying the extensive field 
they cultivated, ff we refuse to do this, the praises we la- 
vish on them, will be, as were the sepulchres built for 
the old prophets by the phinisaic Jews, th.» monuments 
o£ our hypocrisy and guilt- Surely, our Lord, his 
Apostles, his Martyrs and Cbnfeflbrs, lived and died not 
for the benefit of Eagbind nor of Christendom alone — 
O my God incline us to call a fast, to proclaim a solemn 
assembly, to bathe our altars with our tears to confefs our 
iins and treachery,to sound an alarm inGod's lioly moan - 
tain, and to animate each other to the gloi ious warfare 
to which we are pledged 1 

The night is far spent, and tli:: day is at hand. The 
latter ends of thr world are fallen upon us, and we h.4ve 
many contiderations to cxc.te us if it v^cre possible, t) 
more than apostolic labours. The East, from which the 
day springs from on high first visited u?, has long b^^en 
lost to Christ ; and the creicent of Mahomu still a^iiTH 
Ae pUces where the cross oacc triumphed, lath* 

B2 
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West, the Roman Antichrist, accurfed of God and man 
issinking under the reiterated strokes of divine vengeance. 
The God of the Christians is baring his arm, and ex- 
posing the nakedncfs of the Scarlet Whore vrith whom 
the nations of the earth have committed spiritual forni-, 
eation. The prayers of the spirits under the altar are 
heard ; and a righteous God is avenging the blood of 
his faints, by giving her to drlok ofistlie blood of 
her children. Y ct a little whiles and we thall hear the 
•ry, Babylon the g^eat is fallen ; and see the Almighty 
burning her, as with fire from heaven, by the very hands 
which erected and supported her hierarchy. The 
shouts of triumphant atheism, and the bcoflPs of a vain 
philofophy invade curears.Unheard of prodigiesmect our 
eyes, and buspend cur souls witli astonishment and horror* 
The fame spirit and principles, which have regenerated 
one christian nation to atheism, are working in others, 
and will, probably, produce the same effect. We shall 
soon see kindling upon Spain, Portugal and Italy, that 
oonflagation, which nothing but the pure streams of the 
Reformation can extinguish. Even in this blessed land 
of civil and religious liberty, where religion h^s rear- 
ed her most augjast temple, we have much to fear j 
and no hiun!in wi&dom can determine, whether the Al- 
mighty may not purge our tin and dross, with the same 
fire, which consumes the wood, the hay and the stubble 
of the Churches more corrupted than our own. Vain 
arc all the admonitions of our Master, if we 
do not under&tand th& signs of rhe day, and put forth 
those exertions to which they call us. 

It is not for the Potentates of Europe to guarantee 
the welfare of Religion. She disdains all foreign aids. 
She calls not for the succor, but commands the obedi- 
ence of earthly Kings. We, the Ministers of Christ 
arc called upon to give the only aids of wh:.ch she can, 
admit ; and she demands our talents, our labors, our tor- 
(unes, our influence, and our lives. Let us fly to the suc- 
coi of ourbeft mother, the afflicted Church of Christ. O 
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8 no more fall out by the way. Let liberalCliurchmen 
ronrcieniioui Dissencer*, pi<^us Cilviuisis .\i\d ptofu 
nians, embrace with fatcrnalarmi. Let the press 
a no longer with our controvcrbiei ; and let the re- 
brance of the petty interests we have coniend- 
»r oe >afied in everlasting oblivion. Let Ui vote 
Minister, who turn> one sinner from the error of 
ife, a wiser man (hanhe* who Jemo.istrates the be- 
>f a God ; and stu 'y to live and preach like St. 
I rather tlian to speak and write with Cicero. Let 
orever forsake thv: Scho )ls ; and build our reli- 
on factSy and not on ar^umenti ; on the pow- 
f Gody and not on the wiiidom of man Christianity 
esses herself to the heart To the heart, then, which 
e great strong hold (^f satan, and the inexhaustible 
azine of infidel sophistry, let us direct our wir. 
us be frequent in our pulpits, and from thence bold- 
:nouncetMe menaces and p romifes of Heaven. Let 
:rucificd JciU^be the prominent figure of our pro«;pel ; 
be held forth, for what he really is, our ftrcngthour 
r and our salvation. Let us not visit and converse a« 
rinen; but always intent on the object of our coin- 
on, as guardian angel among our people, advise, ex- 
reprove With all long sufferance and sound doctrine. 
us not dare to bury our light for six days out of se- 
; but on every proper occasion, when our fl Kks can 
>nvcned, approve our faithful diligence in declaring 
*s word Let us beware of what the world calls 
iencff ; and see that we do not shun the cross of 
St, and enervate his noble religion, by over anxious 
:a'?«jur3 to render it respectable to men of corrupt 
ds,destitute of tiie truth, and whose opposition to tlic 
)el, does not originate in the defect and obscurity of 
vidences,but in inveterate hatred of its holiness and 
irenly-mindedness. 

ut let not our zeal, piety, and benevolence stop here, 
us cast our eyes upon the Continent. Let us cjf- 
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tend our views to thf ends of the rarth Let u= hencQ> 
forth, consider it as our indispensibh duty to d) ail that 
lies in our power, to preach the gospel to every creatuft^ 
Let Missions be treated no more with cold neglect, or be 
vili ied with charges of enthusiasm. But in public and 
private, from the p«lpit and from the pi ess, iti us speak 
of them as becomes their dignity ; and recommend 
them with that forcible' and persuasive eloquence, 
with which the love of God and man shoij^ld inspire 

us. 

If we do thisy with becoming diligence and zeal* 
we shall soon h.--ve it in our power to confute a plausi- 
ble objection, with which infidels blaspheme our religion. 
The' partial dffussion of Christianity will then be 
seen to have originated, not with God, but men. 1 he 
philanthropy of God our Savior will shine forth in its 
proper amplitude, as extend: ng to all men ; and we, the 
Ministers of Christ, shall be made to confess, with hon- 
est impartiality and ingenu 'Us shame, that the wretch- 
ed ignorance and abominable vices of the heathen are 
chargeable on our wicked disobedience to our Master'f 
commands. O let us no longer give place to unbelief, 
idly affecting commiseration to that wretchedness, vhich 
we have it in our power to relieve ; but arise and assert 
our integrity and manhood. We have the key of prom- 
ise in our hinds ; let us use it with courage, and bring 
to light those prisoners of many generations. 

I remain, Reverend Brethren, 

Your servant in the patience and kingdom of Christ,. 

M. a 
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FOURTH LETTER. 
' Fathers and Brethren^ 

In writing upon Missions,. I pr )poscd only to call 
general atcentoa to th*: subject, auci to satisfy myself 
with a few hints on the mann;:r of conduciing them. 
But, at the request of some fnenJs, whom I have con- 
sulted, and tj whose j.iugnienc i owe much deference. 
1 am now prevailed up jn to say, specijicaily^ what 
is it 1 expect from ni/ brethren in the ministry 
respcctingMissions ; a-id to obtrude my own par- 
ticular views of the most ehjible way of carrying tnc.n 
into effect. 

Of you, Rtverend Brethren, I require, that you will 
set to heart xhi saWdtioa of the Heiihen, meditate on 
tli^ subject with the mo^t solemn and a^cclionate feel- 
ings, and cultivate your zeal and phdanthropy by ear- 
nest prayer to God, that he would give you towards 
them bowels and mercies. I would have you suppofe 
it fossihicf that it may be your duty to take a more ac- 
tive part in Missions than you have imaeined ; and con- 
sequently, I wish you to divest yourselves of every pre 
Judice which might bias your judgment, and preclude 
the convictions of duty. I expect that you will not 
treat the subject with levity, and much less with coa- 
tempt ; but speak of it with respect and approbation. 
1 think, you should takeoppoitunities of setting the im- 
portance of these undertakings before your flocks from 
the pulpit ; and, by your exhortations and liberality, 
give them examples of zeal and benevolence. 1 add, that 
if your convictions ofduiy lead that way, y< u should 
come forward with all boldness, and tak« your part in 
the busir.cis, what ever it may be in serving Missions, bf. 
} our pen, your influence, your advice or your pcr»oua4 
labors, either at home or abroad. 

From Ministers, as connect:d with each other, 1 ex\ 
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pcct, that they mutually communicate their, views as to 
the most e£Fectual methods ot spreading the gospel, and 
exhort each other to a generous and nohle txertion <^ 
ministerial zeal. I require them to form AfTDciatiohs, 
for collecting money, ohtaining informatio;i, procuring 
mifljonaries, and tranf-icring the variety of concerns, 
vhich fall under the consideration ofMilfims. Ixi these 
Aff^ciations.Iwish thole Mini Aers to come forward whofc 
«har;^cter and feiviccs give them moft refprctability, and 
will enable them to promote cfFcctuaily the caufe they 
undertake. Last of all, having once engaged, 1 would 
have the Aflbciationto be actuated by a true spirit of 
MiflTioiis. They (hould be zealous, active indefatigable. 
Any Minister who i s not warmly aflFccted to MtflzonSf 
should be excluded from the acting Committee. What 
thefe Gentlemen are, their miffions will be. Having 
in their power the choice of miOXonaies, and the man- 
agement of the miiHon, they will not fail to zive to 
the whole undertaking the features and complexiona 
of their own character. — This is the sum of my requi- 
fitioQS ; and I flatter myfelf that there is in it, nothing ir- 
rational, nothing, to the performance of which our call- 
ing does not oblige us. 

The fmall fuccefs which has attended Mi (Eons (hould 
incline us to Cufpect, thjt they have not been conduct;* 
td in tlie moft eligible way ; and dispose us to examine 
with candor any new method, which may be proposed. 
I will, thercforey (hew my opinion. But as I do not 
prefuroe to dictate to any man on the fubject ; fo I an 
aware that no one plan can be formed, which will 
equally apply to Nations, who diflFer in their degree of 
civilization, their policy, their religion, and the face of 
their cour»try. Whoever, therefore, are intrusted^ with 
the execution of our plans, (bouid have tbe difcretion- 
ary power, of deviating m their application as the reasoa 
of the case shall -demand, ihis observation premised, 
a general view of rhe nature of Miffions, and of the state 
fA the Heathen Nauoas,' may enable us to is^ 
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Or scmf thing as to the line of conduct moft likelj xm 
ensure ^^uccefs- 

Before we can juftify cane;uine hopes, a considerable 
alteration in favor of religion niust lake place among 
ourfelves. We cannot give to others* what we do not 
pofTefs ; and before our zeal wiil acquire sufficient mo- 
inentum to efFcct ^rcat things for thr salvaLion of the 
Heathens, it is nece/Tary tiiat a more general and serioat 
care should prevail about the falvarion of our own s'-^uls. 
While we look for this desirable chan^^e, we cannr>t do 
better than renew our raiiTionary engagements ; which 
wiil have the most favouiable operation in bringing it 
about. Great designs and great undertaking* form 
great men. They call forth the talents, of which wc 
never supposed our»elves to be pffT-frerd ; and i^ivt an 
exhibition of ^pleiivlid virtues, which do not frequent the 
common paths nf life. Courage provokes courage, and 
iteal enkmdies zeal. Coi;fiderable fuccefs, in any one 
miifion, woulct Ciicouri^e m^ny undertakings ; -«nd the 
activity exerted in favour of the Heathens, would n-itur- 
ally cslII attention to the ways kind means of domg good 
amon^z: our own countrymen. 

W^uit of fuccefs n the most fatal objection which lies 
against Mifllont. We have not taken proper steps to 
to insure success. We have hardly dared to hope for it. 
A few hundred converts have been considered as 
a great thing ; and a few thousand have been the ne 
plus ultraC of our hope. A revolution must take place 
m our td^ is on the subject. We must hope for great 
things. We nwxh attempt great things. Until this is 
done, tolerable success is not to be expected. There is a 
proportion between the object Vit embrace, and the 
zeal and exertion we ^how m accomplishing it* 
Such limited views as these pr eclude exertion. Where* 
as, where great advantagf.i ^re proposed, men are 
. forward to incur great expenfes and to run great 
risks. Let us, then, determine to give a fair trial 
to Mi/Tioafi^ and undertake something which wiM help 
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Bi to form a rcasonaye judgment of what is, cr is not 
to be expected fjom *him* Let cur object be to evan- 
gelize the Islands of the Sou^h Sea, or to • obtain 
ff>r Chri?anity a firm footing and txtemve spread in 
]rdia« China, Tibet, Borneo, Pciiia, Thitary, atid 
other great kingdoms 

The preparation* we makr mutt be answerable to the 
▼lews we adopt Men and n?oncy are the nerves of 
war. A few scattered misiionaries, and paitry funds, 
are inadrquiitc to fuch conquests. But, as our ttrci^gih 
ii fm Ui. and our force* new levies, unpract?fcd to these 
peTiiout encounters, I would recommend to no iJenom- 
in.it'on of Christians to engage in a second Mission, until 
experience has convinced them that they are more than 
equal to the first. We must aIso be resolved to take the 
field in the very boldest line of service. A Mrj.$ion, 
•s tcially such a Mistior as I propose, is one of thc»fc en- 
tetpTizes where the meaftties vihith at first :iight, 
appear •. the most hazardous and desperate, arc the 
'mort del-berate and Juccessful. Men, who aie 
riot dl^pojed to run all chances, and to uudego suffer- 
ing* vhich,on the rclation,might freeze the blood of ihoic 
who hear them quietlj by their fire sides, htve no bu- 
siness in Missions. And, if misiionariei of i his cad 
are not to ht had, w-* may, without any great detriment 
to tin Chiiitian Caure, wait with patience until such 
characters appear in the world. Men of other disposi- 
tions will do, as little as has been done : and if a few 
individna's of a peculiar turn of mind are willing to re- 
lirquish a large wphcre of us«^fu)ness in Europe for the 
hopt of converting a handful of pecple in India, they 
\\':\\ n* t have many followers. But they will furnish 
for \i\ at home, a pretext for talking about greater 
thJa^s, than we have godliness or courage to 
pciforni. 

(The remainder of the letter is omitted,) 
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SIXTH LETTER. 

Fathers and Brethren^ 

AN enquiry into what may conflitutc a call to mif- 
fions will merit serious difcussion. Some incline to treat 
this qutdion with contempt, as one species of enthusi- 
aftic jargon, by which religion has been discredited 
In the world : and, I am sorry to say, it has beer, at times, 
fo managed, as to give color to their cenfure> . Ncverihe- 
Icfs, >ou will be of opinion with me, that much folld 
fenie and sober piety are contained in it ; and v.h n we 
consider that every thing valuable to man is staked on its 
determination, they mu^t he strangers to the sen im«:nts 
of the human heart, and evince a want vi reason and 
ingenuousnefs, which they charge on others, who sup- 
pose men of sense will embaxk on the sta of trouble, 
without having first viewed the question on every side, 
and obtaiTied that well jrrouiided satisfaction in the pro- 
priety of their conduct, which may hereafter support 
aiid comfort them under all its poflible confcquca- 

CCS. 

The genera! duty of Minifters and their flottks with 
rcfpect to Miffions, we ground on the conimand of 
our Lord, the characters of his religion, the exiimple 
of his Apodles, the declarations of his Prophets, the 
common principles of humanity, and the whole aggre- 
gate of argument, which arilcs from the nature of the 
undertaking. But unhapily, as in mijiy other cafes, fo 
in this, what is acknr«wledged as (»f commnn obiigarioa 
is not felt as the particular duty of individuals. In 
tills refp^ct, our J«ord and his houfthold may be com- 
pared to the family of an opulent, indulgent Mafier of 
many fcrvants, who commanding tome unpieaia;it 
bufmefs to be preformed, but intimating his pledfurc m 
- general term^ T>ot addrcffing to any particuhr do- 
me(iiC|his feivants mftead ot readily obeying hii, com- 

C 
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irands, are all of them difputing from his Lordfliip's 
Chaplain to the (kullion in his kitchen, which of them 
is obliged to preform his will. The Chaplain is a 
gentleman, and is above fuch menial ofEces. His Lord 
certainly under ftands too well the dignity of his charac- 
ter to atl<irefs fuch orders to him. The Steward de- 
clares his engagements bind h^im no farther than to ufe 
his pen, and to overlook his Mafter's rents and 
disburfements with fidelity. Ihe Butler protefts he 
was not hired to be a footman ; and the underlings 
of the hciTft with many profcflions of good will, plead 
they are not qualified for doing their Lord's will. In a 
word, the hi' line fs is either left undone, or a few poor 
hcntft fe Jcvs, who love their Ma^er and are jealous 
for his hoi;r)ur, go forth and do their bcft ; but not 
receiving from ihelr fellow fervants that afHOance which 
each ought to have aflPorded them, the bufmefs is done 
in a bungling way at laft ; and my Lord's Chaplain, 
Steward, Butler, and other fervants, inftead of feeling 
that it has mifcarried principally through their fault— 
inilead of being afhamedinto exertion, fay feme of themi 
that their Lord **nevergave fuch a command," others, 
** that the time for obeying it is not ccme," others, 
" that the bad fuccefs of their fcllcws difcouragcs farther 
attempts, and while fome are provoked that the me- 
nials of the he ufe (liculd prefume to engage in the bu- 
finefs, others, *' declare it is vile dirty work and fit only 
for (kullicns and fhoe-boys.'* This has been precifely 
our conJuv-tin M fiions. 

But how many an individual know that this general 
duty detci mines on him ? This enquiry will be made 
with views as different, as arc the chaiacters of the men 
who make it : foroe to find a plr.ufible excuse for decli- 
ning their duty ; and others from a fmcerc defirc to 
know and to do it. To the firlt fort, it will be impoffiblc 
to give fatisfaction. Their firft principle, I'wtli not be a 
mifiQnary^ prcciuociailcouviction. Thcu fccond principle 
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I«o)iil justify my difibedience^ determines them to demand 
fuch rcafons f )r the abiolute certainty of iheir call, as they 
knowi or ought to know, cannot he given them. They de- 
mand their call to be demonstrated with intuitive evidence; 
and while there remains a poflibility of their deceiving 
themfelves, prudently determine to run no hazards Be 
it fo geatlemr^n. We difmlfs you from the service until 
you have acquii ed more ingcnuou^j minds. Y jur swords 
may remain quietly in their scabbards, for this is ni)t a 
war in which lath will fapp'y tht place oi lied. You 
are your own demoaftraiions that God d ^i:s iipt c\\\ 
you tomiiliDns ; and whatever (ins you may U.tiid ac- 
countable for in the day of Chritl, I think you wiii hard- 
ly be criminated under that iUtute of his kingdom, G* 
preach the go [pel to every creature, 

iSincere Ifraelites, who, like Nathaniel, have ingen- 
uous minds, and worfhip G>)d in truth, may 01 i:.ii 
fubject be fatisfiid, as clearly as on any other, whlc'i ii 
involved in the truth of the Gospi^l. In the iciipturti, 
in rcaion, in providence, in experience of our own heart-. 
and caaracters ; and in our relations in privite and ia 
public life, there are to be discovered data, from which 
v?e may come by a iimple procefiof reafoning,to a very 
tolerable coaciuiion of what is our duty in this imlanc:. 
This call is certainly not of man, nor of the will of 
mm. A fcnfe of the worthinefs of the undertaking, 
and a general deQre to do the will of God, with the fo- 
licitations of friends who think highly of us, and who 
are of opinion, that there is a providential opening for 
us to ^o to the Heathen, do not conltitute a fuMcient 
warrant for engaging. Much, very much more thin 
all this is required. The Moravian maxim, *' Never to 
persuade much less to urge a man toengage in millions,'^ 
has been justided to them by experience ; and it will ap« ^ 
pear peric^iy reafonable to luppofe, that the levers 
aud puUies ot hum^n perfuafion, by which a man in« 
different to miilit^as niay, sometimes, be excited to act 
in taexn* give no siUficicnt momentum to the foul to 
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fupport It againft tlie immenfe countcrpoife of flefh and 
blood. He, whti appears poffcfTed of the moil lively 
zeal for miflions, may deceive himfelf by falfc fire, and 
cnthufi.iftick feelings ; but the man who wants fire, who 
is merely prompted by his friends, and suppefc> a 
midion a matter to be managed like a parish in Eng- 
land, cqiiaPy deceives himfelf, though he declaims 
againfl entliiifiism, and would have us ucd^rUand, that 
lie is following the. lefs fallacious light of reafon. But 
I exhort every one, whose whole foul is not ia the bufi- 
neff, to Hand firm againft the perfuafion of all men. He 
may be afTured that miffionary work is to rough for his 
duililc nature. If he cannot fay no to his friends, how 
ihall he fay no to thofe manifold temptations which will 
folicit him to return ? And I befeech all who have 
claims to reafon, to religion, or to hnmanity, never to 
attempt to persuade any one, directly or indirectly, to do 
;iny thing more in mifidons than he can do with pleasure 
and unfeigned good will. It is unreafonable to fuppose 
t!i:it our perfua^ives can operate to change the charac- 
ter, and in a moment to give a man feniiments and feel« 
ings he never had before. It is not agreeable to the c- 
conomy of religion, for God to leave tiie instruments of 
his will, without inclination, as well as ability for doing 
It. L'Jisi of all, it is a moil inhuman perj^ecution to in- 
liil on its being the willof God that any individual ihould 
engage in Millions, or in any degree to a flume the pro- 
vince of heaven in pretending to fearch the heart, and 
direct the conscience. This conduct is the more odious, 
as it is an inflrument of torture, applied to none but 
worthy and pious minds, where we have moil reafons to 
believe it unnecciTary. 

Nor will providences which appear fuddenly^ and a 
present wihingnefs to engage, prove our call. Provi- 
dence is a mysterious book, not easily legible, and bed 
unde^flood when read backwards ; and 1 ihall much fuf- 
pect that man's call is ihewn him by sudden and unex- 
pected openings of Providence, who has never before 
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made a di<;coyery of rt in hi^ BiUe, or in hU own heart. 
From a general analogv of grace as well as natare, we 
arc led to expeciy that what h born and attains matu- 
rity in a day, will fide and die in as short a term. In a 
miffi'>nary we look for drones:, permanent, habits, fucb 
as af firmed by reiterated acts. We do not mean to limit 
the Holy One of Ifrael ; but to reA3ect Him as the God 
of order, means and ordinances. He has eftal>linieJ the 
connection of eflFects with their causes ; and th u^h He 
may and will, when He fees good, invert the cfhiblifh- 
cd order of things we muit not aflFect more than what 
becomes the fragility of our nature. We mull require 
the horfeto be broken ki for the battle. We muft ex- 
pect tliat the man called to Miilions will expericnc<^, fuc- 
cefliTciy, all the viciffitudes of hope, fear, dtflre, aver- 
(ion, confidence and defpondency, before he dips his foot 
in the water, or will be able to contempl:ite viih iieadj 
courage the dangers ot these depths. I( there be a man, 
who claims exemption fmm common rules and can in a 
moment engage in a ralilion without a disp^'fuion pre- 
"f iously formed, and having fo cug.geJ, can conduct 
the matter aright, h: is no precedent fir our iniit'> 
tton. 

Thise observations premised, the rir t tiling towards 
constituting a call to M lili 'ns is ability to comply with 
it. Let the candidate, therefore, examine htmself, 
whether he be p.^fl (Fed, in a reusorraS e dcj;ree, of the 
qualifications neceifiry for that nation, Frm wh:^t he 
has done in the miuiilry in Englan i, he niay form 
fome guefsof what he is liktly to do abroad. It may 
also be proper to uk^ the candid o^-v^nion t>f his niiriis* 
tcrial friends, whofe favorable seiitimcnts will fupport 
his d:ffi lence, or whose honeft cenfure m.iy chcc»^ l:-s 
temerity. On this'fubject, it on any. we fliiH ?:e fafe 
to under rate our qu;Ai fixations ; and, if we are humble, 
we ihall naiuraliy bd'.led to do fo. This, if it one way 
operates as a diic »uragement, will in ano:h r produce 
diiirci:eat'*t&'ect& G04 oiveih grace to the bumblcj and 
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mm will give ihcm honor. An humble opinion of 
ourfelvcs will neither damp our zeal ior God, nor our 
benevolence to men. It will not pervert our under- 
standings, nor make us dishonour God by disclaiming 
whatever degree of humble fitncfs He m^y give us for 
the work. The greater the natural and acquired tal- 
ents of any man be^ the better ; but all tliis is not the 
gieat thing, the one thing, the living spirit, the eye, the 
ear, the lirength and arms of the miflionary. Chris- 
tian GcBLiN£ss, The Mind ot Christ, The Imagb 
OF Gv/D, — this is the qualification which a miflionary 
cannot do without ; wliich he cannot have in too great 
a degree ; and which if he poiTefs in (Ire^gth and vigor, 
his otaer qualifications* however small, cannot be deem- 
ed defective. Upon this fubject, then, he cannot put to 
himself too many, or too close queftions. His feif de- 
nial, activity, fortitude, perfeverance, habitual dili>^ence, 
and confcieniious adherence to order and regularity, 
throughout his whole conduct, will each of them mer- 
it minute inveftigation. If the result of this enquiry 
be satisfactoiy to hlmfelf, he may be aiFured that he 
has, at leaft, a folid foundation to build upon. 

The fecond head of enquiry is his 'wiilingnefs to en- 
gage in miffions. Here fomething more is required 
than cold approbation, or that general diipofition to do 
the will of God, which influences every pious man. 
We look for a (Irong, decided predilection — a passion 
for miflions, »f I may be allowed the term ; that fpecies 
of commendable enthusiasm, which enables profession- 
al men to magnify the dignity and importance of their 
respective arts, and to purfue their object, undtr every 
difcouragement, until they have carrievi their art to 
a perfection, which men of colder minds could never 
have suppofed it capable of receiving. 1 would have 
him pofleffbd of that ilrong paffion f')r miflior.s which 
Colurof>us had for discovery, and which fupported him 
for a long courfe of years agi^inft the ridicule' of he 
whole world, againft the difcouragemeut of having bis 
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ferrices rejected by different princes, agaia^ the ingrat- 
itude of Ferdinand and ifabeila, and a4;ainst the re- 
peated mutiny, treachei y» and baicneis of his compan- 
ions. I would have him io enami^ured of his object^ 
as to consider the hardship and cUuiger of the purfuit 
a pleafure rather than a pain ; and to had in himself a 
difpofition to fttcceed» or to perish in the attempt. If 
he cannot engage without a wiih to return to Europe » 
and with a mil determiuation, God being hiii hvlpcr, 
to die in the h irneis, that man has not tde luui of a 
genuine miSionary. 

Some of my readers will think I draw a glowin;^ pic- 
tu^Cy and that my colorings betray tlic glare of ei^thii- 
fiafm. They would have their milHonary, what th;:y 
call, a prudent man, a man of realbn and coolness. 
They will fay that he wno engages* with io much 
warmth will foon have his fire damped, aud b.*tray as 
much cowardice in ihe conHict, as he ihcv^rea co{i:i^c 
Jicfore the battle. 1 will entreat such Gentlcmcii to 
give a candid interpretation to my terms, and to enter in- 
to the fpirit of the writer, as well a» into xli^ force of 
hts expretuons. Human language is detective. Hicy 
who use ic are lliii more imperfect. 1 may not have i.xc 
felicity of expreiHag the idea I would coa \rey, exactly 
fuch as it is in my own mind ; and though I could 
(lamp my idea^ on language as cleat ly and iorcibly, as 
new coindifplays the impreflion of tJie die, yet, except 
my thou^^hts had the fame currrency as tue Kings coin, 
my reader may eaiiiy miftake my meaning, where I 
have made none in exprefling it j and in thi*. manner 
every man who writes, luUius Ibme cenfurcs which are 
due to the precipitancy md difengenuousnefs of his 
reader. In the ii.^ht of this observation, 1 beg lej Ve 
to remirk, that Columbus, Coitez, Caeiar, St. P^ul, 
and all taofc: who hive done great thiags m the wo; Id, 
have poffeifed a Hre, and energy very uacoin noa ; and 
tiiat this nre, this energy,, was absjiutely eiriittiai to 
whit they undertook and what they performed j but 
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certainly this remark does not fuppose that this fire 
alone afflicted every thing. They were men of knowl- 
edge, of pru jence, and oi that coolnefs which temper- 
ed (heir nre and (;^ve it a proper direction Had they 
not been fupported by these folid qualities, Caefar might 
have periihed like Catalme, and St. Paul wou^d never 
h<ive been God's i utrumeat for bu-ilding die Church. 
If my miflSonary, therefore, has more zeal than good 
fenfe, more fire than w-fdom to command it, he will 
foon find that inftead of waking in the tootl^ pi> of an 
Apoltle, he is flving on ihe waxen wings of Icarus, or 
driving the destructive car of the juvenile and prefump- 
tuous Phaetm, F^ife fire will not diflblve real cold» 
noF falfe courage fuppon the burll of cannon- 

But this con c dim made, I infill upon it, the mif^ 
fionary mul^ not only have true firf:, ^ut a largre pro- 
portion of it ; and I infill upoa it ib much the mores 
as I fee very little attention p ud to it ; as I cannot but 
think, that too many ^ood men are forcing Zeno's coat 
upon the .^flF-ctionate Jelu^ ; and appear more afriiii of 
offe:>.ding men bv being too hot, than of difpleadng 
God by t>eJni> too cold Inite id of briny^ing the world 
over to Christ by the go.rlike irrtfiitib«e charms of 
truch proposed without falie orRaments, we endeavor 
to accomm<>date it to corrupt raiiids, by propoiing it 
.under the j;arb of reafon. and with the aff«-cted fick'y 
air and ftieble totteriiia: tlep,s of morality. In thif 
manrier we betray ou** M.uter, and lofe ou-r own labor. 
And, however disfieflive this obfcrvation m-sy appear, I 
affirm It has much to do with m> fubj kX ; for until we 
learn to dil'mifs oar moral dialect, and high lounding 
talk of reafon, t!ier? will be little ri;Tht reafon or good 
morals in th^ Church ; until we boldly take up the 
Cr(»fi. of the biffe i Jdiis, wnd tell ma .kind that, in re- 
ligion there i no other reafon, no other moials, haa 
that godlike rt^i^f ^n t^ o(t divme morals which He- 
biought down to us &om. his Father'^ boibm and trea£* 
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ared up for us in his holy gofpel, we (hall never he able 
to carry on a war of millions, nor have apoltolic men 
to act in it. A midion, contemplated in its true fpiritf 
and in all Its compais of facrifice and fuffering, i^ not 
a common thing, and men whofe minds are of a com- 
mon caft are unfit for it. If, therefore, their engage- 
ment is fo remote frofn the common course of thingSt 
why Ihould miffiouries be expected to feel and tliiak in 
the beaten track ? If they are to live in fire, wheie is 
the abiurdity of wilhing them to be endowed with the 
properties of the Salamander i If their work is apof- 
tolic, how is reafon violated by expecting they (hould 
claim alliance with the blood of St. Paul ? — Thanks 
be to God, his blefTed Son does not treat the foldiers of 
the ciofs with that contempt they fu£Fer from their fel- 
low Chriftians ! No ; the choiceft confolatlons and the 
moll joyous hopes are their portion ; and if, the afflic- 
tions of Jefus abound in them, they will be comforted 
with the moll glorious anticipations ot his kingdom and 
of his joy. 

Nor if a young man, in the early prime of life* 
fliould mingle with the lambent flame he has kindled 
from God's altar, fome (parks of wild erratic fire, are 
we entitled to treat him with contempt and rejection. 
If his character be fupported by folid qualities, thofe 
fparks will, with a little time and experience, be absorb- 
ed in the purer flame. Nay, (hould he at firft betray 
fome tokens of fear and foftnefs, we Ihould rather fym- 
pathize with his weaknefs than difpair of his courage. 
If we find in him that tried courage and unrelenting 
hardihood which characterize the Veter.in, who has wa- 
ded through many a well fought field, and endured the 
various climes of the North and South, we find much 
more than we are entitled to hope. St. Paul indeed 
was at once made a Chridian and the chief ot the Apof^ 
ties.. Such power belongeth unto God, and fuch hon- 
or to the man whom He will exalt. But, in fpite of the 
example and exhortations of the great St. Paul, Mark 
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fled from the work of the apodolic miiiion ; ncverthc- 
Icfs, between the wholefomc ccpfures of Paul, and the 
confolatory affection of Barna'*as,his fpirit was, through 
diyine grace, again excited to the right of faith> and he 
redeemed his ch.iracter, and obtained a good report a- 
mong the Apoflles. Let the candidate for miflijns be 
pofleffed of what degiee of zeal -and courage he may, 
no doubt the day will come, when with fears (t om \^ith- 
in and fightings from without, he will be pressed beyond 
meafuie, and feel that nothing but abounding grace and 
Almighty power can confole and fupport him. But, if 
we mud make 4bme abatement for his courage when 
eng^sced in actual fcrvice, and jeopardy ing his life oa 
the high places of the field, furely we (hould require 
fome tolerable degree of ardour before the fword it 
drawn and Mood is fpilt. For if the man, who voluOf* 
teers, and is borne on the fkrong wing of liope, viust ex* 
pect fuch rude (hocks in the evil day, what are we ta 
expect from him who.enters into miffions without zeal or 
energy, and who is, in fact, little better tlian a pre(r;;d 
sun? 

The third confiJeration which I fhall notice as et* 
fential to a call to Miffious is a freedom from fuch ties as 
exclude the engagement ; and they will be either of a 
domeiiic or a minilterial nature. I have more than 
once exprcjffed my fenti tients with refpect to the pro- 
priety ot married men and fathers of families engaging 
in mi (lions. Generally fpeaking ( do not think it ad-^ 
Tifable ; but I dare not (ay it is improper. I will not 
difapprove the man fo (iiuated, who (hall engage ; and, 
if he and his family conduct themfelves in a miffion as 
the Reverend Mr. Egede and^ his houfehold did ia 
Greenland, they fhall have my wanrneft commenda* 
tion. Nay, (hould they through human weaknefs fail 
in fortitude and perfeverance, the piety of the attempt 
will, with me, cover the weaknefs of the execution. 
But the propriety of fuch an attempt will in ray idea 
depend on circuxoilaiices. The kealthi strengthi and 
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h-.^bitf of a mother and her children arc to be confid- 
cred, as well as the degree of accomodation which can 
bt afforded them in a miiTion. Much will depend on 
the willingnefs of a minifter's wife to (hare his toils and 
perilsy and very much will depend on his own ftrength 
of foul to fee his wife and familyy languiO^ing and dy* 
ing, if God fhould appoint it fo, in confequence cf his 
engaging them in difficulties which they cannot fup- 
port. If a minister be pofTcffcd of this fortitude, if 
his wife breaths the same fplrit with himfelf ; and If they 
both ihirik the venture ju:ti(iable, let them go, and give 
an example to Chrii^endom which we fo greatly want. 
But if he cannot irfpire his wife with his own fentiments, 
I am clearly of opinion he has no call to MifEons. I 
reafon thus. If it be faid, th^t the wife of that min- 
ifter has not pity to engage oi her own free will, 1 an- 
fwer Chriftiarnity will not jultify a divorce by leaving 
her behind him, and gooa f^nfe will not julbKy him co 
takehcr abroad into ciicumltances of diilrefs and danger, 
where all her pnflions will be armed to war again(l his 
peace and to difcredit himfeU in hisminiflry. If it be faid, 
tliat his wife is a woman ( f pit y, the cale (1 mds iiill 
more (Irongly againft him^ and a dreadful fufpici >! 
will lie againi\ his piety. For i£ a woman of piwty, his 
wife, the mother <.£ his ch iLircn cannot be made to en- 
ter into his call, 1 n^u't fufpcct that he carries with him 
abroad more religion than he exercifes at home ; 
and can entertain very little opinion of his convertinu^ 
Heathens, who cannot cc)nvt:rt a gody woman who 
loves him to follow him to the world's end, — ^'or 
woud I recommend the force cf i*rong perfu^fion, 
much lefs any thing like conjugal authority, with any 
woman- 1 he man who does (his will find, at lad, 
that he rolls the (tone of Sifiphus, and when he thinks 
ht has got it to the top o£ the hilL it will return wich 
a double force, acquired by the velocity of its de-cent, 
and crufh him to pifc*-?. If i married m?n wiflies to 
engage in miiHonb, his fint c^e is to mlpire his wife 
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with a poitton of his own zeal ; if he can do fo, well ; 
if not I advife him to flay at home. It is a base un- 
manly thing to complain of our wives ; and women 
were never generally vicious, bafe and cowardly, when 
men did not make them fo. Godlinefs is the moft 
commandinp^ thing on earth, and women who have the 
best opportunities of knowing their husbands piety, and 
are perfonally attached to them, will not be the laft to 
revere it. The man who charges his wife, in nine cases 
out of ten, will reproach himfeif ; and I affirm when 
we dare imitate the Apodles, there is little fear of 
our wives lagging in the race of virtue. 

A minister's flock fhould be as dear to him, and m 
fome fenfe, dearer than his wife and children ; and if 
we are in pods of uncommon honour and usefulnefs, it 
may well admit an erquiry, How far we are juftifiable 
in relinquiihing them ? We are giving up a certainty 
for anunceitainty. Fhe good we fhaJl do abroad may 
bear fmall proportion with that we leave at home. We 
may miil;^ke our call, or we may be called to die, while 
tiic honour of conqueft is refcrv ed for others. We may, 
for ought we know, groan for ye:iis under the conse- 
quences of a precipitate conduct, and reproach our- 
felVes for not having better underft^^od our Shepherd's 
voice. What the charity of others may, and (hould, 
\cM^ them to excufe as the error of an honsit zeal, -we 
ft ill probably charge on ourfelves as the proud volatile 
miftake of an unsiinctificd heart. We may expofe 
ourselves to be the butt of those cold fpirits who never 
h id religion enough to .ifpirc to exc'lence ; to be admon- 
ilhed with ignorant, but wounding good nature, ** I 
aK ay.^ told you, youmiftook y-ur call, and would foon be 
glad to come home ;" and to b^: held up as a difcouragc- 
ment to thofe who would do well — '* Look on that man ; 
he began to build, and was not able to finilh." We 
may adliraUy grieve God's fpirit ; and never recover a 
pod as uieiui in the miniftry as that we relinquiihcd* 
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And all this may be a very righteous and neceffary dif- 
ciplincio humble the man, who having oniy the qualifi- 
cation of a icrj'^ant in militia, (hall afpire to thi lank 
of colonel in a regiment f t foreign fcrvicc. 

Far be it from me to discourage any man ; hut I mufl 

hold out no false colors. To have a real call to m iVi ns 

is a great honor and a great felicity ; bur to n*.U kc 

our call is a fad thing both tc ourfelves and others. N<>r 

is ihere any great danger of my ciifcouragmg rh: in. in 

whom Goa prompts by las spirit t*^ -.m race this ca h\c;« 

But fome who are really ca;lcd may be too haft} ; tlcry 

may miftake their line of march, oi engage befeie ihe 

fignal of eneaging be given. I know of no fpccific ruies, 

for meh whose circumftances may be infruiteiy various. 

Here every one will re.tfrrn ar.d jud>{e i't himiell ; here 

he mult divelt himitlfof all pit.pc flcffionb on eithe* Jide 

anvi tnakc diligt^nt trquiry of that Goo, who has j^i* m- 

ifed to give wifdom to all who fcek it. 

SuppofiT.g the m ffionary candidate has gone over all 
this ground to hiv falisfaction, the ( nly thing renuining 
to complete his call will be a reaionable profpect of 
•fuccefs. To have ihib reafon?bJe profpect cf fuccefs, 
liis meafures mull be well confulicd, and he mult be 
provided with every help, which the nature of the un- 
dertaking can require. Let him tlien ask himfelf. 
Have I funds equal to my undertaking, and are the 
potions and conductors of the miffion in England men 
of zeal and fpirif, fuch as I can make periectly free 
with, who enter in to all my views, and in whom I can 
perfectly confide, for every encouragement and fupport ? 
Do they leave me peifectly at liberty to ad abroad us 
I fee occafion, not fettering me with cold theoretical 
councils, and prefcribing with decifion a line of coo- 
duct to me, which amufes them by their fire fide to 
chat over with a friend ? Unlefs he can anfwer the.se 
queflions in a fatisfactory, manner his meafures are iiot 
well taken 5 and if he is zealous in his purfuit he may leave 
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every tlune: and fuflFcr every thing, to go to India ^r 
J.ipan to Bnd his hands tied behind his back when he 
gets there, and to pine away in vexation and difap- 
polntment 

Let Mm ajk farther. Have I fellow foldiers like 
irinded with iryfcif, and is my niiffion fo connected 
vr,\i\ conducted, thnt I can have a fupply of as many of 
thcrr as my vo»^k (hall require ? Have I fuch an ac- 
qiirjliuance vith the country where I am going, of its 
chmare, geograj>h}, pohce and manners, as l can rca- 
fonahly expect to ar.fwer upon a trial with thofe views 
vhich haxe encraged me to go there ? If he goes alone 
he ihiHilJ be a man of no Jittle Uature. Inougb he 
fliould live «nd die like David Brainerd, he will in that 
cafe only relinquifli a greater good in England to do 
a in) tl cr one abroad. Where a tolerable Lumber of 
Miffi n.'Ties are wanting a few individu Is may be con- 
vciter^ ; but the gofpel will not be fpread — nothing will 
be done anfwerable to the idea of a miffion y\nd I 
ccnfi^fs I can lee no reafon for marching through fire 
and water to convert a Bramin in India, when with 
half the labor ten of our own countrymen might be 
c nvtrted at home ; except it be to ketp up the dying 
il.tme of midionary zeal, until Chrirlenciom be Oiamed 
out of the foily of conducting Miffions in this lazy, ab- 
furd way. On the other hand, (hould our information 
of ihe place we are going to be deff.dlive, we (hall pro- 
ceed on fjife principles, and when pradice is difcuvered 
to be f) oppclite to our theoiy, we (hall be hable to 
turn on th^ heel, aad fay, this is not the place to which 
J am called. 

When a mii if^erhas paticntlyexamined thefe four top- 
ics, his jibiiity. his willingnefs, his freedom from thofe 
ties which prohibit the engagement, and the reafon«ibIc 
profpect cf lUcceeding, and finds them all concurring 
to C'.unten.ince the purfui", he will I think be in p< flcl- 
iion (A every thinjy which ought to be deiired, or can 
be ebtainud to make his call clear. He has nothing 
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tfien to da, but to obey the dictates of his confcience, 
and, cafting his care upon the Lord, to ma^e trial uf 
his apoUlefhip. if he is ble/fed in his deed, he Ihali fee 
of the trayail of his Redesmtr's fuul, and of his own, 
aad oe fatisfied. His ex.iinp e will provoke his breih- 
ren lo jtal mfy, and his fuccef;> encouia^e our exertions. 
If he fails, he will difcourage no mm who dots not 
wifh to be difcouroged. He may come home and tell 
hi6 i'^rtthren ingenuously ; •* I have m ide tlie attempt 
** ai.d tind myfelf inadequate to it Neverthelef^ the 
•* ku dation abideth firm, the obligation of the duty 
** i^ the fame, and do you who have more wifdom and 
•* piety Cland forward as the Champions of Chriil and 
*' tiiiy le'igion. Let no man's heait fail on my ac- 
** count i norfuppofe becaufe I have done rothing, tV it 
** nothing is to be done by the many veteran^ v\hj 
** fight under the crof^. You cenfure my raOiurf , y».u 
chiJe my puliiianirnity, and it is of little m.iitcr tliat 
my character link under a weight of repro.ich, which 
** in many refp^cts I hive deferved ; but Ue you arifc 
" and be jealous for yjur God. Conqu-:il hovers over 
** our banners, if we dare cng ige with fp'rit 1 am in- 
** deed defeated, but not difcouraged ; I defpair of my- 
" felf, but not of tJic caufe of Chrift. Go, and redeem 
** th.*. honor 1 have loft. Wipe away this vfle diigrace, 
*< tliis unutterable ihame, which refts upon the Chriftian 
** name Let it not be fa id that in the eighteenth ceii- 
** tury, in Britain, among the thonfands of miniflcrs of 
<< various denominations who are the glory of the 
*' Churches, that men are not to be found who 
^' feel for man', Chriftians who are not jealous for 
*^ Chrift's glory, mini fters who cheriih the noble emu-" 
** lation of following the apoftles. If you will not act» 
** God will raife up Hones to reprove and (hame you. 
** If you will not a61, you almoft juftify that temerity 
** and cowardice which you cenflire. I have been de- 
** feated, but it was in the fields and after receiving 
*' many wounds ; but yoU| by more (hameful cowards 
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** ics,give lip the caufe for loft without making one 
** genen us effort. I have been rafti in thinking of my- 
** felf more highly than I ought to thirk ; bnt you sd- 
** moft provoke the repetition of my rafhncfs by under- 
'* valuin^^ Chrift and his religion ; for when you arc 
<* cold where you ought to be animated by the moft , 
''lively zeal, it is enough to provoke babes and fuck- 
** lings to take up arms, and iF they cannot cop.quer, at 
•* lea itf teach us to die for the C*iptain of ourfalvation." 
In this itrain mny he adJrefa his Btechren, for whatev- 
cenfare m^y reil upon his mitiake whatever wa it of 
fanctifitation of heart it my infer, if this be the gi and 
fiiult which lies againft his character, :t is of fucha kind» 
efpecially when he comes to fee and co. ;fefs it ingenu- 
oufly,as infers alfo fomething which will iupport him un- 
der its confequences ;— as will, with God's grace* lead. 
him to real improvement, and render him more the -ob- 
ject of efteem, than of reproach witb all who love God«. 
Next to che ineftim tble and irreparableJofs ofhis 0W5i 
foul in attempting to save the fou^s of others, pet haps 
the moft infupportable fhock a miffionary can have to 
fupport, far worfe than death, is that of total difappoint- 
merit, together with a difcovery of having mif- 
taken his object. Yet to this total difappointment 
to this dreadful difcovery, is every man liable who 
engages in Miffions. Thi$ reflection fbould guar^ 
us againd precipitate determination ; and teach us ta 
tneet difappointments half way. When we arc foaring 
in the clouds, we (hould often bring ourfelves to the 
ground, by faying to ourselves, " Perhaps I may be 
miilaken.in my call — perhaps the moft cruel difap* 
pointments await, me." Such thoughts are the more 
needful as men of fire, and fuch miftlonaries will be, par- 
ticularly need them. Too often we deceive ourfelves 
by fuppofing conftitutional vivacity is Chriftian zeal ; 
and, though we indulge these humbling considerations 
to confolidate our fpirits, as much as poftible, if difap- 
pointment be at laft our portion, we fhall find it hard 
enough to fupport the dreadful concuQioD when it comeak. 
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Few men of candid minds are wholly blind to conftitu- 
tional failings ; and if the miffionary be fenfib!e that 
his defect leans to the fide of false fire, it will be doubly 
ncceflkry for him to labour after the Wronger qualities of 
gravity, firmnefs and fclf pofleflion ; and to go forth 
in utrumque paratus to win tophies, or to fupport the 
difgrace ioevitably confequent on anunfactefsful attempt 
Should a miffionary fpirit be generall excited, many, who 
mean well, will be induced to venture, who, upon the 
trial, will find their llrength infufficient for an apoftolic 
warfare. They mu[l, then, either relinquifh the war, 
or perQft in it to their own ruin. In this dilemma, the 
man of feeling, honour, fpirit, may find fuch a qn mtum 
of pride, (elf confidence, and impatience in his composi- 
tion, as he never before fu>pe€led. His fcelin;^, his 
fenfe of honour, his fpirit, which, with a fhare of godli- 
nefs, were perhaps tlie fecret fprings of his engagrement, 
will now turn their ftrength upon himfelf, excruci ita him 
beyond imaginaticn,and, if God's infinite compaflionsdo 
not prevent him, and enable him to fink quietly into his 
own nothingnefs at the feet of Jefus, he will become the 
prey of that proud (brrow, which in fcripture language, 
is faid tfi nvork death ; or, in the phraftology of this 
world, he *wi/l break his heart. The man who is persua- 
ded to engage in miflions is free from this danger ; hut 
he who with the femblance of apoftolic zsal, without 
deep humility, meeknefs and patience, falls into this 
circumftance, will experience a hurricane of pafiions, 
which beggars alldcfcription. Much of this I have kno\^n 
too well ; and I make this confeflion, that my readers 
may learn, that I make a real and important diftiudllon, 
between a well tempered zeal, and that fpecies of fire 
Tihich betrays levity and inconftancy of mind. 

One more obfervation I fhall make on tliis fubjecc. 
Ifwe would not difcourage MifiiDns, we rauft beware 
how we indulge the afperity of cenfure againft tliofe who 
fail in their attempts. They have paid the penalty of 
their raflincfs, as fully as any man of humanity could 
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wifh. We fhould remember, it is eafier to attempt, 
great things tlian to accomplifh them ; and if to the 
proud humiliationsof aman's own mind, and those kind- 
lier one's of God's, good fpirit, this poor dejected mor- 
tal is to be reprehended, ridiculed,or, under the pretence 
of pity, to be the object of the vile contempt of base 
xainds, who will engage in great and perilous underta- 
kings ? Let Chriftians, then, imitate the dignity of a 
Romaa Senate, and, inftead of cenfuring what thou- 
fands can cenfure, and few dare imitate, treat fuch a 
one with a generous condefceniion which may fndain 
his mind under afflictions, and encourage others to bold 
attempts to ferve a grateful people. 

After all, as real Christians are few and false ones 
many, he who becomes a miffionary muft expect what 
he will certainly find — contempt and oppofition all the 
way through j and though it be our duty to treat him 
in the way I recommended, it is evidently his duty to 
ftrive after that lowlinefs of foul, which fetting itfelf 
under the the eye of God, is neither elated with the praife 
nor dejected by the cenfure of men. In learning of 
Jesus to be meek and lowly in heart, we (hall find folid 
aiid perminent reft. 

I remain, Revrend Brethren, 
Your affectionate, humble fervant, 

M. H. 



SEVENTH LETTER. 
Fathers and Brethren^ 

IF we would fee a general fpread of the gofpel and 
multitudes of ignorant Heathen gathered into the fold 
of Chrift, we (hould endeavour to mend the miffionary 
road and to remove from it all unneceflary turnpikes : 
ucc fliould confidcr the objections, which are made to* 
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to mifGoQSy andy bj giving them fatisfactory atiTwert, 
ihake off thofe fatal discouragements^ which countera^ 
our exertions. I beg leave to lay before you fuch 
of them as have fallen under mj notice, together with 
fuch anfwers ai I have made to my feveral objee- 
tors. 

The firfl trite objection thrown in the teeth of the maii> 
who fpeaks in favor of MidiDnSy isi IVe have Heathen 
eneugh in Englandy nuitbout cr^Jfiftg thefea to find them. Con-- 
vert thofe lue have at home firft. and then h^k to those abroad* 
This objection reminds me of the language of our Lord* 
when aiTuming the cold^ fevere air of the Pharifee, he 
made a trial of the faith of the Syro phccQicean woman 
who requeued a cure for her daughter. — // /*/ not meet 
to take the childrerls breads and give it to dogs. And I think 
itmay be well anfwered by the words of theafflicted moth- 
er, 7r«/^, Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs nuhich fall from 
the childrens table, if our Lord may decide the point, 
there was reafon, as well as faith, in her plea. That 
there are Heathen in England is a melancholy truth ; 
and it will be equally tiue, when Chrift (hall come to 
judge the word, a9r«: is at this day. So that, if we 
wait tlieir converfion, tlie Heathen abroad will never 
be the better for our love. But, it (hould be remem* 
bered, that our European Heathen perifh by the abufe 
of that knowledge, for the lack of which other Heathen 
are undone. I add, that the minifters who go abroad 
fo far from being felt as a lofs at home, will be 
the means of doing more good among us» than if they 
had continued in England. For foreign MifHSns will 
have the fame influence on religion, as foieign com- 
merce has upon agriculture and manufactures. As 
Chriftianity prevails abroad, fo it will flourilh at home. 
Thus, what is alledged againft mifHons is a fubilantial 
argument for engaging in them. 

Others object, / knonu not that God*s time for the con- 
verjitn of the Heathen bs yet come. When St. Paul *W3uld 
have gone into Afta^ he was inhibited byjhefpirit; and if^ 



4« HORNETS LETTERS 

St' Paul wat fmflaktn in fuch a pointy '^cll may 'me he ft 
atjh. — I anfwci if my objedtor means to prove any 
thing, he Ihould adv mce a ftep farther, and fay / knom 
that God's time is mt come ; and because St. Paul tvosfir' 
bidr/en in the courfe of bis journey to preach the go/pel in Jifia 
before hj had vifited Macedonia and Greece^ ('which nxsere n- 
per for receiving the gofpely ) therefore^ Chriflan Minifters 
mufi notfollo'w the Jpqftle^s example^ lefi peradventure^ they 
(hould aii under the inhibitions of the Spirit — But is / dont 
know^in the lips of any man, to be oppofed to the author- 
itative command of Chrift, Go preach the Gofpel to every 
creature ? And is it come to this, that eighteen hundred 
years after the dath of Chriil, and notwithftanding the 
general opinion of the Church, evinced, by her engaging, 
more or lefs,in Miflions,from that time to this, that we are 
in doubt about our Mafter*s will on a fu!>ject, which, 
involves the falvation of fo large a part of mankind \ 
If this- be the cafe, how are we to know God's will ? 
What muft the Majefty of Heaven do to fatisfy our un« 
reafonable fplrits ? An evil and adulterous generation feel 
forfigns. Our fcruples (lamp our character — St. Paul'i 
inhibition proves the very point Iv!ontend for — tliat we 
(hould act under the wairant of a general commiilion. 
St. Paul did fo. As a man of fenfe he made ufe of 
his reafon. He had undoubtedly fpecious reafons for 
thinking of going fir ft into Afia ; but God who faw 
farther than he did, ordered him to take another rout, 
and after \vt had fulfilled that miniftry, he refumed 
his deiign to go into Afia and fpent a confidera- 
ble time,there, his labors being accompanied with the 
fame fuccefs which attended him in other parts. We. 
read of none of the Apcities looking for particular in- 
timations of the divine will to direct their labors* 
Sometimes they had extraordinary intimations, and 
they obeyed them ; but, in their general courfe, after 
prayer and ferious deliberation, they did what appeared 
to them the mod advifable. Laflly, I afk why are we 
in reb'gipn^ to contravene every principle <^f common 
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fenfe, upofi which we act in all other things ? Let us 
do our duty, and ccafe to move the councils of Hear- 
cn for th« knowlcde of what the Almighty is deter- 
mined to conceal. Were St. Paul on earth, and an an- 
gel trom heaven were to preach the dofl^rine contained 
m the oojeiftton, I am confident, the apoftle would 
flrip him of his uminuus apparel, and lay his dodlrine 
under an anatliem {, in all the Churches 

All o jeciion fimilar to the one I hav^ juft anfwcred, 
is urO;ed m the foil<> wing form; — // appear^ thmt the order 
of events ive are taught to expect from the Pfophecies^ ttjirjt 
the deji'-ucfton $fthe R^inan Antichriji^ then the c^nverjion of 
the Jevi5<t and I aft of all, the ftdnefs of the Gentiles ; In 
luhich work, the couverted Jenui^ it /j thought^ nvili be 
the principal tnftruments- The conclufion is, that the 
time is not yet come for the cwnverjion of the Heathen ^ and 
that ail our labor to effect it ivit't be loft» To this reafon- 
ii)g, 1 answer tifit>- that prophecies comparatively ob- 

tion of clear and explicit precepts. Secondly, if all 
be granted which this objection aiTumes, it will not fol- 
low that we (hould look for the grand events we hope 
to fee accoraplilheJ, in indolence and carele/Tnefs. If 
none but Jewtlh Chridians dare fignalize their zeal for 
truth in the apodolic way, nor arc to be l^onored with 
^ipoftolic fttcce^, much, very much may yet be done by 
lis, long before we fhall fee rtghteoufnefs covering the 
earth, as the waters do the face of the deep. How 
does my objector know, whether the Lord may not 
make ufe of the zeal of fincere Chndians in fpreading 
his Gofpel, as one principal means of converting the 
Jews ? And how many Millions may there not be 
brought to God, before the fulnefs of the Gentiles 
ihall come in I We are told that our religion (hall have 
a general fpread, an univerfal prevalence in the world, 
and we are commanded to preach the gofpel to every 
creature ; but inftead of occupying our talent with 
i^ithfulnefsy we fairly bury it becaufe it is not ten. Be- 
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•aufe the time maf not yet be come for the grand cot* 
Tertion of mankind, we take it for g^-anted, that the 
day is not come for the converfion of ai»y of them ; 
941 d becaufe we do not hope for apoftolick fuccefs, we 
determine abfolucely to do nothing at all Bur (h til 
th'ife fervants be pronounced blefT^d, whom the Lord 
ihall find fo doing ? 

A third obj^^dttion arifes frr>m the difficulty of the un- 
dei aking. Mifionarhs at this day^ it is laid, have difficul- 
ties tojtrugglenvitb. luhickare altogether iufuperahle \ nof can 
men and mot.ey be raijed equal t9 fach extenjive under takings* 
1 grant it we put Omnjpotence out ot tn, qucition, 
we have little encouragement to cngaa;e in this* war. 
But, I alfo infiil, that &e infuperable uiffiLulties fpoken 
ot exiit only iu our own cowardice. The Jtfuitb fur- 
mounted them all. The Moravians have done the lame. 
And other men, who will immitate their inirepidityi 
will be equally fucccfsful Nor arsthe fums of mo- 
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imag-'ned. 

When we have proper mifEonaries and have learned to - 
conduft our M^ifions aright, ths expecce attending thecH. 
will be greatly dimtniihed. Were as large a fum- at 
fifty thoufand pounds per annum expended in Mifiiv>ns, 
Wiiat a trifle would a fingle million ot money be in the 
couife of twenty years, tv> be raifed among the Chrittians 
of England ? And while we pay fourteen or fifteen 
millions annually for the advantage of civil government, 
what a fmall offering is iil'ty thoufand pounds to our 
Immortal Sovereign lor all the blcffings of his divine 
religion ? Say that the fum of thirty five thoufand 
pounds bounded our benevolence to our Heathen breth- 
ren, this would be one million in thirty years. Certain- 
ly this money would be incomparably better ipent than 
the millions confumed in one year'^ war ! In the lafl 
year a fubfcription ot more than twenty thoufand pounds 
was given to the emigrant minifters of the Gallician 
Church i and imnvenfe foms are laid out on the fup- 
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port of our poor, every year. I heartily approre of 
this way of fp iiding oui money ; but may I not ask ; it 
the i'pre<i4 of Chrift's re igion a matter of con mon Cbar« 
ity, that we (hnuld part v»ith money for Miffions with at 
much reluctance as we woula part with our blood and 
think forty or fifty thruiand pounds, which a few Gentle- 
f* mei. off rtune can aflpnrd to throw away on their pleasures 
evey year, too targe a ium to be ^ippiied to iheHrft, cbe 
greateft and molt obligatory charity under htavcn f 
Arid yet by the eipcnc.iture of the fum I have men- 
tioned mi|*ht thouiands of Heatheoy every year be 
brought from darkr efs into light, and turned from the 
pouer of Satai. to the fervice of God. 

The want of men is the Jail thing to be feared. 
There exifts, at ^his, d^y in England, a ^^reater nnm- 
ber of men who wifh for this emploTment than can well 
k be imagined i hty are to be frmnd among all denomiiia- 
f' tions Let us but enquire nfter then» and they will ap- 
pear But fo long a« Mtilions are difcoun^ged and vil- 
ified, few of them '.^rill brand themfclves for en thus i a (Is, 
' by expreifinggreatforwardnefb, and becoming r/2;7^/V^/^/ 
for them. 

It will ft ill be objected tliat, Factj do not jujiify thefe 
■ fanguihe hopes ; for no fruit has yet been der ved from Mif- 
JtGts, nv'Tth the money and toil^ and valuable lives ^ ivkich 
have been t'xpendid on them ; and luhich might have been apm 
piled f better pur poje in Europe. 1 anlv'-r, the facts allu- 
ded to. p.ove nothing hut that Miffions have been 
Very improperly conducted; and, that if ih y are not 
taken up with more ipirit they are by ro means likely 
to anfwsr rhtir end- But, I infill, that the fruit with 
|A which they have b< en attended, pioves undeniably what 
^ rn-^y be coi.e when we exert ourfelaes as we ought to 
f do. 1 infift, farther, that thofe Miffion* though unpro- 
• dudive, are everv judifiable, and have ar.f\^'crcd val- 
uable purp' fes. They are juftifiable ; for the mea 
who have adled in them have done their duty, refpect- 
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td their confciences, felt for humanity^ proTcd thea 
faith, aiTerted the honor of their rehgi<in, and glorified 
the vetacity, faitl'fulnefb and power of G'^d It (had 
not avail that the world brands cheii 1ive^ with madnefs, 
and elieems their deaths w thout honor. Wifdom v^iU 
juftify her children. Iliey have been ivi/e^ in^ifmuch 
as they have been faithful ; for there i> i o man, ^ho 
hath left father or mother, or houfc or lands, or 
friends orcou' try, f» r the fak« of Chiifi, who Ibalj not 
receive an hundred fold in the kingdom of God Th^y 
have aifo anfwered valuable end- They i^'iil juftify 
the ways of God to men, in the day ot final account 
and ferve to iiluftrate his myfterious pr evidence, i hey . 
wiil condemn the ChriiHan world of unbelief They 
will have given a great example to us , as having cho- 
fen ijffliciirn, not with the people of God, but witk 
poor Heathen, in preference to all the riches and hon- 
ors of tgvpt. When Chriltendom lay iifljep, 
they alone heard the found of arms, and joined 
the bieffed Captain of their faivation on the 
plains of Indol^an, and in the frolts and fnows of 
Gren^and ai.d Labrador. Like Abraham they went 
f.rih to a fir rou-irry ; and though the accomplilhment 
of the prom»fe h .s not been unto them, yet, like that 
Teneiabie Patriarch they have feen Chrill*s day and re-* 
joiced In the ver*icity of the promifes, they have feen 
his leed nnnierous as the fands on the fea (hoie,& refplen- 
df M HS the the itars of heaven. They have obtained a 
go« d report through faith, and their bones, like tliose of 
J . . o^> ind Joseph, h^ve t-iken pofleffion of the land of 
our inheritwncc. They left in glorious hope ; and though 
n(» pjoiid Maufoleum of theirs attradts the eye of tnan^ 
prone to gaze with favfe wonder on earthly pageants, 
yrt Angels in amicable converse will point out each hal- 
lov/ed fpot, and read the general epitaph-*- T/f/^ 
«were mni.of'whotfie the ivorldivere not '-jjorthy ! They pleid 
the caufe of Chrift with us, nor fhall they alvjajs plead 
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in vam. Their voices fhall be heard, and all Europe 
fliall obey their call. They are the forerunners of the 
armies of Emariuel, and their labors the welcome drops 
which promifs plenteous rain. Until this is brought 
to pafs, they have the honour to keep alive the fpirit of 
Millions ; and will claim a large fhare in the victories of 
those, who (hall come after them. 

Some pious men can indulge no hope of fuccefs, in 
Midlons, ivhite the *wickednefs of Europeans operates to pre- 
judice the Heathen againji the go/pel. We lament the fatal 
operation ot prejudices whicli arife from that quarter, 
but think they are prefTed beyond all bounds of truth. 
No pecpJe were more prejudiced againft Chriftianity, 
nor had more dreadful caufe to be fo, than the poor 
Indians of California and Paraguay ; but their preju- 
dices y itldcd to the force of reafon, and the pei fevering 
benevolence of the Jefuits. I'ruth is great and will 
prevail. No men are fo brutiHi as not to be able to 
diftinguilh between a friend and an enemy ; and fierce 
lions have been fubdued by the bl?ndiihments, of gen- 
tle, human kindnefs. Beyond all this we mad look to 
the blefling of the God we ferve, and the almighty 
jjrace of our Lord Jefus Chriil. To hope the heft is 
pious and wife. 

^^ Many Moralifts, who, though bred up in the com. 
mon forms 'And principles of Chriftianity, know not 
how to value their religion, obje«5k, The death cf Chrtft 
nvas a comtfion Jacrifice ; hts good fpirit is given to all men ; 
and if the heathen obey the admonitions of the Spirit ; they 
'Mill be accepted through the merit's of the Redeemer's death. 
, IVhy notf then^ leave them to their equitable Judge^ nuho 
having given them hut one talent^ tvill not require from 
them the improveffieut of ten. — God will certainly judge 
them equitably, and will not expcdt to reap what he has 
not fown. We grant alfo, that a Heathen rnay be 
faved without an explicit revelation of the gofpel, 
though not without fandlification of the fpirit and the 
fpfmkiing of the blood of Jefus. But this docs not 

E 
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prove. th;it the gofpcl is not an ineftimable gift ; or 
that it is not our duty to carry it to them. F;irther, I 
anfwer que ({ ion with queflion ; and a^k, if a man in 
Eng'.;ir.cl may be faved, though he cannot read hit bt- 
hk, w'ltAt T>ef d is there of his being able to read it ? If 
lin.pie itwdirg be fuflicient, what need is there of libc- 
I at eJuc;.tion ? It* a man may live on bread and wa^ 
ter, what reed of a profufion of meats and drinks ? If 
the hlind may travtl from one part of the kingdom to 
anothtr, hy the humble helps of his dog and (la£F, what 
can there be defirable in vifion^ and all the accommo- 
dations of inns, carriages, and good roads ? Not to 
prefs my objcdtor with a hundred more fuch queftioni» 
1 af^lim, that Chriftianity gives a perfedtion to man 
vhtch fers him almoii on a level with angels ; and> that 
the fpititual knowledge and piety of a Confucius or a 
Socrates, is no more to be compared with the attain-' 
ments of the meaned child of God under the difpenia- 
tion of Chrift, than the knowledge of a Hottentot is to 
be weighed againd the cultivated reafon of a Newton. 
The lali objection, I (hall notice, is of a more Une- 
quivocal nature thaiv all the reft. Mifionaries are £ 
dif grace to any nation. Their attemps are highly dangerous ; 
for Jhould they fucceed in introducing Chrtftianity into the 
Eaji and wejl Indies y it mjould produce revolt in our colonies f 
andfubvert the Eriti(h empire in Indorjian, This objec* 
tioQ has in fubdance been urged in a Britifli Parlia- 
ment, in the Weft India Iftands, and in the debates of 
tlie India Diredors. I confefb, I know not how to 
meet it in the way of argument. The men who make 
it are as unfit judges oi Chriitianity as the blind are of 
colors; and are as much difpofed to receive conviAion 
from re ifoning, as rocks are difpofed to weep over hu- 
man miferics. As the feivant of the Lord however I 
Ihtll be told I muft be meek. Be it fo. The objeAion 
is either true or falfe. If it be true, — if the doArinc 
of Chrift does really tend to produce revolt, and to 
fubvext empires, let us open our arms to French A the- 
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ifm. Let us renounce this religion of blood, which 
curfes the world with cverlaftinv:^ diibrders and conten- 
tions ; and rejoice that we hive lived to a day, when 
the endlefs whirl of elements and atoms has produced 
fuch noble difcoveries. Let us deify the fier.d Mar.n ; 
and'let us teH all our worthy countrymen, whu pick 
pockets, cut throats, anJdeUght in fuch ingenuous ar-^s 
that they may difmifs all fears I'C vengearce fiom ihc 
crucified man of Nazareth. But Chriitianiiy never 
did produce revolt and fubversion of empires It has 
f2o tendency to produce theie dreadful confequences. If 
indeed it were prfpbfed to fend finh hooted Apcftlcs, 
to convert fhe nations by fire an^ fword, vhe lobjeciion 
would affume the color of truth, a'ld only the color of 
truth ; for no unprejudiced man, who ever read il««<» 
gofpel would dignify fuch mlfllonaries with the epithet 
of Chriflian, If on the other hand the ohjedion ^e 
falfe, it can merit no anfwer but that of indignant fi* 
lence. 

Should it be faid thefe apprehcnfions do not origin- 
ate in any tendency which the religion of Chri:l is fup- 
pofedto have to operate thefe eflFecls, but in the acci- 
dental abufe to which it is liable from the ignorant zeal 
of midionaries, the implacable refentments of Slaves^ 
and the bigotted fuper/lition of the inhabitants of In- 
dia, which would render them jealous of innovations 
in their religioa, a fatisfadlory aufwer may be given on 
all thefe heads. MiGlonaries can promife themfelves 
no advantage from exciting revolt from the govern- 
ment which prote<5ts them. None but good men will 
engage in miOiions^ and they muft abhor every do<5trine 
which difturbs the peace of fociety. But a fmall (hare 
of common fenfe, and of acquaintance with their bibles, 
will teach them the neceffity of enforcing on their con^ 
verts, that falutary doctrine, which Sc. Paul taught to 
the numerous flaves of the Roman empire — Lei as ma- 
ny fervants^ as are under the^yoke^ count their o*wn maficrs 
luorthy of att honor ^ thsJ the name of God and his do^rine 
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hnof llafphsmid, H:id the Apoftle preached other dodrine, 
h^ would have armed one half of the world againft the 
other, and excited infurredtons and maflacres through- 
out the empirei in which the flaves were nearly as nu- 
merous as the freemen. But, if any mifHonary be 
blind to this wholefome do(5lrine of the Scripture, and 
if he be deaf to the confequences of preaching other- 
wife, which he will not -fail to hear front every quarter, 
let the laws claim the penalty of his raflinefs. Wc will 
not exclaim that religion is violated by his punifhment ; 
and, v.e expe<5k in return, that the dodtrinc of God be 
not hlafphemed, and fober minded miffionaries vilified| 
for the dangerous folly of a few hot headed men- 

I have not heard that any bad confequences have 
arifen in our Colonies from the labours of the Moravian 
and Methodid midionaries ; and I am in hopes that ^ 
the fears of my Weft Indian countrymen are now 
pretty well calmed on that head. They now 
begin to feel the advantage of their miniftry, and in- 
vite them to labor among their flaves'. When once 
thofe poor creature^ are made real Chriftians, they almoft 
forget that they are flaves. They blefs God for that 
afflidive providence, which tore them trom their native 
land, and all the charities of life, fince it has placed them 
in circumftances favorable to. the knowledge of Chriil, 
and the faivation of their immortal fouls. The awful 
prohibitions ot Chriflianity not only wreft the dagger 
from their hands, but deprive them of the inclination to 
ufe it. Inlibad of execrating their enemies, the love of 
Chrift compels them to blefs and pray for them. Such 
are the effeds, with many others highly beneficial, which 
flow, naturally and uectflarily from the introdu<^ion of 
genuine Chritlianity into our colonies. 

What has been faid of the influence of religion in the 
Weft Indies, will equally apply to the Britifli Empire in 
India. We grant jealousies may poiSbly be excited 
among the Natives by the introduction of phriftianityi 
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efpecially among the Mahomedaas, whofe religion cor- 
fiders it as meritorious to make war on all mifbelievers. 
Buty when I refled on the general chari^er of the a- 
tiTes of Indo(lan» I cannot belieye any infurredions on 
that account very probable. If the Britifh power there 
ihould fu£Eer fomething in the attempt, the fuccefs of the 
attempt mud give it a (lability wiiich it has not yet felt. 
-And if ihft ambition and avarice of the India Comp^r.y 
do not one day ruin their a£Fairs, thi:re is no reafon to 
fear that the God, at whose command empires rise and 
fall» will overturn their empire for the damnable crimes 
of countenancing truth, piety, and benevolence. If India 
Dlre^ors are too far gone in earthly policy to attend to 
these reaibnings, we need not tlieir fervicei. In C ilcutta 
we dare a/Fert the liberties of Englishmen^ and tlie right 
of Chri(i's fervants to preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture. If thofe liberties are refused, and that right is 
laughed at, I hope the £ail will fbon be filled with mliH- 
onaries, who dare fuflFer any thing which the Goverriors 
of India dare infliift, and who, under the tierceft fire of 
perfecution, Ihall fpread, on every Cidc, the light cf the 
Glory of God, in the face of Chrift Jefus. 

T6ff refi of this letter is omitted. 



EIGHTH LETTER. 

Fathers and Brethren^ 

In a former letter, I endeavored to excite your zeal 
by fetting before you the example of the Apoftles. In 
the prefent letter, 1 (hall attempt to call fourth the fen- 
timcnts of fhame, indignation, and felf contempt, by 
reminding you of thecondu<5l of the children of this world 
whom our Lord pronounces wiferiu their generation ihaa 
the children of light. 

Ei 
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Their fnperior wifdom is feen in the agreement of their 
principles and pradtices ; in the fitnefs of tKe means they 
employ to the ends they would accomplifh ; in the bold- 
nefs and comprehenfion of their plans ; and in the pol- 
icy, energy, and perfeverance, with which they effed 
their purpofe. Nor is this to be wondered at. They 
are children of the ivorld. They live in thir own element; 
and breathe a conge ni^^l air. Familiarly con verfant with 
the objeds around them, they tread a beaten pathy and 
animate eich other by their numbers and their (houts. 
Their principles originate in their nature} arc ftrcrgth- 
ened by early habits, (harpened by education, and re- 
ceive their perfection from that grand fcience the 
knowledge of life, in which they find the major part of 
all ranks approving, avowing, vindicating, applauding, 
and adling upon principles fimilar to their own. They 
difcover their leading intereft with indindtive sagacity, 
and hunt down their prey with the fiercenefs of the lion 
or the crafty doublings of the fox. 

With the children of light, who dwell in the midft of 

darknefs, it is fir otherwise. Their principles, spirit, 

and manners, have little affinity with thofe of the world ; 

and they are naturally dcfpjfed, hated, an < ridiculed by 

hei children. As ftrangers, they traverfe an u: known 

country ; as pilgrims, they enjoy few accomodatious ; 

and as foidieis, they tr'^ad on hoUile gr mnd, and right 

their way wiJi difficulty. Too often, difcouraged by the 

fcverity o^ iheir wiirfare,andthe tedioumefsof their cx.ic 

they wilh for the wing^ of the dove, that they mighi fliC 

away» an J be at rclr. With impUcabI* rcfeutmeiit the 

God of this woild ad his armies puifue them, as t'le 

fui>itiv-s of hi;> kinv^d m ; ^ud wh.ii is woni ot alJ, they 

carry in their own Srealt- trajcors, who woul^ pei^unJe 

them to return *Voni the fatir;U''j> • f ihe vvi ie-iiefs to the 

fl <h p'lts ot Ec^yi t 'h.ir oiu mjn Iru^ its a.', iinil the 

new o^'e, iavetv;ratc ha'/i' recu^raiid \\v '*\xX>ho w pnn i- 

ples ('i : arilily p'>l!cy, a o* e tin^e lefH^ the Wi. om wh:ch 

comeiu irom ab^ve, aud, ai auothe., mo\xiiy and 



ON MISSIONS. 53 

accomodate it to the inleredts of the fl^fh. Hence 
reli^iou fits awkwardly upon us. Hence our pu^^pofe:) are 
broken o£F, poi^poaed, or executed wiih a timtiicy and 
fupineneiSf which deprive them of half their ef- 
fed, and indicate that they poiTcrs but half our hearts. 
But, if the children v£ this world often feduce us to 
evily they also afford us many admirable lefsons how 
to do well. In the present case, we may ham much 
from them 5 and from rhe monarch to the peafknt tii.Mr 
conduct in their refpective ftations, will (hi ac 
the cowardice and inactivity of the miniflers of 
Chriit. 

LiCt us firft caft ouaeyes on the m.ifs of men,foldiersy fai- 
lors,IaKourers,and lo\.v mechanics who arecalVd pl^bei^^ns* 
the vulgar, the rabbie, the herd, 'i'hese po^-^r men toil 
to extreme laffiiide, allay the cravin^^s of huiiger with 
coaife andfcaiity diet, ihiM iiciithcr h irdlh'p nor daui^er 
in their occupations, accelerate the ajp' .-ach n£d^Q and 
decrepitude, and have their feelings tortured with 
the iiifolence of command, and the varie i Iccnes of 
domiiUck ddrefj ittcnd.mt on'pive-ty fh )urin is of 
tliem are coaiinuiiiy cruTii-d in mine's, ou'-at in tu- :ia es, 
immerged in warers, pos -n:d, fliu^hter- d, rick': J to 
death with rhtumatdm, or pine awiy in onfiiTn^/.'on. 
Ten thousand fatal c«isudties ire ujiy iiu ryiij^ i.iem 
into eterniry Yert*iey o notcornpiiia, '^ut irec 'n^^^nt 
and cheertul- Wiih nimly firm i^fs tJjfy f loijort r*je 
loiJ of iife, and calmly tteao the p<tih w.,icn c -ida'fts 
th:ra to their eiid. For (lApr'nct a diy he ib-Jier cx- 
P''is.> his ilfv;, rin.i whe:i ihj wl) pene.r.it o a . c'icjI, t 
bib vitais piipitate on the b, y ^ntt, bcgii'e- h'^ 'iv^u -h 
wiih :he tnou^ht thai he f .J on th.: bed of '»on'>r. a-id 
di.s in the defence oi his )ur.;ry V ! 1 11 iflin.4 d'pc id, 
the ina.incr *-nw iini;rs ill ii\e 4.' g^^rs of i 'e deep, ..nd 
bi t/es a ^ar of u'c:nev t:. ^mid tni K darkne's, r>.\l 
tliU'j« cr, i»vi . .» .hif I tjr. :^nJ .iciu.;i ,r raris. he mns 
the roc :i»ii^ \a;.'}* •.:ii»ois ir.,- j .vl »\: ro lii, or r'.>i.i at 
tiie iaboiiOii. puuip. FaiilMl to his ;hi^nnate:>i and 
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obedient to the mafter, he declines no fervice but cotur- 
ageouflf keeps death at bay until he fmks beneath a 
mountain of waters. All this do thefe poor men risk 
and fuffer, flrange to telU without one Chriftian prioci- 
ple to fupport the foul. While wet under all the fane- 
tioas o? religion, boalling patrician minds, enlarged 
with fcience, and fuperior to vulgar fl-ghts» dare not im- 
itate their hardihood. A roorfel of bread which is all 
they feck, and all they gain, weighs heavier on the 
balance than the love of Chrift, the glory of God, the 
falvation of men, the authority of fcripture, the fenle 
of right, the principle of honor, and all the praife and 
glory of an immortal crown ! ! Well might our Lord 
exhort us to laUr for the bread that periQieth not, and 
to agonize to enter in at the (Iraight gate ! 

Confider next the ofHcers of the army and navy. 
They are born as well, educated as delicately, and have 
as large (hare of the good things of this world as the 
minillers of the gofpel. They are refined in their ideas, 
often effeminate in their manners, and in their perfons, 
not more robull than ourfelves. But when their coun- 
try calls for their fwords, they come forth with a com- 
mendable gallantry ; and, without the hardy habits of 
the private, go through the fame fatigues, and con- 
front the fame perils. Not content with meeting 
dangers they cannot fhun, the principle of hopor, and 
the hope of preferment, pufti them on to feek occafions of 
diftinjfiion by achievements of heroifm. Neverthelefs, 
they have parents, wives, and children, as we have, 
who depend for a maintenance on the lives of which 
they are fo prodigal. 

But how do the officers of the armies of Chrift con- 
duct themfelves ? Little better, I am forry to fay, than 
an undifciplined militia, who have covenanted to fight 
only pro aris et focis : and who are encouraged to put 
on a red coat and parade in military pomp, becaufe 
they flatter themfelves they fliali never be brought to 
pulh a bayonet. To fee us exercife at home might glv^ 
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a high idea of our courage and prowefs, if it were 
not too well underftood that we l^ad an invincible dif- 
like to hard blows and long marches. Good God ! 
what flowing Eloquence, what Itrength of reafoningy 
what animated declamation^ do we hear from our 
pulpits ! What potent demon drations of the truths of 
Chridianity, what confutations of infidelity, what ac- 
curate inveftigation of moral duties, what vehement 
recnmmendation of Chriftian graces, employ tlie prefs ! 
And who would not think, that among the many 
who write and fpeak fuch things, a tolerable num')er 
might be found to propagate in foreign parts a rcli- 
gion of which we are fo proud at home ? Alas ! while 
we have foft pulpits and well dreffed congregations, 
fnug livings and quiet cures, good food and decent 
clothes, and may relieve the dry ftudy of the Apolileg 
and Prophets by wantoning in iht circle of ancient and 
modern fcience, we manouvre to admiration. But to 
abjure all fcience except that of the gofpel, to compafs 
fea and land for the love of Chrilt, to prollitute our 
eloquence by hammering in a barbarous tongue, to ex- 
change our poliihed friends for favage afiociates, to 
break our conflitution wiih hardlhips in a fickly clime, 
and to put off the fine Geiitleman, that we may put on 
the rough garb of Christ's foldiers, are things hirdly 
mentioned, and never taught in our colleges and uni- 
Tcrfities. 

What a pity it is, Reverend Brethren, that men like 
us fo gentle and pacific, fo avcrfe to the alarms of war, 
fo unambitious of martyrJom, and fo euamoured of the 
fciences, ihould have eniilied uider the banners of a 
Prince who affe»fted to bi neither philofopaer, gram- 
marian, nor rhetorician ; who fuff.'red fo much in his 
own perfon as to be willing to ailow fm^ll intervals of 
rcpofe to his followers ; who, initeai o1 putting pens in 
our hands, lays croff^s on our oacks ; and wao inftead of 
deceiving us with fair fpeeches, and alturing hopes ot fe- 
cular emouments, declares unceremouioully, that if any 
man will not deny himieli and foUow him, although it be 
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to certain death, h^is unworthy of him ! Would to God 
this were a fubject in which there was no place for thefe 
biting ironies- But I am fick at heart, I biufh for 
myfelf and the honor of my corps, and muft write 
what I feci. Shall the principle of honor, and the 
hope^^ftf flow, petty, precarious preferment, advance 
the children of this world to the rank of heioes, while 
the certain, glorious preferments held out to us by the 
Son of God have no power to move us, but are trod- 
den under foot, as though they were husks, or we were 
fwtne ? 

Advance next ye fons of learning, arts, experiments, 
and try upon us lag[ging racers, the powers of your 
manly eloquence, and the evidence of your demonstra- 
tions. In the prefent century, Geography and Aftron* 
omy kave received great improvements, at confiderabk 
expence, by long, nazardous voyages, travels full of 
fatigue and peril, and painful obferTi rions taken in the 
Ardic Circle, on the fummits 6f the Au'^es, and in the 
Iflands of the South Seas. By thefe undertakings the 
names of Cooke, Wallis, Banks, Ledyard, Haughton,. 
Maupertius, and others, have been refcued from obliv- 
ion, and will be handed down to pofterity, together 
with the names of the great King^, whofe commands 
they executed, as long as the records of fcience ihali 
fubfift. But are obfervations of the tranfit of Venus, 
the menfuration of a degree of longitude, the folving 
the problem of a Southern ' Continent, objects of fuch 
magnitude ? Will they exonerate t he Princes who 
commanded,or the men who performed their commands, 
from the imputation of idle curioilcy, unjuftifiable te- 
merity, and a wade of treafure and of Blood ? ilf they 
do, and if He who made man in his own image, and 
redeemed him by the death of his own Son, be able to 
appreciate the value of an immortal foul, are there not 
inducements to draw the Miaillers of Chrift to Africa, 
Afia, and the South Seas, infi nitely more worthy of a 
noble mind, than the acquiiltion of wealth or the im- 
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yrovement of fciencc ? Sh^ll religion refufc to follow, 
where the lore of fcience leads ? Or, have the ambaflU- 
dors of God lefs affiance on his protedion, than the 
natoralift who explores the dangerous chafms and tre- 
mendous crater of a volcano ? O God of the Chriftians, 
fuffer it no longer ! If the great and ftrong decline the 
codflidty let the bafe and weak again ihow the world* 
that thy Majefty condefcends to employ the meanefl 
'^inftruments, and that thy religion prevails not by the 
wtfdom of many but by the powers of thy (pirit» O 
Lord! 

The mighty a6bs of Commerce (honld not be forgot- 
,teii. What has (he not e£FeA'.'d ? She navigates every 
(eat levels mountains, traverfv s the deferts, and through- 
out the world changes the whole face of Nature. She 
rules the fenate» controls the Held, and difpenfes peace 
or war as (he pleafes. She a/Terts univerfal empire, and 
calling the nations, peoples, and languages to the plains 
of Dura, commands them to fall down andworfhip the 
golden image (he has fet up. 

From the time that Columbus led the way to a new 
world, and De Gama, skirting the coaft of Africa, pen- 
etrated to the Indian Ocean, and the treafures of the £afl: 
how amiable, how uncorrupt, how fweetcned with hu' 
man kindnefs, how marked with every character of our 
religion, how beneath all praife and recompence, ex- 
cept fuch as God can give> has been the conduct of the 
merchants, of Portugal, Spain, Holland, France, and 
l^ngland ! From that blefled aera, with what a mighty 
tide has their benevolence rolled to the American, the 
African, and the ATian (hores ! What iflands has it 
J not peopled ? What barbarous country has it not civil- 
ized ! What arts and laws acknowledge not its creating 
power and foftering care ! What emancipated flave 
does not extend to heaven his unfettered arm, and bear 
teftimony tv) it ! ! ! 

All hail, Chhftian Eurr>pe! All hail, ye herfceptered 
Rulers, Defenders of the faith, Mud Faithful, Moil Cath* 
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olic, Moft Chnftian Kings I Yc Nobles, and ye mitred 
Bifhops of h»- realms 1 Yt princely Traders, and ye le- 
g^\ Seers ! Ye Leaders of her hofts by land and fea, 
WHO rule the Horm of war, and bid he*- battles bleed ! 
O'hers hjtve d<me well ; hut TIk'U Christian Eu- 
rope, excellf ft tliem all ! rbe Greek, Roman, Saracen, 
Turkman, Tartar fword, b's thian- d the natic^ns ; bat 
Thou, great in ^rt&and arms, Qjcen of ihe Earlh, and 
facred mother of Chrillians, hale every where planted ' 
the olive, and embraced ihy fpecies with maternal 
arms ! The fpinrs cf ihe Ii:c:is, Montezuma, Afiaa 
R j'lhs, India.i Chiefa, African Princes, Kings of A- 
chin and of Crmu?, ?nd the myriads of their murder* 
(•ifuWject.., watch over thy peace> and make tntcrcefiion 
for thy profperiny before God ! Thy laurelled foldiery, 
thy ti iamphitiit fleers, and tlie numerous carriers of thy 
trade, return to lliy blcfled kingdoms lefs richly fraught 
with gold and coftly merchandize, than laden deep 
with benedi<flton, and the grateful acclamations of 
the tribes of roan ? Exult ye Maityrs, in fons who 
thus perpetuate your fame ! Rejoice Apoilies, in' 
thefe peaceful, rigbteous trophies of the crofs ! 

And Thou, Father of all, contemplate thefe fair 

Forj;ive, God of all mercy, forgive the prcfumption of 
this addrtfs ! For ever, if it be poilible, for ever 
let thefe abhorred adls be blotted from the memorial of 
thy holinefs. But if the earth, bathed with gore, and 
fattened with human carcafles,cries loudly for vengeance, 
and if the liurifice of thine imniaculite Son may not be 
proilituted to viiniifli crimes, and to (hleld the murderer 
and fpoiler fiom ihy thunder, p;ran:, th:it in tliat dayt 
when thou m/ike;Hnq»ii'>!on for blood, I may not be 
found guilty of filence where I ought to have fpoken, 
or be criminated f<^r burying the talent which ouv^htto 
have bf.n c/uploye.i in confplir.g the mourner, wiping 
away the tear from his eye, and aJieviating the galling 
weiviht of his chain, by '.declaring to the captive the 
globus liberty of the children of God, and openiDg 
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is^ his raviAed foui^ fome profpeds of a better countr^^ 
where no Chriftians thirllfor gold, wheie the ^^icked ceafe 
from troabling, and the weary are at reft I 

Do y*u also, Reverend Brethren, forgive the trauA 
ports of my feeble mind. . But «he transactions I allude 
to, exceed fo far any exertions I have been able to discov« 
«ry in the frozen regions of the church that 1 was icized 
with thv madnefi of the multitude, and could not reGft 
the temptation of bowing my knee apd worlhipping at 
the united altars of Commerce and of Rapine. Your fo- 
ber minds will reason where I have only felt ; but 
permit me to hope, that to your reasonings you will aflb 
ciate a portion of my feelings, and you will then have 
fuch an application of the fubjc^t as I could 
wifh. 

A few otter skins at Nootka Sound, foon excited the 
fpirit of adventure tn Europe, and not long .tfter the 
Engiifli and Spaniards were going to cut each othe^r^ 
throats about them^ • This, it ieems, was pcifp<^>lv ?-' n- 
fonant to right reafon. Nobody fttfp<i6ted the nations 
were mad. And i» there a man among all the ^i. ..'. crs 
of Chrift wh^ will treat me as mad for exhorting n.y 
Brethren in the Gofpel Miniftry, to propagate religion 
With at much, zeal as the men of the world trade and 
fight for otcer (kins ? God forbid I 

I'hus reviewing ail ranks and orders of men, we fee 
that the children of thi^ world are wifcr, bolder, and 
and more fucccf»ful in their generation than the chil- 
dren of light. E^irneftly befeeching the Lord to give 
you all to fed how llmngly they reproach us.. 

I remain Reverend Brctheren, 

loui aff:dion4te. Brother, 

M.Hi 
F 
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NINTH LETTER. 

Fathers and Brethren f 

HAVI\G traced the general outline of what I 
h'Avt to c.ffer rn Miffiions, 1 leave it to be filled up by 
your private meditations, or bj fome abler arti(l» who 
iT?ay be excited to prefent you with a ficiflied piece on 
this intrrc/ting fubjc^. But I cannot perfuade myfelf 
to iay wficie my p<;n, without again addrcfling to yoa 
the word of exhortation) and when fo many arc for- 
ward in calling vou into the field of political^ or po- 
\tr\\\c difcuffion, certair.ly I majr be bold in provoking 
you to lore o\ the moil difinterefied kindy and to thofe 
good works which are mr-ft acceptable to God, as they 
orlivrate ir the purefl principles. 

In the Reverend Mr Carey's Publication on tkis 
fubjeft, 1 was druc^ with the following parage, which 
I &d!i r;*queft permiflion to lay before yt»u. •* A 
** Chri(ti .1) minifter is a perfon who in a peculiar fenfe 
*< n not Ms own ; he is the fervant of God, and there- 
** fore ' u<ht to be wholly devoted to him. By efttcr- 
** ing on ihat facred cfiice he fol^mnly undertakes t« 
<* be always eugitged, ks much as pofllble, in the Lord's 
** w{ .'k Hnd not to chuie bis own piejfure or employ- 
** n cm, or pmfue rht ministry as a thing which is> to 
•• fcTv.r his own ends, or in»crefts, or as a kind of fye 
** hv: rk. He engages to ^o where Go'\ pleafes, and to 
•* vo or endure whit He iec' (ii to command, in the 
*• exertiic of his tuiidtion He virtually bids, farewell to 
<* f-tends, pieaiureii, and comforts, and ftands in read- 
•* ir:ef> to Ci dure the greatelt iiifferings in the ^crk 
** of his Lord and Mauer. — It is inconuii^ent with min« 
** iftf/k to plcafc thcmfelves with the thoughts of a nu- 
*< merous auditory, cordial frieudsi a civilized country. 
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" legal prote^Rion, affluence} fplcndor or even a compc- 
** tcncy. The fliglui and hatred o{ men, f ilfe friends, 
" gloomy prifous and tortures, the focicty of barbart- 
** ans, of uncouth fpeech miferable accommodations, 
** in wretched wildcrne/Tcs, hungei: and chirii, nalced- 
** nefs, wearinefs and painfulnef^, hard work* and little 
" worldly encouragement, fliould rather be the obje^s 
" of their expedation, Thus the Apoftle- aded in the 
*< primitive times, and endured hardnefs as good fol- 
*< diers of Jefus Chrift ; and though we, who fiyr in a 
** civilized country, where Chrifti^nity it protcded by 
*' la'^, are not called to fufFer thefe thin^^s while we 
<< continue here, yet, I queftion* whether all are juf- 
<* tiHed id ftaying here, while fo many are {>eri(bing. 
" without the means of grace in other lands. Sure f 
*' am that it is entirely contrary to the fpirit of the gof. 
'^ pel, for its minifters to be a^uated by interefted mo« 
** tives. On the contrary their commifllon is a fufficient 
** call for them to venture all, and like the firtl Chrif- 
" tians go every where preaching the gt^fpei." 

Thefe, Reverend Brethren, are fentiments worthy 
of our Character as the Servants of God. Rejeded by 
mercenary eflkyifts and faOiionable declaimers they find 
acc^eptance with you, and are cherifhed in your brealh ; 
but, ala» ! bow negligent are we in giving thefe princi- 
ples their proper culture ! Princl*>lcf did I call them ' — 
To what a dilemma am I redueed ? Shall I wound 
you, or wrong the truth ? Better far if it be fo to of- 
fend men than God* No, Brethren, I dare not call them 
princhicst other Wife than as they are principles of a 
fpeculative fublime theory, which few of us care to 
pra^fe In the clofet we fometimes meditate upon 
them with delight ; in tlie pulpit we enforce tliem with 
energy ; but how foon^ how very foon, do we go away* 
and forget what manner of men we are ? 

*« Who is he," faid the beloved difciple, ^* that over- 
^ ^onieUi the world, but be chat believeth that Jcfas is 



\ 
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<^ the Son of God V* Alas 1 of the thoufsmds of om 
IfraeU whether minifters or their flocks, how few are 
they whofe religion will bear this teft ? Where are the 
holy, happy rpirits who have overcofne the worlds and bjr 
a truly glorious vtdory call contempt on Nfacedon and 
Kome ? Where are the men whofe converPation is £0 is 
heaven, who fo behold the glory of God, as to be ratfed 
above the interetls, the hopes, the fears, the pemps and 
vanities of our petty fyftem ? O how very few the re are 
to whom we can point with our ftnti^er and fay, that 
man is truly apoftolic ! The great Majority of fuck ast 
in the judgment of Charity, may ht deemed Jmcen 
Chriftiansy are neverthelefs, in a feeble innntiiei 
unfetihd date, halting often, fometimes (li^mblingi 
grieving their friends and a^Tording triumph to their 
enemies. Notwithftanding the revival of religion 
which has taken place in England, in the kft fifty year^ 
wiiat littienefs of faith, what coldnefs of love is there 
^ among us \ While we compare ourfelves among oaiw 
feives we are all difpofed to affume praife ; bat when 
we place ourfelves in the light of God's countenance, 
with what difficulty do we endure the divine fplendor V 
What doubts, what fears, too often repel our confidence, 
confound our fpirits, (lop our mouths and prevent the 
delightful accents of ribba Father, which can alone 
gladden our hearts ? 

When I confider the Rate of things among, us I woi> 
der that infidels have not thoughi it worth their while 
to follow, more generally, in the track of Mandeville^ 
and relinqoiihing the attacks upon the doctrine and evi- 
dencies of Chrlftianity, dire&ed their malice to a more 
vulnerable part, and ftahbed our Saviour through the 
peri'ons of his foliowers. Where truth and brotherly 
kiiidnefs find fo much to cenfure and lament, what 
havoc mi^ht we not exped from ignorance, fallhood, 
and malignity ? This indeed appears to have been rfic 
mo.le of attack ad 'ptrd by Voltaire and other peftife^ 
r^Bs fj^ircts ea th« Continent* They have preyaileA: 
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Hie religion of Jefus it profcrtbed> his fibbsiths are 
chtngedy hit aoft trampled upon, and his mediatioti 
dcfpifed. But could Voltaire and bit nefariouicolleaeuet 
work fuch wondeit ? God forbid ! The Priea&, the Pnellt 
betrayed theirGod and their religion. Their bigotry, fu. 
perftition» (ecular andfpirityal wickedneffes, have made 
their flocks infidels* atheilis, and a holy, ric^hteous God 
has delivered them over to be de(lr*>yed and plundered 
by the miferable men whom they have provoke.:, to 
snadn^y and caufed to bla^heme that venerable name 
by which they were called. M4y we fee the rod, and 
learn inftrudion from their fall ! May we be jealou> of 
our miniftryy and compel men to refpect it, by C'^ mak- 
ing the light of our holy converfatior to fhme bef re 
them» that they may fee our good works and gloiify 
our Father who is in heaven. The miniftry has long 
£illen under great contempt among us, and the laity 
Coo generally condder us as mere fecular men, wh> > de- 
claim for pay and with vile grimiice, one day out of 
&ven^ hold forth a language, which if true, condemr.t 
onrielvet as much as uofe who hear us. Inltead of 
blaming them, let us reform ourfeives. Inftead of 
talking of the dignity of our chaniiEter, let us learn to 
ieel andfupport it/. Let us fliow them that we defpife 
inoneyy are fuperior to popularity, anfi have renounced 
adl meddling with what is foreign to our calling Let 
us mark the example of St Pjul, •* Giving," as he 
(ays, ** no offence in any thing that the mioilUy be not 
** blamed ; but in all things appToving ourfeives a» the 
^ minifters of Gsd^ in much patience, in afflidlions, in 
•* neceilities, in dillre/Tes. in Aripes, in impnfoaments, 
'* in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in fatlings, by 
*^ purenef^, by knowledge, by long fuffering, by kind- 
•* neft, by the Holy Ghprt, by love unfti>cned, by the 
^word of truth, by the power of God. by the armour ' 
** of righteoufnefs on the right hanS and on the left, by - 
*• honor and diihonor, by evit rep ^rt auU good report ;, i 
**^ajdeceiver« and yet true ; as unknown, and yj^t. welLi 

F*. 
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** koown : as dyiag and behdld wc live } as cbaSencJi^ 
** and not killed ; as forrowfal, yet always rejoicing ; 
** <ts poor, yet making many rich ; as having nolhiii^^ 
" and yet pofUfffing aJl things." 

Let us do this, and the romiftry will hold up its head. 

And (hould it be thought, that the circumflances of 

•ur living in a Chriftian ceatitry and .enjoying the pro- 

tedl:on of equal laws, difpenie with our exhibiting fbme 

of thofe atteftitions of oor-minifby, which the ApofUe 

enumerates, I beg leave to obferve that as a mere nofl^ 

inai Chriftianity la our coontrymen wil{ never (hield x^ 

ir^m contempts hatred, reproach, and perfecution, as far 

as the laws, of the land will permit, in the faitbfixl 

difcharge of our miniftryi fo the poflTeiBon and excercffe 

#1 fervent and expanfive charity, both to the evil ^nd 

the good, would neceiTarily make as fymboltze with the 

Apoitles in labors, watchihgs, fafiingSt afflii^ion, necef- 

£iies and dif^refTes of various kinds. An attempt 

t3 do much good is the fure way to fufler much eviL 

Pr /vided we will let the world go on as itpleafes, aodfee 

•ur fellow creatures pofting to perdition without any^ 

or with only teeble attempts to fave them, they will 

leave us alone, and perhaps fpeak well of us ; but lek 

us tiirow ourfelves in their way, let us attempt to ftem 

th<; torrent, and we (hull find religion wilt receive littl^ 

better treatment at this day, than k did eighteen hun* 

^red years agoi Oar meeting with fo Httle perfecutioa 

lor r^hteoufnefs fake, is one demon llratton, that our 

reiigion does not over much gall the Devil and kit 

children. For he and they will certainly fight for thcit 

kiiiirdom. But 't is worfedill that we tttmjiudioufytt^ 

fly-in rhe crofs of Chrirt. How many of us are quniing 

ibme ficaations, and rejecting others, which promise 

much ufetuioef^^ merely becaufe we think dur learning^ 

a&:i caleats tiro wn away on the poor, or our flipends 

foi^ fmall that we cannot live upon them like Gcntleno^ili 

or becuuiV our fpiriis are too high to ftoop to owe out 

m-*Tntta-an>: " to plouiv fii^-ifii ; or becaufe w* cannot 

live by faith Qn tlic libexalivy and iaithfttiaef;» of Chrift;i^ 
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Md endure the profped of leariHg our widows and or- 
phans to his fapport ? How iew of us prefer a poor 
pUce to a rich one* and think it a fufficienc rcafon taw 
doing foy that we can be more ut'efui, and more pious^ 
in au humble Ration. 

i flatter myfelf none of you. Brethren, will ask, Whafe 
ba^ all this to do with Miflions ? But if you do, I an* 
(wfitf evidently very moch. While we betray this fec- 
ular fpirity are fo very polite, and fo mnch like tine' 
Gentlemen^ what have we, or what ougki we to have, (o 
do with Mifliions ? i'o what can it be aicribed, but to 
the prevalence of this fpirit, and of thefe manners, that 
we hardly ever think of them ? Are not Heathen men f 
Have they not fouls to be faved ? Dare we avow other 
end in our miniftry than the falvation of men^ fouls Y 
'Are we not commanded to go and preach the gofpel tcr 
them i Are there any difcouragements which ftop the 
•hiidrenof the world in the puriuit of money; and if we 
Idved ibuls as well as they love money would difcouiw 
. '-^igemeBts ftop us ? Are the minifters of the goipei the 
Mily men born with die fouU of women ? Have we 
a right to talk of dang;ers and fnffcrings, who believe 
the Son of God was mcarnate for our fake, born in m 
ftabie, cradled in a manger, lived on alms, had n» 
plvice where to lay his head, and expired like a m^ile- 
£<i^or on acrofs^ Let moral! (Is decline danger and 
ihrink at death ; but let not us, who call ourfelves em« 
ph^tically go/pei mini/hrii who rejoice in Chrift crucified^ 
who preach remiflioD of fin in his name, and fpeak of 
a life hidden with him in God, let us not follow their ex- 
ample t or, if we do, let us caadidly contefs, that our wa- 
vering faith has no tirm hold of Him, who is the re(^ 
arreftion and the life. And if Heathen are men, !iave 
f<^UEl:>, and the only end of our minifiry is the falvatioa 
of men's fouls ; if we are commanded to preach che^ 
gofpelto them, if we love iguh as well as the childrea , 
df this world love money, if we are not womtn in the 
Ibrm of men» and if the fuffcrings of Jesus prohibit 
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•11 punilaaimnui clamon about fafferings amd daan^ 
it not oar God jealous, does he not require ckeerTul^ 
uiiifortn obedicnccy and will He hold us guiltleis^ if we 
rtf ui'e to obey his pleafure ^ Saj we (hall not forfeit Heau 
▼en, though we all lurk at home like fluggards, yet it 
there nothing in our fouls, whidi aipires to hea?enly 
pT aife and glory I With this littlene(t of foul ihall we 
not blufli to meet the A[>oftlet in their Mafter't joy I 
Shall we be content t« be iaved as by firef when wt are 
•ailed each of us to enter into glory like EUiah in fol- 
cmn triumph ? O where is the Lord God of Elijah I Or 
where the ipiritof him. who faid'< it becometh me to fid* 
** fill aii ri2hteousne(s>*-it is my meat and drink to do 
** the wilt or Him who fent me,and to finiQi the work 
^* irhich He has given me to do ?*' . , 

How long* Brethren, (hall we rebel againft our Lord) 

How long. Tike Jonah, (hall we attempt to flee from hit 

fpirit, and rtfafe to carry glad tidings of great oy unto 

adl people ? Should fome fneering inndel take up 

this publication* What would he (ay on reading it } 

What can we ezpedl him to fay ? I iancy I hear him 

czprefsing himself in- the following language».** What 

do«s this mad fellow mean ? w£y does he not go to 

** the Heathen himfelf ? Or if he did, can he imagine 

^ his enthuiiaftical publications will make others as mad 

*^ as himfelf ? Let him write (or ever, our Bi(hops, Arch* 

** deacons, andother church dignitaries will not budge an 

^ iuch. Rtctcr*, Vicars, and Curates, are well difpofed 

** CO follow th::ir good example, and will never be pre- 

* vailed on to turn fpiricual knight- errants. The Di£- 

** fenterswho charge the Eftabliihment as the,elderdaugh» 

** ter of Rome and fay her mimfters preach only £or fat 

** livings, have no more zeal than the men they reprove 

** to encounier their miflionary windmills. Even the 

<* Methodills, who coniider themCblves as the giand 

*^ Rdormers of theday, aad v^ip^'Ur about the hardthipe., 

** of their itineranoy, love to keep in fnug quarters ta 

** Old Ln^ianU. or h vz iO (iom^tch to venture farxhee. 

^^-tbanoor W.nki iud^a -i(lands,,whert ihey live ia ccioi*:* 
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'ifort» and can aflume the important name of miflion* 
** ariesy without experiencing the hardihips of the under« 
** taking The modeft, quiet Moravians, are the onlf 
*' people, who feern to believe the A.poftles and Prophets 
" and who whether they do much or little, look the 
^< hardihips of a miflion in the face like men. iliit 
<* fellow had better think of his own preferment^ and 
** dream of miflijns on a foft bed, than thus proclaim hint 
*" (elf a fool bjr fuppoiing his letters can do good in the 
•* world.'* 

Churchmen, DiffentervMethodtfts, what will you reply 
to this reproach ? ShaiAe make a book to confute hirdi 
It will be fouiidt 1 fear on the trial, that it is easier t« 
make a hundred books, than to engage one nun to prove 
the fiacerity of his love to perilhing finnerSfby facrificing 
himCelf and his family to their welfare Here we are 
differing from each •ther in various p^iintSy and contend- 
ing hard to (hew that oiir own Se6t, whatever it is, it 
lodged in tbe penitralia of the Temple of Truth# 
and is the foremoit in the race for heaven ; 
bnt when the queflion is ' pat, Which of yon 
wilLforfake all, deny himfelf, take up his crofs, andj^ 
if God pleafis* die, ibr his religion ^ It presently 
appears that ChurchmentDiiTenters, and Methodifts, are 
more closely united in principle and practice than they 
are aware of. We all Araightway, with one confen^ 
begin to make apologies and to fay, I pray have me ex* 
cufedy while fome openly cad contempt on the uriderti^ 
king»and throw oiii^ evangelical jokes upon the few wh» 
confider miflions in a ferious light. Shall Churchmen^ 
Diifentersy Methodiih, deny these fadts, because there 
are among each of them a few men whofe condud may 
be urged as an exception againft them i Surely this is 
disingenuous. 

Many of us complain of an antichriAian union betweem 
Church and fiate, and that religion is fettered, and made, 
like achild,-to walk in leading ittings. We iky that re- 

ien floaciiked moii wh^ |he £u) to conteiid wi!^!^ 
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the State, and had no other fupport than what ihe.de* 
rived from her own native ftrength. Let this be granted. 
Ir was fo ciice* but it is a little problematical whettier 
it would be fo now. ** Tempora mutantur et noa mata* 
mur in ill Is/' '\re we apojiolk Qhriftiani ? Can v/e 
contend with hunger, third, cold, nakednefs, perils, ajad 
the fword ? C^n nu^ walk without thofe leading firings ! 
If we can, and if we feel them fo galling, fo degradingt 
why do we not do fo ? Are there not two thirds of the 
world, where we (hall not be infulted bjr legal prote^oot 
or be paid, like fecular men, for our labor ? Have 
we not full oportonity of &;wing the politicians and 
great men of Europe, that Chrift, his minifters, 
and people, are able to uphold their reliffion in 
the world, without their support and raat we 
can multiply now, as in the primitive ttmei 
like the polypiis» when he is cut in pieces ? And yet 
the precife reafon why we do not tng^gt in Midiont is 
because we cannot enjoy ihs^/ecular protedion, and ihfffe 
fecular comforts, wfiiich we h»ve in England. To follow 
the Son of God where he has no place to lay hit liead^ 
and no other recompence to ofiTer us, than the cop he 
drank of and the baptifm with which he was baptifed, U 
more I fear than we are able to do ; and until we can do 
fo, it will remain very qaeftionable, whether we can walk 
without out our leadings firings. 

This appears to be the cafe fo evidently, that tfaofr 
who patronize Miffionsfeel it neceiTary to fecularize theo^ 
and to put them, a3 much as poifible, oathe fame foodl^ 
asaparochialCure inEurope- They are afraid of alarmii^ 
us by fhewing the dark fide of things, and hardly conceit 
that there exiil among us men, whofe fpint,dare afpireto 
an apofto/ic warfare. Hence it is, that neither they nor 
we have faith to think of fubdumg kingdoms ; nor are 
tbey to be fubdued by a few fair weather foldiers, accom- 
jpanted by delicate woiqen and children, educatedin fafli*. 
lonable accompJifhments,and accuflomed to all thedelica* 
(^es of life | wboareabsolutelyincapaUeoCexpofiDj^tbem^ 
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felves toibn, wind, or rainy orjofexercifin^ those charities 
which were once the ornament and praifc •£ Christian 
matrons. I fear, I fear greatly, that I write to the winds 
and that neither Chriflian Mintfters nor their wives, have 
piety enough for this engagement ; and that the Mif- 
fionaries we are able to fend out with the equipage, 
they require for their camp, will do no more towards 
fobduing Itidia to the faith t>f Chrift, than a few effem- 
inate Afiatics^ with their Harams, and dancing girls, 
would do in an attempt to bring Great Britain under the 
yoke of the Mogul. 

If there were absolutely none to encourage the at- 
tempt, and nothing exifting at this day in the form of a 
miffion, the condudof the minifters of Chrift would be 
more excusable ; but it feems, as if the providence of God 
liad kept alive fome fenfe of dutyi and ibme examples of 
seily both among laity and clergy, to be a teftimony a- 
gainft us, and to hold us up to infamy to future generat 
tions. What is done, indicates, that we know out daty 
and what is left undone evinces, that we have no inclina- 
tion to do it. We minifters have no reason to complain 
of the laity. They are willing to give us all encourage- 
ment ; nay, they invite and K>licit u» to engage ; and 
freely offer to do all in their power to make us comfr>r« 
table ; and yet we refufe to Uir. I am lirry to fay, that 
tbikjreproach falls more immediately on myfclf and 
•ther^^/^/ minifters, in the eAabiiihmcnt. The Sierra 
I«ef)ne Chaplainfhip went a begging pretty far before it 
fell into the bands of my Collea)(ue and myfelf ; and 
now that we have declined it, it lies ne^kdcd, as no 
man diinks it wmtii his while to pick it up For fome 
grears great enquiries were made to prrxure an Affiiinnt 
m»mfttr |br the Reverend Mr. JohoPn, ai Porr Ja'.kfoni 
mnd with mtintte difficulty, that poft is, at lalt, titled ; 
but all the eixquiries made amony gofiel mir.ifters, fur 
three years paft, aiut, .shK:h ar<* Itiii making, ttier an 
afliUant for the Reverend Mr. BrowUf at Calcutiai have 
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hitherto been without efiPe^. Whetl^ this does iu hf^' 
oi> I leavt ihe wprid to judge. 1 £ball hci^ever co&traft 
ihefe f.i.A» with cue from Mr. Spangenberg, a Moravian 
Bffbop, who infonjcif ut, that when» at Bechlebem in 
Korth .*Vinerica, e tters were read in the Brethren's 
•ongregationy ftatirg, that feveral of their miffienaries 
fcad been carried off by fickncfs in tl\e Ifland of St. 
Ihoxnas. in the Weft Indies, that vtry day feren Breth^ 
veB offered to go and replace them.—- This is juft what 
thiiigs ought to be, and any Church which caB produce 
fcch men may engage in Miffipns* 

That our Brethren of the various denomiaatitms of 
Englifli DifTenters have any caufe to rejoice over us in 
this refped is more than! know. Except the Rev. Mr. 
Carey and a friend who accompanies him» 1 am not tn- 
fcrmed of any of fheir mtnifters who are engaged in mif- 
ions. Would to God t}iey would undertake fomething 
in this way for Chrift, which might provoke ui to jeal- 
ousy !— The Revet end Dr. Coke has of late yean 
slone fomethir\g in this w.iy in our Weft India Iflands ; 
and might have done much xnoTty had the Methouift 
Preachers, as a Udy^ given him that unequivocal fupportf 
to which his T,t:^\ in fuch a caule ihouid entitle him — 
Hitherto thofeMiftions may be confidered as ^/Vmiftion^ 
vather than th«le cf the Methodifts I am, hoWover,' 
h;«ppy to be informed that his Brethren, begm to enter 
more heartily into the fpirit of Miftions, asd 1 Batter my* 
firif they will now emh^ik in them, with all their 
{evil, and all their ftrengch. But, whether they do it or 
aot» it is intinitely to be defired that itihould be done by 
iiomz of us } for however we may fuppofe ourfelvc% en» 
lilted to reprove each other' about modes oi faith ind 
form* of worth ip, upon thi^ biiiinefs. I know not who may 
U row the firft ftone. And if I take the liberty of fpeak- 
ing f< ' freely, I appeal to God) it is not because I fnppofe 
myfelf entitled t«' reprove others h^m Aiiy met it ol tny 
•wp ; but because i mgenuouily conicii my iiuy and am 
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willing to come In for a full Iharc of our common 
ihame. 

Our condu^ in refpc<^ cf Miffions, evinces beyond 
every thing the low degraded (late of the ChriSian 
miniftry, and the ideas which too generally prevail about 
it threaten to degrade it ftill lower. An im;^roper atcr.ch- 
ment to fccuUr intere'ls and honors,cxenstoo much of its 
baleful influence over »hofc wh:fc principles teach them 
better things ; but whai confcqucnces may not be cx- 
pefted to How from the love of money, ar^d the 
love of prdfe, when men oi the firft character ar.d 
influence in the church avow tbczH, as al/crjj^bh 
viotives of 7niniftsrial conduct. NivcrtlicLfi, we 

h^ve lived to hear them fo avowed, and to the ihame of 
human nature, but to the exempiidcaiion of the fcrip- 
ture dcclaraiion, that by wifJom men knew not God, 
to hear them avowed from the admirable pen of Arch- 
DKACON Pally. Afler adducing other rcafons to flicw 
th.it a diillaction of orderi in the nilaillry, is mofi con- 
ducive to the general jiiJ.* of itb inAitution he concludes 
as follows — ** And l.'.il'.y, th.a ih^ f\me fund produces 
•- more t tfjvTt, ho;h .i.> aii al'ui.:n-rit lo rDcn C'f talenis lo 
Ciller ir.io ti:e Church, i:nJ ab ;i llimulus to tlje indufiry 
of those whoarc./reai; in it, ^-' tn diffiibiiLcd into prizes 
oi'diff-rent v.Kcic, than wh^a ^i. Idcii i:.to equal fh.iiis." 
— .Palcy'j Moral Piiiiolbphy, vol. 2, p 32^. 

God f.f. bcavm and earth, whit a fta*) is this to tlie 
vitah of thy rtW^K/.i ! 1 x\ pcai to every ffodly man in 
]ini;iand, Wl.eilicr ;U1 tlic I'A'inu, all the learning, and 
. all the virtues of a Pale/, can Ihicld tiic rnia who avr^vvs 
ihtfc fentinicacs from liis contempt ? Aad yet thi& is the 
man who teaches us morah — wiio inlbufts our young 
mlnfters — whofe book is honoured and applauded iu 
our Univeifiiies ! Bat who that adepts thef^ fcnti/ntnts 
will enga^re ill miifions ? Alas, the allureiusnt^thejlim' 
uliuy tke prizes^ Mr. Faley talks of, may induce mtw to 
cultivate their taLnits with as much care i-s he has done, 
and to write as well as he has written ; and th-jy in-iy, 

G 
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perhaps, draw from our ecclefiaftical lottery, as rich a 
prize a? he has drawn; but as foon may the carrion crow 
b^get a dove, as they will induce him to condudl him- 
felf in a miniftry as becometh the gofpel of Chrift« 

Thus it is that we are not afhamed to drive infolent 
bargains with the Son of God, and tell him we will 
iioop to afFume the contemptible charad^er of his ambaff- 
4iiors, if he will hold out to us rich and honorable prizes 
to allure men of our talents into the Church, and to Sim- 
ulate cur induftry when we are in it. Truth, virtue, re- 
ligion, God and heavenly glory, are no allurements, no 
Itimulus, Jo our afpiring minds, until they receive the 
c'.irrency of this world, by being attached to the foolscap 
of human honor, or to that pernicious metal, which can 
transform the ApoClles of Satan into the ministers of 
Chriil. Otliers of us appear afhamed of thefe fimonical 
pra<5t{ces9 and fay,**Lord I will follow thee whitherfoever 
*' thou goeft ;only (hew pae a little more indulgence than 
** thou haft (hewed to thyfelf. Excuse me from watch- 
** ing and agonizing with thee in Gethfemane. I will 
*^ take up my crofs ; I only deprecate the being crucified 
«* upon it. I am willing to forfake much ; but compaf- 
'* iionate my weaknefs, and do not command >ne to fell 
*• all. I will follow thee any where on land j but O fpare 
** me jthe horrors of a voyage by fea. I will preach 
•* for thee amongft the poorell of my own na- 
** tion ; but do not lend me to a flrange country. 
*' 1 acknowledge I am a mifcrable (inner, unworthy to 
** be a door keeper in thyhoufe, neverthclefs,my elocution 
** is popular, 1 am much followed and applauded ; Will * 
** it not be more for thy glory for me to iUy at home, 
** while any man of iafetior talents may go and preach 
" to the Heathen ? I have heard that they offer human 
•> faciitices in Otaheite, eaj men in New-Zealand, are 
** abfolutely bxutidi at Port Jackfon, and that the fcorcfa- 
** ing fun and heavy rains in Africa are inevitably fatal. 
** O let the life of thy ilrvant be precious in thy (ight! 
" Send :nc not to untame»ible barbarians, or to a clime 
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" where I cannot be certain of my life for a day. Be- 
" fides the difficulties of thcfc undertakings are infuper- 
•* able. It is probable I mud cultivate the ground 
" for my maintenance, and I have been brought up del- 
" icately from a child. Thy Apoftles who were poor 
•* fifhermen, and never poiTcifed my extenfivc learning, 
•* elegant manners, and genteel notion^, were well fuited 
** to this rough work ; yet even they preached to a civ- 
** ilized people and being fumiihed with miraculous 
** powers, their labours were the more produdive ; but 
'* what fhall I do who have not their advantages, and 
** have my mind fo vitiated by falfe learning, that I can- 
" not ftoop to the fimplicity of the gofpel ? Certainly 
'* to engage in midions is to plough on a rock, or to 
•* build on the wave. O let me be any thing but a roif- 
** fioaary, for my foul finks within me at the mention 
*^ of it, nor can I derive ary confiderations from earthy 
" heaven, or hell to nidk^ me willing to die for thy 
** fake. I am not iingular in my opinion of miffions, 
** for we are all agreed clcr-iy and laity, church nien aTi.l 
*' difFenters, Indian directors and parliitmcot men, with 
*• few exception?, that they are impraffltcab'e ; and th it 
** if they were not, yet ** raifllonaries would be a difvjjrar- 
" to any nation ;'* that we have no right to Inreifere in 
" the changing the religion of a foreign country. They 
•* would certainly deftroy the Slave Trade in Africa ; 
** and fome well informed, refpe<5table Dire^ors of the 
** India Company, are of opinion that they would "fub- 
** vert the Britilh Empire in Indoftan," which, they think 
** of far greater confcquence than the edabliHiment of 
'* thy defpifed kingdom. A few wretchedPariars might 
** indeed be converted, or rather made hypocrites b7 
** Chriftian charity ; but there is nothing in Thee, or 
** thy gofpel, to influence Chiefs of the noble Cads (whofe 
*' fouls are certainly more valuable than thofe of the vile 
** Partars as is a thoufand to one) to forfake the religion' 
** of their anceflors. Good Lord, what is to be done 
«* where every thing thus makes agaiaft us ? O defift 
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" from thy purpofe ! Thou art the Savi'our of all men, 
" and God is a merciful Father to them all ; if it pleafe 
** ihce, thou canftfavcthe Heathen without the gofpel, 
•« and, if not, thy nxjill be done, Neverlhelefs Lord, if thou 
" wilt force us to cultivate this unpromifing field, do 
" not tliink offending mifTionaries out immediately, but 
"let lay fchcol-mafters go to receive the fir(l fire, and 
** teach the little children reading iand writing ; and 
*' tlien will wc go, and enter into their labors : for the 
" exp:ricnceof ages has taught us, that where the prcach- 
*' ing of the gofpel makes one Chriftian, edu :ation makes 
" ten. Heace inRend of preaching firft to the parents, 
<* ar.d then ellablifiiing fchools, for the education of the 
<* children, as the Apoftles did (who knew that the 
<' Avord of the fpirit was of heavenly temper— an inftru- 
** merit into which the God of Glory had wrought all his 
•* attributes, we, having loft the art of ufingit, and that 
" vigorous arm which gives it the demonftralion of the 
*• fpirit ard of power) we go to work anrther way, by 
" educating children firil? and many are of opinion, that 
" the bed way of enlightening the Heathen is by putting 
" the moon in the fun's fphere, and having children to la- 
" ftrudl their parents, rather than parents to teach their 
" children. — If Lord thou wilt ferioufly weigh all thefe 
<* things, we flatter ourfelves thou wilt be of our way of 
"thinking." 

Wild, ludicrous, and even blafphemous, s this folil* 
oquy may be, I am perfuaded, it does not <:ontain a 
fcntiinent, which is not the genuine cflFufion of the hu- 
man heart. 1 have traced fome of them in my own 
heart, and I have deteded others, in the language which 
has beeil frequently held to me on miflions. I have 
only thro wn^tliem together, given them a tongue and ut- 
terance, and expcfed them without difguife as they walk 
before God, who fearches the heart. If miniftcrs and 
Christians will not recognize what ezifts in their hearts, 
and lives in their lives, I have at lead done my duty in 
fetting it before them. It they fee themfelvcs in the 
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glafs I hold up. I truft, wiih God's blefliDg* it 
may produce falutar j e£Feds, ca]l them into adion» 
and enable them to ftop the mouth of malevolent re- 
proach ; that it may no longer be faid the minifters of 
Chrift are, as they have been, for centuries, with com- 
. paratively few exceptions the rooft degenerate^ the moft 
inconJiftenU ^uid moft dafiardly race of men whoever czift- 
ed on earth. 

Ought not wc to have compaflion on our brethren, 
even as God hath coinpaflion on us ? Have we looked 
into the heait of Jesus Chrift, and is it thus we read 
it ? Do we dwell in God, and God in us, and can we 
continue tlius cold and obdurate, amidft the everlafting 
burnings of his love ? O let us prove our faith by our 
works, and (hew men who miftake our dodrine, that 
In preaching judification by faith> we do not fct afide, 
but eftabli(h the moral law ! By the fongs of angels, 
who proclaimed peace and love at our Redeemer's birth : 
b> the folemn injundtiun of Him who faid, ** Ye are my 
friends, if ye keep my commandments^/' by the glorii-us 
Pentecod, when every language praifed (i^^ \ by the 
multitudes who have waihed their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb ; by the ads of the Apoftles and the fuffer- 
ingsofthe martyrs; by the expiring pangs of Jefus, 
and by tliose fins of ours which brutfed him, and put 
him to grief; by their remiflion, if we have indeed tail- 
ed that the Lord is gracious ; by the f«ai ful end of that 
fervant who buried his Lord's talent ; by the curfes 
and execrations vhich reft upon the Chriftian name ; 
by the rivers of Heathen blood which Chriftians h:t\'e 
(hed, and which call for expiation at our hands ; <^ if 
there be any confolation in Chrift, if any comfoit cf 
love, if any fellow (hip of the fpirit, if any bowels and 
mercies," I befeech you honored and beloved Brethren, 
hdve mercy on the Heatlien, and fo fulfil the joy of 
your Lord. 

And now, Brethren, I throw myfelf at your f et ; 
and ask pardon for every ra(h and wounding cxpreffijn. 

Gi 
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which may have fallen from my pen. Confcious infeiiority 
bows me down, and nothing but a fenfe of duty acd the 
love of trutli could have ereded my mind to write with 
the freedom -I have done, and to admonifh thus loudly 
the miciftcrs of Chrift, the lead of whom I confider as 
my fuperior. If I have efFended» I befeech you to forgive 
me, even as God for Chrift's Ikke forgiveth you. If I 
have, in any refpe6l, overftepped the fobemtfs of truth, 
or violated the meeknefs of wifdom, I truft I fiiall find 
mercy of the Lord, as having done it ignorantly, from 
a fincere dedre to promote his glory, the interetls of his 
religion,the happineis of his people, the falvation of the 
Heathen, and the honor and dignity of his miniftering 
fervants* I once more fubmit to your candid attention, 
as well as to your judicious corredion, the contents of 
thefe pages. I promife ferioufly to review my own 
obligations to ad in the way I recommend to you ; 
and I flatter myfelf, that fome one will take up the 
fubjedfc where I have laid it down, and do it that juftice, 
#rhich it cannot receive from my hands. 

I bare the iio&our to fubfcribe myfelf, with cordial 
cfteem. 

Fathers andBrethren^ 

Your fellow fervant in the patience and tribulation 

of Jefus, 

M. H. 



PROTESTANT MISSIONS. 77 

On the Efforts of Prbtejiant Miffionanes in the 

laji Century. 

FROM the time of the reformation, to the eighteenth 
century, the efforts of Miffionary zeal were few and fee- 
ble. More attentive to preserve themselves and their 
flocks from the afsaults and seductions of Popery, than to 
extend their labours to the unknown heathcn» with all 
the difficulties of acce(s and ezpenfe neceflarily aUend mt 
on fuch an undertaking, the service languilhed, and at 
the various establifhments which the Protetlants formed 
in the Eaft and Africa, their chaplains attended only oa 
the garrifons, or ferved the few, very few churches ered« 
cd by the government* 

The Danes feem to have (hewn the mod attention to 
Miffionary attempts, and in Greenland and at Tran- 
quebar, in the £aft Indies» a few labourers ftniggled 
to difpel the thick darknefs of heathenism } as the 
Eoglilh, growing in profperity and Eaftern ac* 
quiiitions, enlarged their borders on the coaft of 
Cororaandely a (bciety, which had been long formed 6}t 
the propagation of the Gofpel, adopted the Danifh 
MifHonaries at Tranquebar, and with the addition of % 
few excellent Germans, a succeisfid Miflion was carried 
on in the lower part of the Carnatic ; chiefly under the 
care of the Dani(h Miflionaries, and latterly by the zeal- 
ous e£Ebrts of Mr Swartz (now gone to his reward) Mr« 
Jaenicke and Mr. Gerricke ; who seem truly devoted to 
their work, and bleiTed in their labours, but lament much 
the afflictive reduction of their number by death and the 
'Want of labourers where the harveil n^'ght yet be plen- 
teous. 

The next confiderable effort may be juflly afcri- 
bed to a man, of whom the world has heard the bittered 
abuse. Count Zinzendorff, after kindly harbouring at 
Bethelfdorff, the poor exiles from Moravia^ became 
their btfhop and ordinary ; and directing their attention 
to thofe whom no man had cared for, the heathen in gen- 
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erdy and the Hayes in the Caribbee illands ; he fent forthf 
in a great variety of diredions, fome fimple^hearted and 
plain followers of the Lamb of God^ to teftiff of the 
efficacy of his bloodi determining to know nothing bat 
Jefus Chrifty and him crucified. We cannot enter into 
the detail of their zealous labours, fuccefsful or rmfuece/T- 
ful for many of them have failed where they de- 
ferved the greateft praise for their zeal and fidelity 
but the accounts which they have publiihed of the ftate 
of their Miffions, manifeft Uie moft patient perfeverance, 
and afford the pleafing profpeA that they will have 
many of the heaven as ftars in their crown of rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord. 

Soon after the Moravians revived in Germany^ the 
Methodifts r«(e up in England, and, among other inftan- 
ces of their zeal for Chrift and his caufe» Meffrs. John 
and Charles Wesley embarked for Georgia, in North 
America, and commenced those labours which their 
iuccefsors have purfued, with unremitting zoal» to this 
day ; in the eonverfioti, we hope, of many tk ^.^ia s 
among the Negroes in the plantationsi and other heathen 
on the Continent. 

Some efforts were made among the Laplanders by the 
Swedes. The North Americans have made some at- 
tempts to evangelize tlie Indian nations in their vicinity, 
where the labours of a Brainerd and an Elliot deferve to 
be had in everlafting rememberance. The Dutch, amid 
all their commercial enterprizcs, have not forgotten the 
Gofpel, and in all places of their dominion, at the Cape, 
Ceylon, and the Moluccas, have brought many of the 
Inhabitants to the profeflion, at leaft, of Chriilianity. 
Among later effurts,we would notice, with cordial appro- 
bation, thofe of the Englith Bapcifts ; who ftirred up by 
one of their zealous brethren, (now a Mifiionary) com- 
menced their career in India, and have exhibited degrees 
of zeal and perfeverance highly dcferving of approbation. 
Some fmall beginnings, after years of patient waiting, 
give promifing hope that their labour will not be in vaia 
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in the Lord, especially as their converts have relinqaifli- 
ed the caft, which was confidered hy many as an iDfu- 
pcrable obftacle to t r? 'ntroduction of Chriftianitj. Their 
tranflation of the Scriptures into the Bengalee language* 
now happily accomplifhed and publifhed, claims the ad- 
miralion and praife of every true Chriftian, May 
that word have free course and be glorified abundant- 
Ijr! . 

[Miss. Trans. Introduc. voL i. p. 7.] 



Particular Bapti/i Society in England for propa'- 
gating the Go/pel among the Heathen'. 

Mtflrs. Carey & Thomas, arc at prefent[ 1 795]in the 
EalV Indies, as raiflionariesfromy^# PariictilarBapttft So* 
cietyinEngland^ for propagating theGofpel among the Heathen. 
This Society v;as formed by the ParticutaryOr Calvinidic 
Baptifls, in the year 1791. Soon afterward, tliey became 
acquainted with Mr. Thomas, a member of their own 
connection, who, having been in Bengal, a fargeon of the 
Oxford Indiaman, in two voyages, m 1783 and 1 786, 
had, at both time$, endeavoured to fpread the knowledge 
of the gofpel amonj) the natives. His endeavours were 
attended with fome fucccfs ; and he was encouraged to 
remain among them Hve years and a half. He then i^- 
tumed to England, with the view of promoting a miffioa 
more exterilvely ufeful than he could himfelf carry on. 
Mr. Carey, a Baptifl Mini tier, then at Leicefler, who 
had writte:^ an " Inquiry into the Obligations of Chrift- 
*♦ ians to ufe means for the Converfion of the Heathen,'* 
exprcfled an inclination to accompany Mr. Thomas on 

, a million to Bengal. After being folemnly fet apart to 
this fervicc, they fet f-iil from Dover, June 1 3, 1 793, and 
arrived at Calcutta on the i iih of November that f^me 

* year. They entered dirc^Iy on their labourS| vifited tho^ 
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who had been converted by the miniftry of Mr. Thomas, 
a^d began to traoflate the fcripcure into the language of 
country. 

[Thco. Mag. vol. ii. p. 215.3 
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Extrafl from Mr. Thomas' Diary^ 
Auguji 19, 1790. 

* Endeavour to recollect a little of Parbote^s unequalki 
• prayer.' 

Expressions in Parbotee*$ Prayer. 

<* I performed the rights of the Ganges ; I called this 
^* g9od — I wor(hipped woodr& ftone ; 1 called Mis good: 
'^ I heard the (hafters of men, that are ail falfe and vain ] 
'* I called this good — Lord, I ama moft wretched crea^ 
*^ ture to this day ; I know nothing — nothing ! I have 
** fpent all my days in wickednefs, and have not obtain- 
^ edthe lead knowledge of God. O put far from me thefe 
<< evil things ! O make them depart far from me. I 
** have hearkened now to thy word. I will hear them 
*^ no more — 1 will not the lead regard the idols •f wood 
*< and done any more !— Vanity : lies. Lord, I will 
** hear no more at all these ihaftcrs of the Hindoos ; 
•* they are ail falfeand vain. Wretched finner ! Save 
** me ! O favcr— fave, fave me. Give— ^ve — O give 
«« — Give, O Lord I Give me to know — Hell ! what? 
*« —Heaven ! what ?— Without the blood of Chrift I ^ 
<< fhall never be faved. Without the flelh of ChHa I 
** ihali never live,— Lord, what is the meaning of this f 
** I know not what it is — ^how can I get the blood of 
•* Chrift ? — O teach me, I will do any Saing thou fay'ft 
«< —Cad ! what ?-.Home ! what ?— Friends ! what ? 
^* —life ! what ? — What is any thing ? all is noih- 
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t^ rag but thee. I want no moneji I want nothing but 
** thee. O what a wretched iiuuer Kro I ! O tell roe 
« thy way ! O tell me by Munjhee ; tell me by th^SaSaib* 
** We are going to CMlcutta — Many, wicked things are 
** there. O keep us all while we tiay there. 
<< O that I had but lo?e ! O that I had but faith ! 
^<« _0 that I had forgivenefs ! O that I had but thefe 
•• things which thy people have. Like them~0 give 
^ roe like thero. O Lord, how roany evil thines are in 
** roy roind every day ! I am a wicked blafphemous 
*' wretch ! I have (hame in roe — Wicked fharoe before 
^ the people, and wicked fear of men ; — Far» O far 
•• away from me, put far away my (ins. Fcrgive me ; 
<■ and teach me what I (hall de. I will do any thing. 
<« O that I did but know what to do: O give— give^p 
•* give — Lord, what (hall, what can I do ?* 

* Here he bur(l into a flood of tears, with now and then 
' fnch fervent cries, as I never before heard : he contia« 

* ued in prayer about half an hour. I read and explain- 
' ed the faithful promifes of God to fupply the poor and 

* needy tand to fatiify the thirily foul with living waters ; 

* fpoke of the roind, and the inner man, delighting 
' tn God ro^nifeded in the fle(h, and crucified for iin ; 
' that this was eating the iiefh and drinking the blood of 

* Chrift. After concluiiing, he returned to his boat,:indv 
' as the Mun(hee tells me, wept there ovtr his own (in- 

* fiilnefsj a long time/ 

[Bap. Per. Ace. vol. i. p. 24] 



8i MR. CAREY TO THE CHURCH 

Mr. Carey to the Church at Leice/ier^ lately under 

his Pajloral Care. 

Bandell, Dec 25, 1793, 
My very dear Friends, 

LONG before this time I expefted to have fent you ^ 
an account of my welfare and of the dealings of God 
with rac; but having beeix prevented till now, I embrace 
the prefent opportunity with pleafure, a^d referring you 

to Mr. Y for an account of my voyage and all the 

incidents relating to it, I fhall principally addrcfs my- 
{t\^ to you (as to thofe wh of e eternal welfare I have much 
at heart) refpedfcing the things of God. Often do I re- 
colled with a mixture of pleafure and pain, the fwcct 
communion which I have enjoyed with you.-— To^oa 
I delighted not only to communicate the gofpel cf 
Cl.iiin;, but my own foul alfj, becaufe you were dear 
unto me ; aud particularly (hall I always remember the 
memorable time of my parting from you — that was 
indeed the trial of love ; but the great undertaking 
in which I am engcigtd preponderated, and ilill weighs, 
down in my riind every other confi deration. 

I h ivc c;,! tdir.ly left much /octal pleasure Hnce Icime 
1/uhcr, as 1 cuixHot pr.vHch yet, except to n.y own fam- 
ily, not b:-ing fiiffi..iciuiy ;i ,qujiutcd wi:h tlie language ; 
n-.r have 1 a.t picfcnt i?ii^re thna one chriilian friend to 
v.hom i can op^n ir.y r.:iad, :>.ildeb my cclleac:ae*Mr. 
y /;,/7;.;/. — 1 um lurroiuided 0/ heathen — all places in 
ihj country arc fi:il of monun^cnts of idolatry, and every 
mcruiii;^ g^^^^t numbersjof people may be feen at the riv- 
er's fide payin^q; their devotion to the luater^ which they 
take \\\i ill haiidfuls and pray to in the moft fervent man- 
ner Temples to €e{fby Bifnnoy and Brimha are every 
where to be fecn ; and flowers confecrated to facred por- 
poies, are preferred growing in the ftreets of the raoft 
populous places. Burning '•cj;.men with their hulbandsi 
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is a pn&ict too frequent : We were at Nuddea (an em- 
inent place for learning) laft Lord's day, and were infor- 
med Uiat about a month ago two women devoted them 
felves in this manner. The pradice of fwinging by the 
back is veiry common, I have feen the fears ariiing 
from it in the backs of many perfons, and a perfon now 
lives in the fame honfe with me who carries them in his 
fleflk.— Notwtthftanding all this they are a very atten- 
tive and inquifitive people^ and very kind and 
friendly ; nor do I perceive any thing unfriendly in 
the condud of the Mahometans. 

I feel happy in being here and begin to know a little 
of the language. We have been here almoft a month, 
and have hitherto lived with Europeans at a Portuguefi 
fettlementt and the people are papifts ; but next week 
we go entirely to live among the natives. At Nuddek^ 
die Bramins and Pundits are very defirous that we 
Ihould come and preach the gofpel. Nuddea is a very 
large town, containing about 3000 families, 800 of 
whom are Bramins. Could we fucceed here, the prej* 
Vdices of almoft all the people in India would ceafe, as 
it is the place which mreatly rules religion all over the 
country — The work is God's, — his promife is on our 
fide, and in his ftrength we go forth. 

Bap. Per. Ace. tol. i. p. 54. 
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MR. CAREY TO THE SOCIETY. 

DebarUi Feb, 151 1 7 94* 

I HAVE taken a few acres of land at HafbnahmdvLtax 
this p'lace9 which is about 4a miles Eaft of CmtmJta, 
upon the river Jubana. An EngUfh gentleman, to whte 
we wtre all entirely unknown» has generously invited us 
ail to ftay in his house till we have erected one of our 
own. This I am now engas:ed ia ; the walls will be 
made of mats faflened to wooden f>oft8, and the roof 
formed of bamboos, and thatched. The neighbouring 
inhabitants yield me a little afliftance in the work, and 4' 
or 500 families intend to come, and refide in our neigh- 
bourhood. This is occafioned by Af«0ii^^/repreienting 
me to them in favourable light. Although the country 
is an excellent foil, it has been lately almoft deferted on 
account of the tygers, and other beafts of prey wbidi 
iLfcft the place ; but these are all afraid of a guOf 
and will (con be expelled ; the people therefore ate noc 
nfiaid when an European is nigh. We ihall have all 
tlie neceiTaries of life except bread, for which rice muft be 
a fubflitute. Wild hogs, deer, and fowls are to be pro- 
cured by the gun, and muft fupply us with a confident 
ble part of our food. I find an inconvenience in faav* 
ing fo much of my time neceflarily taken up in ^rocoiiii 
ing provifions, and cultivating my little farm : But when 
my houffr is built, 1 ihall have more leisure than at pre- 
fent, and have daily opportunities of converfing with the ' 
natives, and purfuing the work of the miffion. Here is 
certainly a large field for ufefulnefs ; much larger than 
you can conceive, both among the Hindoos and Muffiil- 
men : They are very numerous, very inquifitive, and 
very attentive to the gofpel. When I can fo far know 
the language as to preach in it, I have no doubt 
0£ having a fiated congregation, and 1 much 
liope to fend you pleafing accounts. I can b 
far converse in the language, as to be underftood in 
most ^ings belonging to eating and drinking, buying 
and felling, &c. and my ear is fomewhat famiUarized to 
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the Bengalee fonnds. It is a language of a Tery (ing- 
nlar conflro^ion, having no plural except to prononnsi 
and not a fingle prepofition in it : but the cafes 
of nouns and pronouns are almoft endlefs, all the w^rds 
anr«rering to our prepofitions being put after the word« 
and forming a new cafe. Except thefe Gagularicleii, I 
find it an eafy language. 

£ feel myfelf happy in my prefent undertaking ; for 
though I never felt the loss of focial religion fo moLh hs 
nowy yet a confcioufnefs of having given up all for God 
is a fupport, and the work, with 4iil its attendant incon- 
veniences, is to me a rhb nvfjrd. 

I think the fociety would do well to keep their eye to* 
wards Africa^ or Afia : thefe countries are not like the 
wldj of Amsrica^ where long labor will fcarcety collect 
iixty people to hear the word ; for here it is almi!! im- 
poifible to get out of the way of hundreds ; and preach* ' 
ers are wanted a thoufand times n;ore than people to 
preach to. Within India are the Mahratta country and 
the northern parts to <^ajhmire^ without (as far as 1 can 
learn) one foul that thinks of God aright.* 

I hope you will fend me an account of every thing 
important in the churches, efpecially at Leieejler. You 
mu4 not expect my journal till next year ; I regulatly 
keep one, which 1 intend then to tranfmit. 

Though I am furrounded by mercies, yet for this 
fortnight paft my life has been rendered ufelds as to 
fpiritual things ; being for the present wholly occupied 
in temporal concerns ; and the fabbaths now are quite 
difconfolate: On one of thefe fabbath's I am feeking 
communion with you ; I feeU that adiftance of 10 or 
i5,ooomi]es» cannot prevent the communion of faints. 
Though deprived (rf* a personal intercouife with my 
European fnendSflhave at lead one religious friend, and 
that is Ram Ram 3o/bo9 : he has indeed much timidity. 

♦ See the extras at the end of this letter. 
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but is a man of very good underftanding, and well in-, 
formed ; he is alfo a perfon of Arid probity. 

The part where I am building my houfes, is wuhin a 
quarter of a mile of the impenetrable foreil, calkd SuH' 
derbunds ; and though quite deferted before, through 
fear of the tygcrs, the people are now returning, encour- 
aged by my example, and we (ball foon have 3 or4,cooin 
our vicinity. 'V\it(t people, and all others in the neigh- 
bourhood, are much pleafed with my coming, and two 
or three days ago, a deputation of five or fix Braminst 
with a prefent in their hands, came to thank me, or 
rather to fay that they were glad I was coming to. 
live among them ; for they have no fuch word as ** thank 
vou'% nor any expreffion of thankfulnefs in all their 
language ! 

With refpe^ to personal fafety lamjuft the fame here 
as in England ;.my health was never better ; the climate 
though hot, is toleVable ; but attended a I am with 
difficulties, I would not renounce my undertaking for all 
the world. I long to know how all the minifters do ; 
how the miflion fociety goes on ; whether the churches 
Aourilh or not and in uort every thing that occurs. 
Salute all the brethren in my name, and let every miaift- 
er and every chridian with whom you have the fmalleft 
connection, know that this conveys my chriftian affedtioa 
to them. W. CAREY. 

[Bap. Pen Ace. i. 73.3 

EXTRACT. 

IN amsmpting to pi;opagate Chriftianityf it is of: 
great importance to feledt the mod proper field. That 
perfons engaged in the work may know where it ia, two 
inquiries naturally prefent themfelves : Firft, in what 
country will Miflionaries find the greateft number of pre- 
cious fouls to preach to ? And, fecondly. Will the planN 
ing of the gofpel among them be likely, from their reta- 
^tve fituation and connexions, to have a powerful influ* 
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ence oh other nations around them, foas mod fy edilj 
and effedually to fpread Chriftianitf OTer the niorld. 
While piety fends miilions to tribes and regions det. ched 
from the reft of mankind, and utterly unconnedled with 
them by focial intercom fe» it is but juAice to fay, ** )our 
deiign is laudiblei and you may do much : one foul is of 
mfinite value. " But we ailign the piixe for the high, 
eft portion of wifdom to them who felcdl a country which 
forms a noble and promiiioc; field of itfelf, and which» 
befides, prefents the profpedt of dliluftng the gofpel a. 
mong populous, extenfive, and civilized nations which . 
furround it. 

7>/ language of Bengal is fpoken over a v. ft extc * t 
of country. The preacher en the coaft of Af-ica, in 
America f in Greenland, who has learned the langu;i^ e 
of the Heathen, finds hirafelf confined to a few hundreds 
or thoufands of miferable Pagans ; and when he goes be- 
yond the narrow limits of his tribe, or h:*rdc, is a bar- 
barian to the neighbouring nations : but the Midionary 
who has learned the language ot Bengal, will have m^e 
millions to addrefs than the others can find hundreds or 
thou(ands« Of what advantage this is need not be faid. 
Without any additional trouble of learning tongues, to 
bow wide an extent may he carry the glad tidings offal- 
▼ation ! And a tranfl ttion ot the facred fcriptures into 
this tongue, uill give millions an oppr)rtunity of peruf- 
ing a book, wbich is able to m^ike tlieni wife unio falva- 
tion, through f^tith, which is in Chiiti Jcfiis. 

If the goljpel were once plante J, and tock <.Icep root 
in that province, there would be a pU'*ftng pre 'feci of its 
being pr<*paga:ed through every part •/ H'uid'.Jlun, 'J i:qt 
immenl'e region, it has been computed, contains a hun- 
dred and twenty millions of inh ibitants. And what dif- 
ciple of J:fus doif;;noC feci his heart glow with all the 
ardour of h'>iy aeul at the glorious proipcct, and anxir,ur« 
ly deiire to fee the door opeacJ co every apari merit of 
that vail habitation of fouls, aad lo. have, every inc-oiure 
d .tiiat ample harvell fupphtd with labourer: \ Should 

id 2 ' 
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Qengal erer be conreited to the faith of Cbrift* the way 
is plain and eafy to every other province of the empire i 
and if European Miflionaries fhould any where find dif- 
ficulty of accefsy Mahometan and. Hindoo converts will 
be able to carry the j||;ofpel into every part of it voithom 
any obftacle, and with every profpe^ of fuccefs. 

Benefits ftill more eztenfive may be expeded from 
planting the gofpel in Bengal. Thtjttuation of that prov-^ 
incCf in reQiedl: to the nvfi famous^ chilixedf and populous 
cnmtriet of the eaft^ merits particular attention. By caft- 
ing the eye of Chriftian benevolence on the map of the 
world, with pleafing furprife, Bengal will be feen placed 
in the center of the fouthem part of Afia, and prefenting 
on every fide the nobloU fields for mifixons which are to 
be found on the face of the earth. China, that world oi 
fouls in itfelfy is at no great diftance to the eafty and an 
entrance into it may be more eailly obtained by MtilioQ- 
arics from that quarter, than by die ufual channels of 
commerce. Thibet and Tartary, on the north, contain 
thdr millions. Beyond the ocean, Perfia to die weft» 
calls for the confolation of the gofpel, to cheer them a-*, 
midft the darkno& of Mahometan delnfion ; while the 
fwarthy fons of Pegu and Siam, inhabiting large and 
fertile countries on the fonth, invite the meifengers oT . 
peace to come and proclaim the glad tidings of life and 
immortality. A better center of operations than Ben-*, 
gait it is impoffihle for the fpiritU3d wa rior to fix on fo» 
extending the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, and fir crufhing 
the uiurpations of Satan and of fin. 

Refie^» O difciple of Jefus \ on what has been prefent- 
ed to thy view. The caufe of Cbriit is thy own ciiufe. 
Without deep criminality, thou canft hot be indifferent 
of its fuccefs. Rejkoice that fo delightful a field of mif- 
fions has been difcdvered and exhibited. Roufe thyfelf 
frv/m the numbers of fpiritual langour. Exert thyfelf to 
the utmoft of chy power ; and let confcience be able to 
teftify, without a doubt, even a^ the tribunal of Jefi^. 
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Mr. Carey ta the Society. 

H<iogley River Dec. a8. 1796. 
Honorable and dear brethrent 

I BLESS God, our profpcd is confiderablf brighten- 
ed up* and oar hopes are more enlarged than at an^ pe- 
riod fince the commencement of the miifion : owing to 
Tery pleaAng appearances of the gofpel having been 
laade effedual to four poor laboaring muffaimansy who 
have been fetting their faces towards Zion ever fince the 
month of Auguft laft I hope their bapttfno will not be 
much longer deferred ; and that might encour:ige Mo* 
hunChund, Parbotee, and Cafli Nauu (who lafljearap^ 
peared to fet out in the ways of God) to declare for the 
JLord Jefus Chri(l» by ^nd open profeffion of their faith 
in him. 

If any thing like encouragement did not come with 
an ill grace from ns» 1 would no<v attempt to encour ige 
our beloved friends ; not by relating our zcjL adtivity^ 
or fuccefs. We can only fay that upon the whol^ we 
have not forgot our errand ; and though we have >^eat 
reafon to bemoan our unfitnef- for fo great a nut >r*<, yet 
we have been doing fomething : but 1 wifh to encour t^e 
you by the recQlledion f»f wha God has wrought. 
When the fociety was fir ft eft-tbliihcd, many were the 
doubts wether it would not be crufbed in its infancy ; 
bu>t it has now ft.v^d for a confijerAhle time, and its fuc- 
^t£»i though noi equal to its wiihes» is not however fa 
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fmall as to be imperceptible^ Many thoufands hare- 
heard the word of thegofpel from, our mouths, and che- 
namc of Chrid begins to be known in feveral parts of the 
country Seven of the nativesi we hope, are indeed con- 
verted, and another miflionary is now fafely arrived* 
perhaps a more proper fpot to make a large (land for the 
fpread of the gofpel could have fcarcety been chofen. 
This is a (Ituation fo central, that had we fufficient men: 
and proper meanSf the gofpel mighc with eafe and fmall 
expence be fent from hence through all' Hindoftan, Perfia 
Boutan, Aflam, and wh>it are generally called Rajemahl 
I^Ils, on the we(i of the Ganges ; and were a proper 
plan adopted, all the education neceflary for thiis exten- 
five defign, might be obtained in one (ituation in this 
country, and a connection with the mi(2ioii here be'reg^- 
larly and invariably maintained. The importance of a 
proper and practicable plan of educacion, not for the 
children of the natives only, but for the children of the* 
mifHonaries also ( fome of whom, it is to be hoped, might' 
in time be converted by the grace of God and become 
miflionaries themfelves, or be otherwife ferviceable in the 
m'ffion) is obvious, not to mention the almoft necefiity 
ol females i well qualified, to communicate the gofpel (X 
Chrift in a (ituation ^ere fuperflition fecludes sdl the 
women of refpedlability from hearing the word, unleft 
from their own fex ; and the advantage which would . 
arise from many being embarked together in fuch 
a cause, to our own fouls, when the numbers enga«- 
ged would all add to the impetus of each particular 
fdul 

Independent of thefe con fiJerat ions, the neceffity of 
having proper persons to carry on the work in cafe of our 
dcdih, or any other occurrence in providence which 
might remove us from the work ; and tiie importance of 
the number of immortal fjuls to whom we have accefsy 
require a ftreagthening of our caule. 

Bap. Per. Ace* vol. i p. %\l\' 
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Mr. Fountain to Mr. F , Kettering* 

Mudnabatty% Oct. ra. 1798. 

JUST two years have elapfed fmce I atrWed at this 
place. I feel my felf at home for the Mijpoffsfake^ thou^ 
i as well remember, and as fincerely love my friends ui 
England, as on the day when my eyes took their laft re- 
Irofped of Britain's receding fliore. Should you think 
me dilatory in writing, I muft apologize for myfelf at 
yom do, by reminding yon of the complaint in my head^ 
perhaps not very unlike yot^r own, and from which bro- 
ther Thomas gives me no hope of obtaining relief. It 
prevents me from fitfing long together either to read« 
write, or think* 

On the tenth of laft June I began to preach in the 
language of the country. I had then been here juft one 
year and eight months. Since then I have in general 
preached three or four times in a week. Brother Carey 
and I are now engaged alternately, both on week day 
X mornings, and fabbath days. ^ I always feel a greater dif- 
ficulty to find words in prayer than in preaching Brother 
Carey tells me it was the fame with him ; and indeed I 
perceive it in him to the prefent day. My fird difcourfe 
to thefe idolatrous tribes was founded on Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 
. Oh ! that I could fee more of the angels of Chrift fly- 
ing towards Bengal^ to call men from the feivice of dumb 
idols, to that of the living God. While I am writing, 
the drums arejbeatingin theviUages, preparatory to one 
of their greateft a^ of idolatry. Prefs the Society to 
follow up what it has here begun. 

For the encouragement of every fucceeding Miflionary 
I may fay, his advantages will be greater than thofe who, 
were here before him. Mine are greater than brother 
Carey's were, as I have thebenefit of hearing him preach, 
fad asking him (;^ueftions. Thofe who may come aftor 
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us will fare better ftill ; and one great advantage to fix- 
ture Miflionaries will aiife from having the Bible in their 
hands as foon as they arrive. In another year I hope 
it will a/Ibt ready for the prefs, and perhaps^the piint- 
ing beguut if we Aiould be able to procure types in 
tliis country. 

You will be pleafed to hear that our fchool increafet 
Tery faft- We have now in it thirty fix lads. They are 
of all cafts, from the higheil to the lowed ; and of vari- 
ous ages from five to twenty. Surely it will be a bleflf- 
ing in the end. It is pleafant to hear feveral of the dear 
children join every morning in a gofpel hymn. Oh 
that they may become the children of God ! 

This is a fickly time. The people are falling all a- 
round us. I hear fome medicines have arrived for us. 
I am glad of it. We might (humanly fpeaking) fave 
many lives,- if we had emetics and a dofe or two of bark 
to adminifter when the fever firft attacks them. Broth- 
er Thomas' renioval is a great lofs to this part of the 
country. I underftand he has been thronged with pa- 
tients from place to place wherever he has been. Per- 
haps there never was a perfon in this country who hat 
done fo much in this way for the poor and needy as he 
has. The bleiOngs of hundreds ready to periil^ have fab 
len upon him. His regard to them is fo great, that I 
have known him to get no fleep for a whole night when 
he has had a furgical operation to perform the next day. 
He has many qualifications which render him the fitteft 
perfon for a mifllonary that could an j where be found. 

Your's &Ct 

J.F. 
[Bap. Per. Ace voL i* p. 477J 
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Mr. Carey io Mr. B , Arnsby. 

Mudnahatiyi Dec. 69 1798* 

OH 017 {rtend, were joa with os yoa would find 
work cttoogh fur ten thouCind hands tci execute ; and 
for ten thoufand hearts to contrive. You would iee eve- 
rj comer full of idols : By the way fides the Bamoth^ or 
high places, would appear at the end of every mile ; and 
fiicrifices to devils would continually excite your compa- 
fion, and your abhorrence. You would perhaps feel an 
increafc of tender aflfedions, excited from day to day bf 
thefe fpe^acles, and labour vi ith an ardency before un- 
known, to fet up the kingdom of Chriii» and to deliver 
the perifhing idolaters firom the pit. 1 wifh we had yoa 
here, for I am almoft grown callous by thefe contii.ual 
fights, and all that which ought to a£Fed a miffiooary'i 
'henrt wiih tendernefs. I fee their abominations, and 
their ignorance, and I fometimes think them to be pafl 
recovery. I charge them vnxh ftupidity in my mind» 
and then fit down in guilty difcouragtment as if the 
harde(l heart in India were invulnerable to the agency 
of the fpirit of God. 

But why fhould I defpond. Though former attempts 
have been unfuccef^ful, fucceeding ones may be attend* 
ed with a blefling. But fhould even that be withholden 
till the lait. yet I cannot think that our entrance in a- 
roongfi this people will be in vain. We may perhaps be 
only forerunners to prepare the way for others. At any 
rate the promife of Go 3 will not, cannot fail. I will go 
in his -fh-ength, and make mention of his righteoufnelSf 
even of his only. 

I will not retail to you our fuccefi and difappoint- 
ments. I only mention to you the great necefiity there 
is offending out more to labour with us : 1 am retting 
inro years, and my days may be fhoitcr than any one ex- 
peds. It would be a pity not to have ibme more mifiion- 



94 MR- CAREY TO MR. YATES. 

aries acquainted with the languages of this aountrf, 
that the work may not meet witti a check by any fuch 
incident. 

I am going to preach at Malda. To-morrow I fend 
a man half way with clothes, and provifions, that I may 
not be detained on the road ; and my groom with him. 
The next day I go on horfeback the whole diftance, thir- 
ty fix miles ; in all which way there is no inn, or mode 
of refrefhment for man or beaft» but by means of the 
perfons fent forward. I mention this that you may form 
fome idea of the difficulty and expenfiyenefs of long jour- 
neysy in a country like this. But I blefs God we hare 
fevcral open doors, more indeed than we can fupply : 
and I therefore repeat my entreaties for more labourers. 

I feel myfelf perfedly at home in my work as a mifll 
ionary» and rejoice that God has given me this great £iu 
Tour, to '* preach among the Gentiles the unfearchaUe 
riches of Chrift. *' I would not change my flation for 
all the fociety in England, much as I prize it ; nor in- 
deed for all the wealth in the world. May I but be ufe- 
ful in laying the foundation of the Church of Chrift ia 
India, I defire no greater reward^ and can receive n« 
higher honour. 

Your's &c, 

W.C 
Bap. Per. Ace. voL i. p 490* 



Afr. Carey to Mr* Tates. 

G$braf Jan, 6. i8o9t 

t AM now removing from Mudnabatty to Serampor^ 
with my whole family and e£Peds, in company with 
brother Ward. The plcafure we felt on receiving the 
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account of fuch a goodly number of miflionarics* hav- 
ing ariivcd laic m thi^ country, was great indeed ; but 
it was foon checked by their not being permitted to join 
us. All our friends, therefore, thought it bed for us to 
fettlelatSerampore. Severalcircumftinces united to prefs 
this measure upon us ; particularly the failure of the 
indigo crops laft year at Mudnabauy, which iflued in 
rfic relinouiihmeDt of that -factory, together with the re- 
moval of the worthy owner, who had been our iteady 
friend and patron, to Cilcutta 

You will inquire. What is become of tliofe natives 
concerning whnm Ibme hopes have been entertained ? 
What is become of the riling interell at Dinagcpour ? 
Ard is all preaching given up at M !ld4 ? Is tli- fchool 
dilTolved, and all the fruit& of Hve years labour relinqulfh- 
cd at once ? I anfwer : None but myfelf can tell the 
conflid, and the exercises of my mind on tliis trying 
event : but neccffity has no law. Our refources are too 
fmall to permit us to live feparately ; and the work of 
printing the bible requires my infpeiflion. I hope well 
of Soolunun, and Hurry Charron. The very lad con- 
verfatioa I had withthem,gave me much encouragement. 
Our labours at Dinagcpour have not been ui vain. 
TheChriftiaas aUo in toe nei<j;hbourhood of Malda pleafe 
me much We hope to vifit thofe places once or twice 
in the year,be(ides correfpondiag with our friends by let- 
ter. The fchool at Muduabatty is necefTarily reliaquilh- 
ed ; though not till we have the plealure of knowing 
that about fitty lads have been taught to read and write, 
who would ether wife have knovvn nothing. The 
name and doctrines of Chritt are known by many 
fo that a foundation is laid for our future e£Forts to be- 
come effcdual. W. C 
[Bap. Per. Ace. vol li. p. 46. 

• Mcfrs. Marfhman^ Brunsdon and Grants nulth their 
lu'wes ; Mr. Ward and Miss Tidd, afierwards Mrs. 
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Extract of a letter from Mrs. Marshman 

to Mrs. Smith. 

Seramporif Feb. 13, i8or« 

OUR gracious God hath arifen from his feat and 
began to work. The ca(l of the country is broken ; and 
fatan is driven frc^m feme of his ftrong holds 1 believe 
that (ince his refidence at Serampore, he has never trein« 
ble : a^ ne does now. I pray that he and ali his colleagues^ 
brammhans, may never reign here any more. We 
have had four briptifed, and more are waiting for bap- 
tifm. Thefe things cheer our hearts in the midfl of sdl 
our difficulties. At prefent my hopes concerning the 
fuccefs of the gofpel in this place are great- 1 trufi that 
God will foon call in a goodly number of his eled, and 
that Chrift will foon have many of thefe heathen for his 
inheritance. We have people coming almolt every day 
to enquire about the gofpcL 

1 fearched my mind very minutely before T en|^ged 
fri the fchool, left it fhould be irkfome to me afterwards* 
However, I was enabled to leave all, and cheerfully to 
give myfelf up to the work ; and thn^ugh mercy 1 have 
not repented, and I hope I never may. I am not wor* 
thy of being employed in any thing belonging to Chrift ; 
and often wonder at the difpenfations of G^id in fend- 
ing mc to this Und, where fo much grace is needed, and 
my daily experience is fuch that I often fear left I have 
none. This however, 1 kno^ : I 1 )ng for the increafe 
of Chrift's kingdom upon earth, efpecially in thii bc^ 
frighted part of it. 

Bap. Per. Ace. vol* il. p« Ijj. 
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Kriftno to the Society. 

Seramporet Oct* 12, tSoz. 

TO the brethren, of the church of our S'lviour Jesai 
Chrit^v our fouls beloTed, my affcdtieaately embracing 
reprefentation. 

The love of God the gofpel of Jefus Chrift was m^de 
known by holy brother Thomas. In that day our 
minds were filled with joy. Then judging, we under- 
flood that we were dwelling in darknefs. '1 hrougii, 
the door of manifeiiation we came to know, that tin cua- 
feffing, (in forfaking, Chrift's righteonsnefx embractngi 
falvation would be obtained. By light fpringing up ia 
the hearti we knew that Anners becoming repentant » ^ 
through the fufferings ofChrift, obtained faivation. In 
this rejoicin;;r, and in Chriil's lore believing, I obtained 
mercy. No>v it is in my mind continuilly to dwell in 
the lovcof Chrill : this is the de(ire of my foul. Dj 
you, holy people, pour doiArn love upon us, that as the 
chatookee,* we may be fatisfied. i was tlie vile(i of 
(inners : He hath faved roe. Now this word I will tell 
to the world. Going forth, I will proclaim the love of 
Chrift with lejoicing. To fmners I will f^y this word: 
Hear fmner, brother ! Without Chriil there is no help. 
Chrift the world to fave, gave his own foul ! Such love 
was never heard : for enemies, Chriil ^ave his own foul 1 
.Such cempaffion, where (hall we get \ For the fake of 
faving (inners, he forfook the happinefs of heaven* 1 wU 
conftantly (lay near htm. Being awakened by this news, 
I will conftantly dwell in the town of joy. In the holy 
Spirit I will live : yec in Chrift's forrow I will be fir* 
rowful. I will dwell along with happiaefs, coiitinually 
meditating on this i^^Chr^fl nuiil savs the 'world I In 
Chrift, not taking refuge, there i& no other way of life. 
I was indeed a (inner, praii^e not knowing. This is the 
representation of Chrift's iervant, KRISTNO. ' 

Bap Pen Ace. vol. ii. p. 308. 

* A bird nuhich drinks not at thejlreams kelo*u/f hut iMh^n 
it rains catcbcs tbtdrofi as thtyfaU* 
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H. Smith (^afterwards Mrs. Chamberlain\ to 

Mr. Sutcljf. ^ 

.Dear Sir, Olney^ Feb. l8o«. 

HAVING enjoyed the pleasure and honour of tout 
acquaintance, and the privilege of attending on your 
niiniftry for nearly six years ; and now, having in profped 
the a£Fedting seafoo of bidding you farewell, without ex* 
pedting to fee you any more in this world, 1 think it 
my duty before I leave yOu,to ezprefs my gratitude and 
love for the many adts of kindnefs I have recetvod from 
you. 

You know, dear fir, the profpcfts I have before me 
are fuch as are not very common : being called to facri" 
fice tender parents, feven affedionate brothers and fif- 
ters, a beloved pa(k)r, the church with which I am in 
connexion, and alfo my native land, and to ezpofe my* 
fclf to die dangers of the deep ; and if fafely proteded 
acrofs the fea, h iving then to land in a heathen country. 
Thefe things, dear fir, you know, have much affeded 
my mind. But, notwithftandtng many painftil fttlfa< 
tl^ns, I can truly fay, I have often found much pleafnrt 
in contemplating the objed of the mtilion ; and havii^ 
been engaged for three years in a correspcmdence with 
MjC* Chamberlain, it has led me to think much about % 
as I always believed that he would soxnetiine or other 
be engaged in this important work. At firft indeed, I 
could not say I was willing to go, if he fho^ld be called 
to it, yet I never perfnaded him to decline it: and now, 
as the Society are deGrousoi fending Mr Chambei4aun« 
and hi is willing to go, 1 alfo am willing to be his com- 
panion ; and if God penritt, we will join the happy few 
at Serampore. Thofe of them that i ba^cf feen and 
heard, are dear to me ; smd others I love greatly fer 
their work's fake, though I have not feen th^. I lo«k 
forward to the happy day, when we fliall Join them in 
their employment, and fhare their trids, and help to 
bear their burdens. We will rcadiljr ftbmit to tbiir 
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niles and orders, and hope to live with them above for 
ever 

Within the laft few years, I have been much delii^ht- 
ed to hear of the tT^creafe of the Redeemfr's kingdornt 
and the efforts made to Ypread abroad the knowledge 
of the gofpel of Chrift, in any part of the world. I 
have fonnd pleafure in reading Brainerd's Life» Haw- 
cis's Church Hiftory, the Voyage of the Duff, and all the 
Periodical Accounts. When 1 heard of lucccfs atten- 
ding the Bagtift Miflion, it gave me much pleafure ; 
and have thought that I could facrifice what 1 enjoyed, 
to be a partaker with them of whatever they met with. 
But> dear fir, none can tell what they are, till they are 
tried. When trials come near, they wear a different 
asped to what they do at a diftance. It has given me 
much anxiety of mind, when I have thought of the fa- 
criticen that mu^.l be made, and the trials, trouble and 
difficulties, which may probably be connedled with the 
mTdi.'n. But thofe things which have at one time ap- 
peared a trial* have at another appeared a pleasure. 
And now I can fay, 

" Whatever my duty bids me give, 
I willingly refign." 

Concerning the profpeds before me, [ can truly fay> I 
do not feel my mind elated, or carried away with the 
vain expedation that I am now going to enjoy perfe<5t 
happinefs, or that I (hall now have done with' the caies 
and anxieties of life. Not a thouj^ht of this kind has 
entered my mind. I am now willing to go, and be, and 
do whatever the Lord appomts. I now expcdb new tii- 
als, difficulties, and anxious. cares. But the Lord rciv:n' 
eth, and this has been to me a reviving thought. If he 
blefs me, I (hall -be bleffed indeed. Whether I live in 
England, or India, his eye will behold me ; and I hop;; 
he will guide, defend, lupport, and comfort me, while 
paffing through this life ; and when I have fiFiifhsd my 
journey, I hope to live with my exalted Sa;viour and 
Redeemer, to all eternity. Why "then fliould I fcrvr 

I2 
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what is in the path that is marked ottt tor me? Jefos 
has- faidy ''If ye love me^ follow me i^ axvd how can I 
follow him, if I forsake the path in wliicb he trod ? He 
left his relations and friends, and fometimes crofled the 
fea, to glorify his heavenly Father ; and why fhoald not 
I, if called to it ? He lived in poverty, endured perfe- 
cution, and at laft was put to death ; and if I am cal- 
led to endure the fame, why fliould I repine ?s 

'But now, dear fir, I have the pleafure to inform 
you^ that jrou have been the means, in the hand of Godt 
of my enjoying many pleafant feafons, concerning my 
prefent profpeds. Under many of your fermons I have 
beea much imprefTed with the importance of religion, 
and have been fo delighted with its beauty and excel- 
lence, that I have efteemed it the greateft happineft I 
could enjoy, to liye to God, and be devoted to his fer* 
vice. I felt as though parting with my relations, for 
this purpofe, would be no trial ; but to be engaged in 
the caufe of the miilion, would be a pleafure to me, 
and I ihould think it the higheft honour that could be 
conferred upon me.. iVa fermons, in particular, exci- 
ted thofe delightful fenfations of mind. One from 
£xod. XXXV. 20 — 29 : the other from f Chron« xxix. 5. 
Then, dear fir, I could willingly have o£Fered all that I 
poffefsed ULto the Lord< and h^ve confecrated myfelf to 
nib fer vice, that I might be his devoted fuhjed. i do 
cot wi(h you to thinks dear fir, that I take upon myfelf 
the character of a mlffionary, this I do not prefume to 
do. But thougli the high honour of preaching the gof- 
pel t(9 the poor heathen will not be mine, yet I 
am willing to go, and do whatever the Lord may ap- 
point, and ihall think myfelf happy in ferving thofe who 
fcrve him. 

At the fame time, having been a member of your fo- 
clety for three years, and feeling myieif much united 
both to you and the church, your happiWs and fMX^fpe- 
rlty will be ever dear to me. 



MIL WARXyS J0URN4U i9i 

^ When we afmnder partt 

It giTes us inward pain 
Tet we (kM aiil be joined in htnt^ 

And hope to meet again. 
This glorious hope revivci 

Mjf courage by the way* 
While I in expedition live. 

And long to iee the day/* 

That glorioas 'izj^ dear (ir, when 1 hope to meet 
yon, with a numerons train in the heavenly worlc^ where 
we {hall never again be parted by a wide Tea; but (hall 
dwell together on that peaceful fbore, where there it 
fulnefs o^py, and pleafuree for evermore. Wifliing y om 
and yours every blefling, both for time and eternity, I 
remaint 

Yours a£Eeftionatelyi 

ri« o*- 
Bap. Per. Ace. voL iii. p. 78. 



Mn tsf Mrs. Chamberlain^ s arrival in India is. 
thus Jiated in Mr. Ward^s JournaU 

Jan. 26, i8oj. 
I WENT down again thu morning, and 
about noon met the (hip: was much rejoiced at 
meeting with brother and filler Chamb rlain. vVe came 
to Calcutta, found brother Carey » and proceeded 
to Mr, Rolt's : the tide not ferving* we *(atd all mj^ht 
at Calcutta. Were alfo refrelhed by letters from Amer- 
ica. 

ffan 27 We arrived at Scrampore this morning be- 
fore the family were up : it was an h 'Ur of great j>y. 
In the evening we went to Kri tint's : I c.ite«:h,fr i che 
children, and we fung thi ee hymns m Bengalee : brother 
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ChamberlaiB joined us in *' Doya koro ** Our natife 
friends madcirquirics whether our new brother and fiftcr 
bad left father, mother, brothers or fitters I 1 nevet 
faw our native friends roanifcft fuch attachment as on this 
occafion. Joymooni faid, " They cannot talk our lan^ 
guage ; but we fee that all our hearts are one : we are 
united in the death of Chrili/* Brother and fiflef Champ 
berlain were deeply ajffe^ed during the whole of the ii^ 
tcrview. . ^ 

Bap. Per. Ace. roL ii- p. S5 9* 



The Miffionaries to the Society • 

Seramp^rdy Aug, 1803. 

rSRY DEASBSETR&EN IS OUR LORD JBSUS CHRIST. 

W£ again addrefs our quarterly epiitle to you, not 
merely as a matter of duty: but as a matter of 
enjoyment to ourfelves, and of conveying enjoyment to 
you. 

When this roiflion was fit ft begun, you engaged in 
it with fear and trembling, mingled with hope ; you 
foresaw that there would be many obRacles to OYercome* 
and many trials to endu-e. The Lord in infinite wif* 
dom law proper^ alfo for feveral years to try your pa- 
tience and ours ; to deny the fuccefs which you ear- 
nedly heped for, and had probatJy anticipated : yet even 
in that long and gloomy period, the favourable appear- 
ances in fevcral, though in the end aborti> e, ferved to 
keep up our fpirits,and to encourage you. By apparently 
very dark and diftrefling providences, tlie feat of the 
miflion was removed from the place v/here thofe hopes 
were raifed i dtath afterwards* was fuffered to make' 
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very alariiiine inroads upon as, and we had 
' much to ftraggie with ; beina; then without a fi:ttled 
habiution^j and <)ften put to fhikM for our temporal fnp* 
port* 

Yet the miffion was nerer deserted of God. The 
removing it to Mudnabatty at firft was the mean of 
preferving' it in iu very feeble and infant ftatet and of 
expediting the translation of the scriptures. Its after 
removal to Serampore was the neceffiry ftep to the uie 
of our printing preis ; to the free ofe of which, as a 
Ihe^n, more is to be attributed than to all other meant 
put together. Jaft at that time God opened the heart 
of the Danifh Governor to receive us ; and this has 
paved the way gradually to our being well known, and 
our deiigns well under(lood by the Englifh government 
The Lord has given two good houfes with extenfive ^ift* 
mifcs to the miffion ; has fo profpered our fchool that it 
greatly affifts us in our temporal fupport» and at the 
fame time opens a way for the religious education of a 
conflderable number of thofe who are Hkely hereafter 
' to fpend their lives in India) and fome of whom it may 
be reafonably expcdcd will receive impreilions at fchool 
which m^7 b^ th$ beginnii^g of falvation to them and to 
shany others. Our preft is contiantly at work) and is 
likely to be fo ; the demand for new teftanients, tradtst 
&c. being rather increaiing tlian otherwife. 

The Church confifts of thirty-six members ; fourteen 
are Europeans, &c. and twenty-two natives. Thefe 
have been all baptifed on a credible profeffioh of faitib ; 
and have loll call, friends, and all for the gofpel* Two 
of them were brahm^tns ; viz. Kriftno Pri/auJ aind Bbyrub* 
Three were of the writer caft ; viz Fetumber Singhoy /V- 
tumber Mittre^ and Ram Roteen, Two were Muflulmans;, 
two had adopted the Portuguefe drefs and habits, though 
ioroierly Muflulmans ; and the others were of the inferi- 
or cafts of the Hindoos. We cani^ot fay that our native 
brethren are fqperior to other chriflians in love, zeaU 
kftowled^ or prudence : the^ are fometimes coolj and 
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fometimss precipitate ; fometimes fnme of them give i|i 
pain, and often pleafure. We know fomewhat of what 
: the apoftle exprcflVd : I am jealous over you nvUh a hofy- 
jealouff — I fear left your hearts be corrupted We have to 
bear, to forbear, to hope, to fear, to exhort, to entreatt 
to reprove ; and after all, to carry our burden to the 
throne of grace, and commit the matter to Him who 
cares infinitely more for his church than we do. We 
have however mmch cause ftf rejoicing in our brethren ; 
all c«r members are in full* communion except one, 
Petumber Mittre, who is un^er fufpenfion ; and with 
air their infirmities they are the excellent of BenjoraL 
We love them affeftioBately^ and have reafon to con- 
clude that we are t>eloved by them. Several oi them 
are active in talking about Chrift to others, and some 
have hopeful gifts. Some of them live at the diAance 
of feveral day's journey from us, and are like 
a few grains of fait fcattered in the places where they 
live. 

The new teftament and the pentateuch have been 
publifhed a long time ago, and nearly tne whole of the 
firft edition of the new teftament is difpofed of. The 
copy is now puffing under a clofe revifio'n preparatory to^ 
a fecond edition, which will be very foon put to the pre& 
The book of Pfalms and the prophecies of Ifaiah are aUb 
printed. 

Dear brethren, pray for us perfonally, that we may 
all endure to the end ; and pray for us as a body, that 
the word of God may abound and be glorified in this 
dark country by our means ! We feel our hearts united 
to you, and truft that you are warmeiy remembered by 
us in our prayers. We are aff^^ionately yourt» 

W CAREY. 
J MAR6HMAN. 
W. WARD. 

] CH \MBERLAIHp 
FELIX CAREY. 
^r;. ^ £Bap. Per. Acc« toL ii. p. ^h^ 
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Mr. Ward to Mr. Morris. 

jlpril 27, 1805. 
TH^- foll"w«nff piece x^ivxen^tdin the Periodical 
Acci unu, if II fti »uld not ht ^houi^ht of too finguUr a 
cotDpitzioD f( I th-t wo k ; if it (h(»ul U it is -it your fcr- 
TJce. It tnuft be iiri«.Cill(>od that it is not a literal and 
ex^ct c nvi.rS'ition ; it was not taken word f«»r word 
from the mouths of the fyc-^k-ik 2 luffice it to Uy^ that 
the piincip I c rrumri-ncfs a?c tiuc. You will he g^aJ 
CO hear* that hthnto God hath helped u& ; Ana tli it at 



W. W. 
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Bo^dheetm^xht principa' |.c.fori ir» thi^ fcene, was horn 
SI MufTu'inan, ana brou,«;ht up \.\'> fj^rniin«r, but «tfterwaidfl 
became a byraggee : ihit is to «<ay, he t^nounced hit 
frieiidft aad wondly occupation, and took h.- holiucfs 
of a byra^gee Being inilruded by hih rew grroo, or 
tea* her, be began a iife of wandeiing, begging, and 
repeating the f^rms of his new ca(t- In thi» wuy he 
did many ads incrediKiy difficult and painful. He .r* 
ing a little of the goipeU he came three days' jour- 
ney to beran^pore ; heard more; became inclined t<» wait 
for ftill further inftrudion» and was at length baptised ; 
accounting all his hard acquired holinefs **but dung* 
that he might win Chiifi, and be found in him." On leav- 
ing <^erampore he refolved to return to his house, which 
he had forfaken on becoming a byraggee. When hear- 
rived, he ftood at the door ; and as foon as they saw himy 
they all with weeping invited him in. He told them he 
could not go in» a;» he had loft calt ; and he did not wt(h 
to give them forrow without their confent. 

The mother. (A very old woman, crying) Come Im 
Kl^y f«a : why do ^ou ftand at the door I 



ltd MR. WARD TO MR. MORRIS. 

SoodbecsA No inT>tber j I cannot romc into tbehotife» 
You «iri4i lofc yourcafl ; for Huvee^ten with JkLDgliA 
peopte ! . . 

The fttoif'er^ and Tfrotker^ an J Boodbeeta^s wfo. Well ; 
but cun.'rt you coiDcin ? 

Booibecta N\> : I will not coin«'iQ. Bat i£ ypn wilt 
ccnie auii lit out, I will tett you what I h<ive done* and 
why I have jd<^« liu . 

The family. Come then,' let us go and fit in the cow* 
houfc. 

Boodheesa (flirting* with h\% friends round him in the 
coW'houe.) You ail know thai 1 have'ne^cr done any 
thing biit tor che b<A It was to ickfk xnf goo^d that 
I became a byragg<:e ; .ai;d therefore you taikj be fare 
that what I have now done, has been to fecute Iiiy falyac 
lion 

Mother. Well my fon, let us hear, 

Boodheesa Yon know that I have wandered up and 
down in fearch of the tru<: way. I forfook the worlds 
I becane a byrag^eet I obtained my food by bcg^^ing, 
I have rcpeatei the name of &3d continUviUy, I have 
Tiiited uitferent holy places, I have performed the 
bronnha fadony^I have pei formed thefoorgaf fadon \ and 
for twelve monttiv, twelve hours every day, fixea mf 
eyes on the blazm^r ort>» tiU I became blind ; and my 
face as biack as ink, was dried up You know that I then 
performed the chundro fadon to recover my ii^t, and 
to obtain fome fruit for my foul. Befides this, I have 
done other very fevere and terrific arts, called holinefs ; 
but all was in vain : I continued a flave to fm, and my 
mind was deftitute of happinefs. At length 1 heard oif 
there being a new way preached at Serampore. I have 
been there, and have heard glad tidings | that Jefas 
Chrift came into the world, and bore the punilhment 
due to tinners. This is a great word, and it has ailed 
my ibui with hope and joy. Hence I have laid afide 

^ fV^rJhif faid Mre„tha. f Wor/hif of the M9Mi 
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'the proud thought of making amends for mj own tranf- 

: greilions. I make my refuge in his death, and confider 
all 1x17 own holioefs as a heap of fill. I have heen 
'baptized in his na^qie. If I can beUeve in himt md 
obey his commands, I (hall get over my cverlafting ruin* 
If you can unite with me in becoming the diciples of 
Cbrift) then I Ihall 6nd my home, my mother, my. 

' brother, my wife, ^md a Savior, ^11 at once : but if you 

' cannot, then I. will abide by my Savior, and go every 
where proclaiming his name. If I die in this work un- 

^ der a tree, or any whi^e else^' verily it fhall then be well 

^ with me ! 

M9thcr, My (on, I am now become old : in looking 

^ round me I fee only you and your brothers and fifters ; 
1 fee no world below, but you. If you have found this 
good news, well : let your brother go with you, and 
lie and hesu" ; and if he find things fo, and a Savior have 

; died for us ; . why may not we be baptizedi and fliare m 
the benefit ? 

Sadut/a. (the brother) I will go to Serampore wiA 
you. I had thought of ftaying at home and of remain- 
ing unmarried, to nourifh my mother till her death ; 
and then of becoming a byraggee, that having left 
the world, at death I might obtain fklvation. But now 
I will go with youf and hear about TiiuKre^fu 

Mother. Well, fon,M us go in. Yo4|puft eat with us. 
Why.fhould you then ftay out ? Are you then o^ a 
different cafl from your own mother ? 

[They leave the cow hopfc ; and at the voice of 
maternal love, at the tall of the gofpeJ, and in fpite of 
the intcrdi^ions of the infernal caft, they eat and drink 
together ; faying OKie.to^apother, Let us wm go even unto 
Bethkhem^ and fee ijjfh thing ivhkh is come to p^fs^ nuhieh 
ih'Lord hath made knonun to «/.] 

tBap. Per. Ace. vol, y, p. 434.] 



jc8 MR. CHAMBERLAIN 

Mr. Chamberlain to Dr Ryland 

Cutnva on the Ganges^ Sep 3, i8o4» 
THIS place is about fcventy miles from Seramporef 
by the Hooglcy river. Here I have procured a fpot of 
ground, per baps about two act es, pleasently Atuated by. 
tv{) unks, and a fine grove of mungo trees, at a fmall 
diftance from the town. It was with difficulty I pro- 
cured a fpot. I was forced to leave one, after I had 
made a' beginning, through the violent oppofition of the 
people. Coming to this, oppofition ceafed ; and there- 
fore I called it rehoboth ; for Jehovah hath made room 
for us. Here I have raifed a fpacious bungalow^ forty* 
two feet by thirty five. Comfortable- accomodations 
for four families may be made, if neceflary. 

Left Serampore, May 3) and arrived on the 6tL 
Here I was alone two months ; after which I went to 
Serampore and returned in eighteen days with my wi^ 
h^(hold things and, &c., and we are now happily fettled. 
Ibave^made fome proficiency in the language, being al- 
mod continually employed in fpeaking it. Almoft every 
day I have converfation with the natives, who come to 
enquire and hear. Some days I have fcarcely leifure te 
refrelh myfclf. We have worlhip every morning in 
Bengalee, whicl^onfifts in finging, reading the fcrip* 
tures, and prayflV On Lord's days we have worfliip in 
Beiigalee, at eight in the morning, and between four and 
five m the evening, when numbers attend. I also gene* 
rally go into the bazar, gnd fomettmes have long diipu- 
tations ; but here there is too much confufion and oppo^ 
fition to be comfortable. People are contimiaQy com- 
ing to our houfe, which prevents my going out. Some 
feem determined to oppofe ; others appear better in- 
clined. It gives me great pleasure to endeavour to 
make known to them the word of life ; nor would I 
change my fituation for any worldly advantage. Trnet 
we are furioonded with them who know not God : we 
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hare no joyful aflemblics ef the faints to which ws can 
refort, to unite in the rcTifing exercises of focia! wor- 
fhip : no priyate families where we can meet and con- 
verse to our mutoal comfort and encouragement. No; 
vre are ftrangers» and arc accounted a ftrange people : 
we alfo dweUaniong a people of a hitherto ftrange Ian- 
guage, but which is now becoming familiar a people 
ftfifiaterefted to a proverb —avaricious, t>roud| cruel, 
plunged into the depths of iniq'tity — delighting ani 
wallowing in the vikft fins ; a people thdin, whom, none 
can be more unperfuadable, foftering feif conceit, and 
tlie moft deluiive opinions ; accounting wood* (lone, 
xnad, draw, tre«, flowers, rivers, water, &c. 5:c. ^od % 
and fo worfhipping thefe things, together with fome o{ 
the vtleft of men and women, as god ! This is our litua* 
tion ; yet, God be praifed, we are not hopelefs, nor 
comfortlefs. We know it is but f jr Jehovah to difplay 
his glorious arm, and then will- our eyes he bleffil 
with a wonderous fight. I anticipace the time whci 
people fhall come from the circumjacent villages and 
towns, flocking o'er the extended plains, to hear th^; 
word of life at Cutwa ; having forfaken their idols, their 
debtahs, &c., and taken refuge in the l.ordJeAis ChrtiK 
I anticipate the day when the horrid din of idol muQc 
(hall give way to the fongs of Zion ; when in the place 
of their filthy idolatrous fongs, fhall ftaild the fweet 
ib^er of Ifrael, in Bengalee array ; when children fhall 
delight tolifjpdie' name of Jefus, and old men join the 
chorus, Glory to God in the higheft ! When their 
Ihafters and bades, which have been fo long the fupport 
of this part of Satan's kingdom, fhall melt away like 
wax before the fa,n ; and the precious fountain of truth, 
the Bible, fhall be the glory of this land, and the confi- 
dence,« comfort, and fupport of all the people ! Thefe 
things I anticipate, and am encouraged. Not that I am 
fo fanzine at to fuppofe that my mortal eyes will be 
bold It : but my confidence is, that omnipotent truth 
mU.fulfil the promises of unerring wifdom and boundlefs 
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mercf. The knowledge of the glory of Jehoirah (hall 
cover the etfth as the waters cover the Teas. The vifion 
is for aA appointed time ; at the etUl it will fpeak> it 
will not lie ; thoaah it: tarry, yet wiU ^e wait becanfe it 
Wj^n farely come, it will not urry. For this bright day 
wjll we pray and hope, and labour to prepare the way 
that (hall umer it in with all ks re^lendeoce^ and difpd 
the grofs darknefs that now covers this unhappy people* 
Bap. Per. Aeu vol. iii. p« s^* 



From four 

Written in Bengalee and translated by J. L» , 

Fernandez. 

Tc all the brethren ^o bdieve itrthrLord Jesms (^ist^ ou^.r 

love Jhallhe manififted' 
WC are very mtferd>le^and wr^hed fidHerv; but 
hearing these ghd tidinf>8, that the Lord Jeius Clnift, 
for the fake of (inners fufPered in his own body, and 
gave Mp his life, being by wicked handt crucified on the 
tree» we have believed in his name. This news we 
received through the medinm of brother Careyt Maxiht 
mabj^and Ward. Having- received tiiie new tcftament ■ 
from them, we comparedjt with dhr: former jQkafters, 
and were brought to judge diat aU our own works, and 
all our cereoKmies^ prayers^ and worfhip were nothing % 
fbrafnvnch as we d&d not"by pci&rming tl|efetliiiigs>re« 
ceive ar new healrtt nor the dread of fin; We are^ mrw 
confeioiis that thefe things are vanity^, became theyc are 
the works of men : and before God they are-aiv abcn&i- 
nation, for God hath oommaoided, Let there be no other 
God but me. The holy {criptures; having teftified thefe 
things unto us, we have- thpptvn awa^ all our fmmer 
pooj^s, and' believe. in tiie .dcaik of Chrift,^ knonteg 
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that hefides the Lord's death there is no way of efcape 
■ for finners. He who was the Creator of the world hadi , 
for the falvation of finners, offered ap^ his own body, 
an acceptaUe facrifice before God ; and now there is 
an 'atonement madefo' fin^ €o that any Qnner believing 
truly in his death 'will receive the salvation of his soul. 
. Knowing thele things we have left all, and taken refuge 
in him. 

Moreover we truft that the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Chrift will fpread in Bengal. He is increafing 
his church gradually, and the gofpel is preached iti 
many remote di^ftriAs. We trud therefore that as he 
is the fruit-giver, he will give fruit. At present he has 
given us a great many brethren and fifters^ and we hope 
in time he will give -many more. 

Dear brethren, we ^have never had an interview 
with you ; but in the love of Chrift we are one in mind, 
and we have a great defire of feeing you. 

RAM MOHUN. 
RAM ROTTON. 
BYDENAUT. 
KRISHNO PRESAUD. 
[Bap. Per. Ace* vol. iii. p. 196.] 



General letter to the Society. 

Mar. II, 1^6. 
THOUGH our succefs has not been equal to ovit 
wifhes, yet our hearts are often gladdened by feeing a. 
goodly company of poor perifhing heatho fit down ot 
commemorate our Savior's death, who are, we truH;^ 
the tophies of his grace The church receive*:! laS year 
an addition of /^ir/y-y&i/r members, thirty one of whotn 
are natives. -Three of them at this time fufpended 
form cofbmunion ; but we have hopes of two of them 
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at toat hwkg fy^idilf rcObreA. Since- d^tej»iimuiKi>f ; 
tj^ year we. mre iMiptizod eigh» .perfoof* Viai^ m.. 
Jaanaryt a ittut-of the naaie< of Qimdhur, w1m( cMie 
dowdf and returned, widi brother CSiamiHHrlaifi^ In 
F^ruary, CbkmVs wife, and Uiea'ar dftii^tep» wilb 
Nundake^ur aod Hedl[ira»» fn>tii!feR«iMJgl^itfb9<Mtcif 
DiQag^pore . I^ Marchf two Toong men^Hd a imauBif , 
from Krtfinopore. 

At prefentwe have &veral enqnirert^ oae of wfaom^ 
comes from near Benares. The ohurcbat SejRui^x>rci 
Aow conG(ts of e\ghty'tii!o members^ whofe walk, ahd 
converfat'oa with a few exceptionf^ affiard us^ anudi 
pfeafnre. We are forry to inferm you that Kr^fhm 
Pnfmtd has been iH for federal months ; and if hs does 
not foon recoYer, we are doabtfoU from, the aatmSe of 
his diforder» whether we fhall not be called to moam 
tiie lofi of that Talnable brother. He is a yomi^ mas 
in whom is ttoitedy promiiing talents^ with pnideloce '. 
and affcdion.^ 

In the beginning of^Jamiary, brethren .Wa^d» Fer* , 
nandez and Moore, accompanied our dear brethren 
MayUn and Fernandez jun. to the (hip lying in Saugur 
Roads, near the mouth of the river. From thence 
they went to Saugur Ifiandy a celebrate bathing-place 
of the Hindoos; and the day after thdr arrival, they 
were joined by three native brethren who left Serampore 
foon afte^ their departure. . An hnmense multitude of 
people were affembled at the Ifland, among whom , 
they preached) and diftributed pamphlets.'^ 

A new church has been formed for Dinagap<Mpe» of 
which you have received the particulars. On Feb. %^^ ■ 
bt other Fernandez, fifter Bif$, with two of her cbildreny 
and three native members of the Dinagepore cburch» 
~|g!^iS«Fa2Spore. Brother Bifs accompanied them as far 
a9 the great rivef. bince his return we have heard , 
of their fafe arrival at Dinagepore. Brother Bifs will 
join them ay foon as permiffion can be obtained* . . Thcf 
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pt^acbed- 9»d djftfubited tt%^ m tfanr wbt« and die 
peojile. were eager tQ^ bear «nd.ftmd. Hief fpent a daj 
on tvotat Cutwa in duoir wajy up the country. 

BiTpth^/ CbomlKrbM's active czertimw aflbrd ts 
i ffTpi i ^V pleafiivtti^ He h<«» frequently an opportunity of' .. 
^ceachiog to Wge affemUiev »nd is often empleyed in 
preachiag a^d diftributtoff tradi for hours together. 
We hope our brother will foon iee with joy the firaHfs of 
kiSr labours M^ C<|twa. He bas: hapcjsed the wife of our 
br^ithftr Kgng^ee. The following t& aa extrad of Ms_ 
lettea tp us in Febmet^i.. 

<« The Uft has been li week of great ezerttbn and 
o£ grtat affliic.ti(an. Sone thouiands of people hare, 
paflied throuj^h Cutwa^in chetr- way to (the idol) Jig* 
gernaiiC} amonj^ whom fiLangalee and I hkve been 
rery- much einployed in. preaching and difttibuting 
tr^&$» Nfany wiU acknowledge that th^ are going . 
this long journey for nothings and yet cannot be diffusi- 
ded from it. L[ift week fome great people paded 
through Cutwf » with an elephant and two horfes, a pre- 
£bnt for the idol- Mr. W^— (a voung man of our ac- 
qUiaintance, who& hsart we hope uie Lord hath touched). . 
ai^fi myfelft; went to feethem. They behaved with great 
po^itenefsi and conrerted with freedom: Oae was an 
elderly man, who had ieen the fcriptureti and profefled 
to approve of them* 

*^ I have not been able to go to the vill^es around 
us during the paft week, but have been engaged twice a 
day» for feverajl hours together at tlfie.Gunge» which has 
much exhaufted my fpirits. Laft evening a number of 
brahmans> and others, loaded Kaugalee and me with . 
abufe, and manifefted the greateft enmity agaxnfl. the 
goipel that 1 have even feen in the country ." ' 

Ex^rad of a letter from him in March. — " I in« . 
formed you in my laH that I wks going to Keble-eHior. 
Brother Kangalee and I went, and were iibfent from 
h^ome four days. There was a va(l cbncourfe of people : 
t^ejr beard the wordwith greatattention. We were two . 
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daysamooeft them? and diflrihHted» I cannot fay how- 
many > peihaps five thoafand trads. Laft Lord's day 
week was a great day&mong the -Hmdoos. Few lefs, 
perhaps more, than twehty thenfand people were at Cut- 
wa, to bathe in Gonga, among whom we were engaged 
four days without intermiffion . The Gunge pec^Ie who 
haTe lately mantfefted much oppofitiony Sirred up the 
country people againft usj fo that few could be per- 
suaded to take papers ; and they that had taken tlum, 
mod returned themv^ Kangalte was much discoaraged, 
and fo was I : but I endeavoured to encourage him, tel- 
ling him that though they triumphed, yet we were not 
conquered. The next day we went out, and gave away 
four bundles of papers, and not a dog moved his tongue 
againft us. . The people among whom we were to-day, 
were generally intelligent and could read and write. 
Two or three difputed One in the face of hundreds of 
people ingcnuoufly confefTed that he was loft ; and that 
he did not know whether he was going, nor the reafons 
for what he did. Th'ts evening, reviewing the work of 
the day, I gave thanks- to God with a heart fiill of joy. 
What a pleafure to be able to preach to a hundred vU^ 
lages at oiice, and to proclaim rhe glad tidings of falva^ 
tion to th^ufand^ in a day ! ' The adminiftration of the 
ordinance of baptifm has caufed a'great fermentation. 
Numbers are wiftiing there may be another foon ; and 
you will give me credit that in this wifh 1 heartily 
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[Bap. Per. Acc^vol. iii. p. 2*5.3 
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Tie Mifficmaries 10^ Captain BeryaminWukes fen. 

WE casuiot bid jpa farcwell^aio (perhaps for the 
hft time as it reapers fonieonef or more, or all of jis) 
witbmit feeling anew dl thofe fen^oions which have 
bound joo to our hearts hj no common ties/ We knpw 
what a large btereft we have in your heart, in your pray- 
ers, and in your efforts ; and oh I dear brolher, we are 
filre^ou are ii our hearts to. live and to die with you. 
Whatever changes thegdifpenfatioB* of an all-vrise Pvov« 
idence may make among us, and to whatever par is .of 
the world you^may be carried io futiire voyages, we can- 
not forget you^t a throne of gracet.and we. wiH cherifli 
the hope of fe^mg you again and again with frefli car- 
goes of mifliodaries. 

Think, deaf brother, what the king of Zion has done 
for lndia» fin^ tou fir ft, in 1799, brought out miflion- 
aries ; not merely by our n^ aac, but m ^ variety of 
ways : what, a progrcfs in iLe tranilation and diftribu* 
tion of the word of Gpd into fo many langqageafpokeo 
by lb many mUUons of men ; bow many thoufands of 
miffionary tra^ have gone all over Hindooftaur how 
many natives have been baptized^ and fome^laoded fafe 
in glory ; whajc a bro^d foundatiipn laid isx the future 
exten/ion of the gofpel* % what an increafe of; mHfiooary 
ftrenglh, Epifcopal, Independent, and Baptift, bedde 
the number of native itinerants. How emphatically 
true refpecting India, *< Behold, the fields are already 
white foij the harveft." Let this be aclmowledged as a 
cpnftant ^and infallible proof that you have not run in 
vain, neitjfier laboured in vain. 

We are nor infenftble of the many painful exercifet 
through wbich your unerring Saviour permits you to 
pafs. We (ympathize with you veryfenfibly : yet wc 
kjgu>w how n^uch thefe ezerctfes have fl^engthened.you. 
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and produced in you a rich experience of the deep thingi 
of God- We pray that your ftrcngth itiay be always 
equal to the day of trial. May the God of all confola- 
tion be with you continually ; fupport you under evcrj 
trial ; guide you with his unerring couafely and finally 
bring you and us, and many Hindoos to his eternal 
kingdom. What a meeting ! what a fight will that be! 
Finally, dearefl brother, we engage agaim with you 
to be the Lord's^ and to give ourfelTesy.our all to his 
fervice. We give you this a» a token of our feofe of 
the many, very many obligations we owe you ; of the 
entire onenef:^ of heart which fubfifts, and whicb'wiU for* 
ever fubfift, betwixt us, and of the tender concern which 
we feel at parting from you. 

We are, dear brother Wiches, 
Your very a£Fe^ionate brethren aad Aflers, 

W. CAREY, M. CAREY, 

J. MARSHMAN, H. MAJISHMAN, 

W. WARD, M. WARD, 

R. MARDON, RHODA.MARDON, 

J. BISS, H. BISS, 

W. MOORE, 

J.' CHATER, ANN CHATER, 

JOSHUA ROWE, 

WM. ROBINSON, E. ROBINSON* 

FELIX CAREY, 

[Evan. lat, ToL iii. p. iiS.] : 



MR. MARSHMAN to dr. GR£EM ifj 

Mr. Marjhman fa the Rev. Dr. Gree/ip 

Philadelphia. 

R£TEEfiNO AND DBAK SIR» 

YOU wiil be pleafed to hear that the Lord has not 
forfaken ns ; but ftiU continues to own •ur humble and 
weak efforts to prdknote his cauTe io this land Within 
abouc twenty nonchs pail we have baptized nearly fif- 
ty ol^riiofe who once bowed to dumb idols* the sn'eater 
part of whom, by their wsjk and converfaiion, afford us 
a degree of pleafure peculiar, perhaps, to perfons in our 
circimiftances. 

We haTe» alfn, tke hapfnnefs of feeing not a few of 
them our helfiers in the work of the Lord. Had you 
been prefent this evening you would have felt pleafure 
of no- common kind, while joining with us in giving the 
parting benedidion to^x native brethren^ going out to 
^ carry tlie news of life to their perilhing fellow country- 
men. 

It will be acceptable to the friends of Gcd and man^ 
with you, to hear that their generous exertions to for- 
ward the tranilations of the facred fcriptures into the 
Indian bnguages, are not in vain. The Lord Is great- 
ly enlarging us in this work, and that in fuch a manner 
as leaves no doubt whether it be his hand or not. The 
New Teftament, xTiJivi languages, is now in the prefs ; 
the Bengalee, HindoofUianee, the Mahratta, the Oriffa, 
and the Sangskirt languages*; and tranilations in /v# 
others are |[oing forward Successfully. Among thefe the 
goodnefs of God refpedting the Chinefe, demands par- 
ticular acknowledgements (when we consider the num- 
ber of fouli interelled) in giving us so able and judi- 
cious a tranflator in the perfon of Mr. Ltoffar, and in 
enabling fome of the younger branches of the family to 
make fo rapid a progrefs in the Chinefe language and 
charaders, as wel 1 as in the originals of the fcriptures, 
that the moft pleafing profpedt is afforded of the fa<;- 
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red orade's being oiier4'^T» ^^^ ^^7 tranflated into ,t^t 
eztraox'dinary language, but of thU tratflacioir being fo 
fully revifed, and compared with .other writings, in the 
language, as iball reniove every doubt of its fidelity 
and accuracy. With the i{nj^ii.«bf<tiati^ards to our 
hontmcable cbrifttgm bretliren wi|b you I remain, ^yer- 
end andd^irJQci^ery fincecely yonr'sy 

Seramporei N0T..49 if8^6« . 

±<yan. Int^>voliii« p* h$$» 



Revrend. Dy. Carey to the EditSr (f the Mof 
Bapti/l Mifftonary Magazm. 

Calcutta. . N&v. •• rdc^. 
hrr' DCiifiL^ftoxii4«» ^ 

ALLOW me likewife' to obferve, that the caufe of 
oar Redeemer has confidctably gained ground in India, 
yet ft would ht a very diffi<;ult thing to point diceftly.to 
any one t>er6on as the inffrutnent by which this work has 
been accomplished \ and at difficult to fay that any 
ifidtvidual has not been, made ufefiiU &nd contirihatedy 
as an inftrument, to the pf ogrefs oT the caufe o£ our 
Redeemer in this part of the world. A goodly number 
of peribns of defferent difcriptions have been c^Yetted"; 
in feveralof ^them the convictions have been begun 
^hen they were in foUtary fituations, unacquainted with 
any who made a profeffi«n of love to Gody ai^d inibme 
*in(^ancts, without any apparent means* In tthers the 
coBverfation of perfons brought to the knowledge #f 
1^ truth, with their relations, neighbours, or acquain- 
tances, has been blefled. In feveral tnft^nces the la« 
bours of our brethren, who have been converted from 
iMftthenifmi have been bleficd i-aod probablyi in fcune 
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igewinftances, public pleaching has been gniclouflf cwned. 
In whatever way the woik has teen sfft.cled, it is evi- 
dent that a very vifible work has been carried on ; but 
it has been gradual, its progrefs is belt conceived by cona- 
p-aring the prefent ftate of religion with what it wai 
ibme years ago. 

When I firft arrived in this country, Nov. 1 1. »79j, 
there was one .evangelical mioiftcr of the church of Eng- 
land in this town, who had been here feveral years, and 
beiides him, i ki^ew of no one who profcAed to leve 
God, except myfclf and my colleague, Mr. Thomas. I 
have, however, reafon to believe that there might then 
be about half a dozen more in different parts, of the coun- 
try. I and my colleague removed to a great diilance 
up the country, where 1 had to fludy the language, and 
where we publiihed the gofpel to theinhabitan s iround . 
Sometimes we had hopes concerning feveral pcrions, but 
whether any were really converted is to this day a very 
doubtful thing. 

At the perfenttime, however, throDg||gkr froiles of 
our gracious God, things wear a different^fpe^. Be- 
iides fix evangelical clergymen of the church of England, 
and two Presbyterians, or independent minifters j there 
are nine ftations occupied (or about to be occupied) by 
Baptift miniders in this Presidency, and live chutcnes 
conditutcd, m connexion with our xniillon, befides the 
church and miffion Itation at Rangoon in the Burroaa 
empire. 

When I firft arrived, there was no tranflation of the 
Bible in any of the Indian languages, except the Tamul, 
fpoken from Madras to the fouchem extremity of the 
peninfula. The whole of the Holy Scriptures is now 
publiihed in the Bengalee language j the whole New 
Teftament, and third volume of the Old TeiUmeic 
(Job — Canticles) in the OrifTa language ; and the whcic 
>lew Tcftamcnt in Sungskrit. Befides dii», the prinUni; 

L 
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of the prof^etical books in OorlfTiM begun ; the ^unp<^ 
kni is f.nntcd. to ihe 25th. of Exodus ; the New Tefta- 
ment, to the ^th. chapter of Romans in Hindoollhanneey 
ai'd to the end of John's gofpel in Mahratta ; and a be- 
ginning cf printing th<r Gujer attee> the language of. the 
^'e^iks and the Chinefe has been made. 'The whole New 
'i^ttrament, and part of the Old is tranflated into the 
Telir.ga and Kurnata languages ; but the printing muil 
be delayed » till wc can get types caft for them. A tran(^ 
latlon of the New Teftament is alfo begun in the Burman 
language, to which we hope foon to add that of Thi- 
bet. 

In Calcutta, the Lord has enabled us to ereft a decent 
place of worftjip 70 feet fquare^ including a poitico in 
front, which, however, occupies nearly half ot \t. l*he 
congregation is about 1 50 perfons. Thofe who are in 
church fellowfhip and partake oftbe Lord's fupper, are 
about 5.0 ; and 1 tfuitthe life of religion is felt among 
them. Our. brother KriUno, a Hindoo miniftery preach- 
es nearly «rinr day in the week at one part or other of 
the town. iSc is much refpedted by his brethren, and 
owned of God. I'he church at Jierampore is one with 
that at Calcutta % but I am not able to recoliefl the num- 
ber. Brother Chamberlain is with the 'church at Cut- 
\va. He lately baptized 24 foldiers, belonging to one 
Kuiopean regiment, ftationed in the neighbourhood of 
that place. Brother C Carapeit Aratt>on, an Armenr- 
an, called to the mtniUry by the church at Calcutta, is 
fettled with ihe church in Jeifore. He lately baptized 
four perfons. The church confids of 15 or 16 perfons. 
Brother Mardon is with a fmall church at Goamalte, 
where he has baptized four or five perfons. Brolber 
Fernandez is with the church at Dinagepore. He late- 
ly baptized ft ur perfons. llie church confifts of 16 or 
yi members My fecond fon William CareY» is ictiied 
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at Sademehly a (ew miles north of Di naf^epore. Broth- 
tr Rohinfon has left Srramporo ci bes^in a million to 
Bouunand Thibet; Brother Moore to fet up a (Nation 
nexr P^cna ; and in a fsw d-iys, Brother J"»hn Pctefi an 
Armenian, called to the miniiry by the church at Cal* 
<futtki9 will leave this for Oorilfi, where he will labour to 
begin a new mt£on. Brother Ch iter and my elded fon, 
FeliK Cafey, are fettled in the mi Jdon to Rangoon in 
the Barman empire, where there is a plead.ig openin { 
for rhem. 

They are ftadyiii|gr the languige, and have begun to 
preach to the Burmans. 

This is a (h^ti iketch of the prefent ftate rf the work 
of Go J amon^ us. On revl^win^ it, I arin con!bained 
to rejoice in whit the Lord has wrought, and to tru'l 
him to carry on his work to a greater extent • 

I truft you will alfo join in our rejoicings, and adi 
to it your prayers^ that the infant caafe in India may be 
foftered by the gracious care of God, till a little one be* 
come a thoufapd, and a fmall one a great Jiation. 
Accept my aiTurances, that I am, 
affedlioaately yours, 

VV. Carey. 



The London Miffionarf Society. 

THIS~96ciety wasinftttuted in the year 179^ ; whidx 
may be confidered an important era in the hiftory of 
modem miillons. At the firft meeting of the society 
twobcmditd miniftersyof diffierent denominati^^ns, met 
together, and with unanimir y >e8olredv ** to send miffi* 
onaries to Otaheite, or some other of the Son^-Sca 
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Iflands ; and thftt» as soon as poffibk, a miffiiin iliould 
b« attempted to the coaft of Africa, or to Tartary, by 
Adracan ; or to Surat on the Malabar coafti or to the 
Ifland of Sumatra, or to the Pelew Iflands, as providence 
might dircift." 

These exertions of the society have been made inftru- 
mental to rouse many to a spirit of competition for the 
extension of the bleilings of the Gofpel. Since the 
society was org3inized it has received great affidance 
from the public : in 1 796 its funds amounted to near 
twelve thousand pounds. This year the society pur- 
chased the ihip Duff, on board of which, in Auguft, 29 
mtdi^naries emb arked for tlie Iflands in the south seas. 
Nineteen of them were left at Otaheite, nine .at Tonga- 
taboo> ar.d one at Marquesas In the foUewtng Auguft 
1797, fir other miCionaries were sent to the Fonlsih 
country in Africa. In December following^ 1798, 
feveral others' ware sent our wl:<t were taikcuu by a 
French privateer and nevcl re vcLsd ti.e plsxe of their 
deflinatlon. This year eleven of the miflionaries left 
Otaheite and went to New Holland ; the society also sent 
Mr. Kicherer, Doctor VendeFkempy Mr. Edmund, and 
Mr. Edwards J to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Evan. Int^ voL i. p. 15, 



New Mifftom. 
INDIA. 

THE Dire«^ors had repeatedly announced their ear* 
neft defire^ to lend to die deluded Millions of Aiia the 
glad tidings of the glorious Gofpel^ whenever the Pa ov- 
idence of God Oiould open a way, and furnifh fuitablc 
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llliffionaries for fach important ftationt as aboind in 
that highly ciyilized part of thglobe ^ the period fot en- 
tering U(>on this intereiliag fervice at length arrired. 
Medrs. Ringeltanbei Cran, and Det Granges were ap*> 
pointed to a miffion on 'Uie Coromandel coaft. Mr. R. 
is a native of Prufliiy who had already pafled a fiiort 
time in India» and has fmc^ held his principal intercoarfe 
with the United Brethren in Europe. Medrs. C.aod D. 
were about two y^rs in the Society's feminary at Gol^ 
port. Thefe Brethren arrived at Tranquehar, in the 
month of Dec. 1804$ in company with the Rev. Mr. 
V0S9 and Mr. Ehrhardt, de(Uned for Ceylon. In the 
inftradions given to them by the Directors, they were 
recommended to form one Miflionary (lation only, and 
to a£t together. . They were not« however, fo entirely 
limited to this point, as to be deprived of the privilege 
of judging and determining othtrwife, if it (houd ap- 
pear to them neccflDiry, in order to promote more extent 
fively the interefts of the great cauf< committed to their 
hand^. After much deliberation and prayer, the Breth- 
ren Cran and Des Granges were inclined, for various 
reafon^, to remove from Tranquebar to Madras, with 
which Mr. Ringeltaube acquisfced, and, in March x 805 
tliey r»ilcd for M.i»^rHs On tlicir arrival they were re» 
c?^ed ia a n:oft ffedionate manner by perfons filling 
rcfi>vr:able ttatioas u* itte. By the advice ot thtir friends 
they were 'oduceJ to 6x upon a l^atioa in the Northern 
Circars, at Vizagapatam. 

Mr. Ringeltaub^ hai entcrcv! oa a Million in the Tin- 
evelly Country, fixing his reftdence at Pakmcotta. The 
Direftors have authorized him to engage Mr. Wheatly, 
a perfon recommended by Mr. R. a^ an .tfliilant in the 
Miflipnt and have alfo placed at his dii'pofal a fum of 
money tOi* the purpofe of engagtnsr fuitable Catechi^ls ; 
or to adopt fuch other meafures as m j/ ap^-Kar beft calr 

Lz 
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cuhted to advance the Redeemer's intercft lit tbat dis*- 

In Jan. 1807, Mt, John Gordon, and Mr. WillianB^ 
Lee» late ftndents at the feminary, with their wives, faiU 
ed in an American (hip, with a vkw of joining the Breffa- 
ran at Vizagapatam. 

Ceylon. 

The attention of the Society was long fixed on tfiiV 
ftation. It was ftiongly recommended to their notice 
by the late highly efteemed Miflionary, the Rev. Mr. 
Gericke, as an objed of the firlV magnitude : he reprc* 
fented, that the natives bearing the Chridian name a- 
mounted to ioo,ooO| and had been for feveral years deC* 
tiiute of religious inflru(5tion, and were fa ft relapfing in- 
to aftate of heatheniim. The Diredtors having deter- 
mined on a Miffion to this id^md, invited the Rev, C« 
Vos to fuperintend it ; hjs eminent piety and tried quali- 
£ca^tons9 pointed him out as a fit perfon for this worl:... 
M; • fLrhardt and Mr. Palm, two German Brethren, who 
ftudied at the MifSonary Seminary at Herlini were ap- 
pointed to adift in this Miffion. Mr and Mrs. Vos, and 
Mr.Ehihardr, with William Read, who accompained 
them' from the Cape of Good Hope by the dellre of Mr. 
Vos arrived at Ceylon in Jan. 1805. Mr. and Mrs.^ 
Palm having been detained at Copenhagen, arrived ut 
July following. The liberality of government provides^ 
in part for the fupport of each of theie Mif£onarie&v 

Surat. 

A memoir having been prefented by one of the Direfl:- 
ors, who had bzir. r^-pcatedly in India, recommending to 
the atceiiiioa oF u.e S jclity th; populoas city of SaraC^ 
kftk the aDrthsrd pxrt of ilii ix.Um coa I ^f laii i, ah^vi 
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Bbmbay ; die Diredort were Co faWj conrinced of die 
eligibility of this ftatioa, that Acy immediatel/ took the 
fbhj^A into conddentiooi and determined on a MiiCon* 
Mr. Taylor* a ftudent* who had been for feveral years 
under the care of the Society* firft at Edinharg, and af- 

' terwards at Gofporty appeared to the Diredors a fuitable 
perfon to be employed in this important fervice, having 
acquired a c«n(iderablc (hare of medical knowledge, and 

. obtained the degree of dodor of mcdiciae. Mr. Taylor^ 
and Mr. LovelefSf another ftudent, whofe piety and tern* 
per pointed him out as well adapted to the fame ftation» 
were folemnly fet apart to Miflionary work in 1 804^ and 
foon after embarked ^n an American rtttci for Bengal. 
They arrired at Madras in June* 1805. Df- Taylor vJf- 
ked the Baptift MiOTionartes at Serampore, in order ta 
profit by their knowledge and experience in die Miffion- 
ary work, from whom he received the moft cordial and 
affedUonate attention ; and after vifiting other places in 
India to obtain fuch information as mi^ht be ufefol to 
the Society, proceeded to the placeof htsde^nation in 
Auguft, 1806, leaving Mr. L^velcfs to preach in the 
Black' Town at Madraii, nt the exprtrfsdtfirc of thefricnJs 
in that city, fo long as he can be fparcd from the Midioh^ 
or until he is replaced by a fuicable MifH jaary from Eu- 



rope. 

Cbina^ 



The immenfe population of China, and the deplora- 
ble darknefs by which it is enveloped, render a Miffionary 
undertaking to that vaft empire ^n oKje<a of unequalled 
magnitude- and importance. This confideracion indu- 
ced t. e Direft )rs to rcfoive on aiterapting the tranila^ 
toon of the Holy Scriptures into the Chinefc' lapguage^ 
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fts a menfore preparatory to the introdadioii of a lilb. 
fior to thnt empire. 

Mr Rol>ettMcrri>oii, an accepted MiffionaryvlisiTuig 
been deemed a fuitable perfon for this ftation* bu ftn£ 
iesy under the Rev. Mr. Bogue, were direded tm a pi'^ 
paration for fo important an undertaking. He ifiras id- 
fo for a eonfiderable time affiled in London by Yong 
Saam Tak, a native of China, whom the Society engag- 
ed for this parpofe, in learning the Cbmefe language ; 
and in tranfcribiog a Harmoxij of the gofpeIs» and other 
parts of the New Teftmaent, from a manulcHpt copy in 
the Britifh Mttfeum. Mr. Morrifon's ftadies wtre^ke- 
wife direded to the mathematics,mnd aftronony, uniier 
a fuitable tutor ; and he alfo attended dm the ledures at 
the Royal Inftitution. This courfe rf ftadies was deter- 
mined upon* in cocfequence of fome valuable ioformt* 
tion the Diredors received from a very inteKgent and Te- 
fpedable perfon who had refided fome time at Macao» 
and who appears to be well acquainted with iht difpofi- 
tions and manners of the Cliinefe. Mr. Morrifoii embar- 
ked in Januarji 1 8o7> with the intention of proceeding to 
Canton* 

Mifs. Trans, vol iii p- 4* 



Exirad of a Letter frotn the Mlfftonary^ Brother 
W. ST. Ringeltaube^ to the Treasurer of the 
Mifftovary Society 



Tranquebar» Jan.- 29, i8o;. 
DsAa Sir, 

ON the 1 2th of December, 1804 ; I had the pleafore 
of fending;: you a few lines, via Bengal, in which I men- 
tioned our fafe arrival at this place, Dec. 6. Since this 
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Mn . Vofs hat been removed to another world, and the 
Brethren defttned for Ceylon had fet fail. 

I am now enabled to give you a pretty ezaA account 
of the ftate of matten here« and I am happy to think, 
that it will aflFord you fome fatisfadion. You will nat- 
urally- a(k, what have the Old Miffionaries effeded i 
I anfwcr. much every way. 

I wave what they have done with regard to Europe- 
ans and Portugueze in the country ; and confine my(elf 
to their labours among the Malabars. They have print- 
ed two editions of the Scriptures, of which the Madras 
tranflation by Mr Fabrictus, has the preference, for be- 
ing the more intdigible. Excellent collections of Hymni^ 
Catechifms, Eztrads from rhe word of God ; Religious 
Tradsdie growth of Indian foil ; Tranflations of Aradt, 
Ktmpis, Bunyan, lefs calculated to meet the ideas of an 
Eaft Indian, and therefore lefs known ; Grammars, Dic- 
tion?ytes, and fpelling-Books, have fucceeded the Bible. 
Many good Schools have. been eftablilhodf and if the 
country of Tanjore is not entire^ covert Tttb them ac- 
cordinfj u>;»plan uid '-"-tw by Dr. ^ohn, noting has 
j-rcvcntcd, humanly IpcuLkfjg, %i • \p ^- ' s,o i of fo good 
a v'ork, but 6if nnfcafodrlik rcrjov,-.! <7/Uie late CoTlcft- 
or. The plan, however, fceizu not to be entirely frus-* 
trat'd, a^ifid it &)ay If, thar your MifHonaries will be cal« 
ler upon to take '«.a adive fiiare in it, if willing to be 
thus engaged. Finally,. Congregations of Chriftiana 
both fmail and great have been gathered in different 
parts ; being under the care of European Miffionaries, 
or Country rriefts, and in all thefe congreeations Divine 
Truth ix taught ; its power frequently felt, and its pre* 
cepts followed. The very Heathen have acquired an 
. historical knowledge of the outlines of the Gofpel ; allow 
the fupcriority of our religion, and fecretly defpite, aAd 
negled their own way of worfliip. Were it not for tbc. 
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rich endowments of the temples of Satiiny they woaldi 

1>7 this time, have crumbled into the dull, as fome fmal- 
ler ones hare done already. It is a fa^. that their f acri- 
fices are at prefent much more fcanty than iFormcrly, 

If -the miffionaries have not done more, it U becaufe 
they are too few in nuniber, and alfo becaufe they are too 

'flenderly fupported by fuitable men and pecuniary fup- 
plies from home. Otherwife, no doubt) a greater num- 
ber of Country Priefts might be employed^ every one 
of whom receives a monthly falary of 5, or 6 ftar pago* 
das, and cannot do with lefs if he h^ a f^unily! It is 
true their refources are conQderable in valuable grounds 
and buildings raifed with European money. Bclides 

'their falaries and emoluments, the MifConaries pofieis 
confiderable legacies, left by two of their Brethren, 

>^om the Lord had* bleifed with temporal wealth. But 
notwithftanding thefe helps, their plan^ as. long as it is 
confi?4ed to the prefent means* admits of no further tx* 
tenfion.-* Whether your Miflionarie^ will be capable of 
managing the concerns of the Kingdom of Chriik on a 
more frugal plan, is a problem whkh nothing but ezpe- 
Hence can folve. 

But I muft fliorten my remarb on this fiibjed^ and 
therefore beg leave to wave fom^obfervations on the ap«- 
parent plans of the miffion. T/ie moft prominent feem 
to be, the want of a good Church difcipline, and Chrift- 
ian fellowfhip among tht b^liesrers., toogresit a propor- 
tion of Preachers that are ftrangers to the eneray of the 

. Gofpel ; and laftly, too diri^ an adherence to toe modes 
of an eftablifhment. Notwithftanding thisr^the 0)d 
Mifllon is z noble fabric, whether conGdered ux itftlf, or 
as a ground- work^for a futfire fuperftrudlure. Dr. John 
fays, very propierly, in my opinion, that the Gofpel was 
not more fecurely eftabliflied at Rome after an hundred 
years preaching, than it is. now in India. But this no- 
lle building is at prefent nearly at a &and for want of 
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tiandf. In ten years hence not one of the prefent MiT- 
honaries may be alive, in all human probability. The 
Old ^>ocietyy in Lonii':in, I urd-rftand. have given direc- 
tions to that great Cbri (Han Philosopher, De Luc, at 
Gottmgcn to looic out for MiiEonariei^ and y* -u, at well 
as we> mall rejoice if he finds anv ; let us pray that he 
may. The numerous conffregationw in Jic 6outh, raif« 
ed by Father Gerickc, previous to his death, congrega- 
tionsy which pcrfccution could not (hake, begin alreadr 
to difperle for want of a Shepherd. Thefe cheifiy caU 
for your and our attention, <ind all the Miflivnaries here, 
even our adverfaries in the Gofpel, urge iheni upon our 
moft immediate notice. 

Here I fhould bring in a defcription of our fituation 
in this country ; bpc it would be wafting time, "ikh you 
know all that is favourable ; froin out letter to the Di- 
redors, aswtlias from thatof thetwo Brethren, C. andD. 
G. to me, which 1 take the liberty to encicfe, you will 
learn that fome favourable appearances at Madras buoy 
tip their minds with a lively hope, that much may be 
done there which could not be done hcie, and that ac- 
cording to our written inftrudions, they wnuld not havt 
confidered themfelves as d6iiig their ciiiiy if they had 
not gone hither. As foon as I am fufficiently advan- 
ced in the language, I mean to proceed to the Southward, 
if tbe Lord please, knowinc of what importance for 
our Society it is, that wc ftould meet with a fpeedy 
fuccess ; and there, behold the fields are white for the 
harveft. I could add many reasons for inducing me to 
ftay (during my preparatoty teaton) at this place, and 
all I requeft is, that, if the Madras Miffion turns out 
well, the two younger Brethren ihould have all the 
praise. 

I submit to your wisdom, whether Tranquebar 
would not be an advantageous maritime ftation (such 
a one wemuft have for torwarding letters, remituii- 
ces, &c.) and for preparing young miffiosaries* 



\ 
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It is a healthy, cheap, quiet place* wiiero 
Ifbthing; iviU diftrad their attention from their 
fludies ; where they will meet with real friends 
in all the persons attached to the Million ; where Ger- 
man Brethren (and some German Brethren at lead you 
ffaould from time to time send out) will find teachen 
willing and able to iniiru^ them to their advantage 
from the pureft motives ; and from whence finally they 
will have an easy accefs to any part of the country 
where the Tamul is fpoken. In case you approve of 
toy views, pleale to write two letters. No. i, to Count 
de Schlaielman, Mlnifter to the King of Denmark, and 
Prcfident to the Board of Colj^niel Trade. No. 2^ 
a letter to BifhepBalle, a Biihop .worthy oi his name 
and rank in the Church of Chrift» and head of the 
Mifllonary Board at Copenhagen, fignifying your va- 
tentions and intreating their fanction. 

Thirdly, I also suggeft, that without dehy you fliould 
think of fending out more Miffiboaries hither ; and I 
would entreat you would be pleased to send me the 
two Brethren Wiefinger, and Zwar^ from Berlin i but 
never send a Mifllonary here that is pad thirty ytars 
of agei except he (he uldbe ascholar* ToungBSid ahk men 
are requifite in this country. You might put the two. 
above mentioned Brethren for a year or two in Mr. 
Bogue's excellent Sembary. What he has e£Eefted in 
teaching others, fills me with high efteem for him. Ber- 
lin may furniih fuitable Miiiionar ies for Hottentots and 
Cafifrees^ but the civili7^ed natives of India, require men 
of liberal education, and general knowledge. An ac- 
quaintance with Botany, Mineralogy* &c. will recom- 
mend them highly in this country. 

Please to remember us all in yonr prayers, and pr^sect 
my beft refpe<5ls to all the Oircaiors, especiaUy l>r, 
Haweis ; Mr. Cowie j Rev. Messrs. Burder, Townseinl 
and family ; Meflk. Waugh, Rowland Hill, Mr. Bock 
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and all others who were pleased to take notice of me. 
AiTure them of mj deroudDeb to our commoA caoc. 



I Remain ftc* 

W. T. RINGELTAUBE. 
Miss. Trans. toL ii. ?• A^5' 
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TJ!fe Mijftonaries at Serampore to Mefrs. Cran 

and Desgranges. 



'* ViaV DBAE BaBTHaiN, 



•• FEW letters have given ns more pleafure thaA 
that with which we have been favoured by you* Wc 
congratulate you on your fafe arrival in this country ; 
and dcfire to thank our gracious Loi J, that he has in^ 
clined you thus to devote your lives to his fcrv icci and 
fafcly brought you hither. We truft that he will now 

So before you, and dhtA your way in fuch a manner as 
lall advance his glory and fccure the convex (ion of mul- 
titudes among thefe poor benighted heathen. 

"We accept with the mod fincere pleafure your friend- 
ly offer of correfpondence. and pray God that it may 
be a means of ftreneth'ening eacL other's hands in the 
Lord. Your chriftian franknefs in 'thus feeking a cor- 
refpondence with us, ezciies in our minds the pleafmg 
hope, that no difference of opinion refpe^ing any of the 
ordinances of the Gofpel will be permitted to intennpt 
our chriftian union and fellowfhip. We humbly hope 
that nothing of this kind will ever arife on our part, and • 
beg you to be affured, that youraffedion is returned by 
«s in an equal degree. We intreat then, very dear Brech* 
rtnf that yon will write in the mod frank and uoceferie* 
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rd iranrer, and permit us to participate injotir jofs and 
)'VT oirovs, that by mutual fympathy and mutual 
*.« unf;'., wc may animate each other in the work olthe 
1 Old. We earneftly requeft an intereft in your prayai.. 
'i he fiour from fcven to eight, every Tuefday-morning 
\vc dedicate to fecial fupplication on behalf of the hea- 
iheii in India. Shculd it be fuitable and agreeable to 
c edicate that portion of time to the fame porpofe. the re- 
coLedion that we are joined by dear brethren in the 
fame iyercifc and at the fame infiant (though Providence 
denies us (ht enjoyment of their bodily prefence) may 
often ferve to revive our fpirits and animate our hope. 
The epiitle vith which "we have been favoured by your 
Society, we confider as a frtlh proof of their chrK^tan 
candor towards iis« We cannot but hope that the Lord 
is on his way to fubdue to himftlf not only the h'sathcn. 
in India, but all the nations now groaning under the tj' 
ranny of Satan. May it l)e granted to you and to uft 
fpeedily to behold his victories in the hnd. Amidft 
the difcouragements, with which we muft unavoidably 
meety lei us recoiled, that He who is all-fujicicnt is in- 
finitely more interefted in the work than we are. That 
his prefence may be conftantly with you it the earneft 
prayer of, dear Brethren, yours iii our common Lord. 

March ictbj 1805. 

(Signed by all the Miffionariet.'*) ' 
Mifs. Trans, vol. iu p. 364* 



" Extraafrom the Journal of Mejrs. Cran and 

Dejgranges. 

W E c annot clcfe this journal, dear fathers and breth- 

en, without laying before you the importance of the fitr 

uationin vhick wc aie i laced, and carneftly iiureatiiig. 
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joato fenJ out more MKTi m.nies ro aHil iit. In th« 
town where we redde, there arc above t verity thoufani 
inhab'c mts penOiing for I 'ck o;' kncwl: Jge. Witliin a 
few miles of us on A\ fid.s, tlic: e arc 'lumbcs of iVgt 




place is nearly 
for branching; out into any part (^f the C rc-trs. We 
have hundreds of miles niht and left of i -, vhcre we m i y 
labour with freedom. Beins; on the en!}, and conri'^^ 
Qjd'y cooled by the Am breeze, mnlccs th«i city a I T .-. 
brioas (lation for Miflioaaiics on their finl cr.tr.'n:^ in- 
to the country. A Europ-.in i^oiij; i -.:"> I'lo ia r" v 
of India, immediately after hii .iiiiv tl is lik :ly :-. Ikiv- 
fats conftitution impaired i bu: by having rhe m 'TiOTiary 
ilalion on the coid, they w'W neccffaWly be detained 
there a year or more in learning the langua^Ci wh ck 
will tend to inure them to the clim.itc, without endan- 
gering their health. While they are att lining the lan- 
fi;uagej they may alfo be very ufeful by prcuchin? in 
£ngli(h, teaching fchools, and other miiTi )nary empL^y- 
mentsy which will relieve thofe MiOdonaries, who htve 
attained the language* and enable them to Itinerate 
through, the whole of the Circars ; aTo at Hydrabad, 
Golconda, and Bengalore, where the Telini^a language 
is fpoken. This fpot is not lefs favourable for entering 
the Cattack and Mahratta countries. We underhand 
that there is bat little difference in the languages. The 
Mahratta country appears to us a moil important field 
for miffionary exertions. On this account we rejoice 
tl^it a miffion it about to be eftablifhed at Surat. Our 
oppofite fitoatioos will afford an opportunity for Nfdioi^ 
aries being fent from both ftations into the Mahratta 
country. Theie may mest each other in the center and 
bid God fpeed : it is not many days journey from hence. 
** Glorious things are ipoken of the city of God. 
Zion (hall break forth on tht right hand and or tht» 
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left." When we read the animating profpe^s prefeat- 
ed to US in the facred Scriptures, of uie whole world be- 
coming fnbjeas of Chrift's kingdom* we are Aire that 
we are not (Iraitened in God ; and therefore, it would 
be (inful to be ftraitened tn our ownfouls. We are aware 
that the converfion of the people» in the ezten(i?e coun- 
tries we hope to traverfe^ will not be the work of a day, 
but of years : to accompliHi a work of years the Mis- 
fionary foctety was founded ) and we doubt not, if preA 
ent advantages be embraced with fufficient energy, that 
anany of its members will live to fee the blefled day when 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs (hill ihine with fuch refulgent 
glory on the millions of inhabitants of India, as wholly 
to dilpel the dark clouds of idolatry, which at prefent 
overfhadowthem, to diffufe among them an unfpeaka- 
ble meafiire of the light of the glorious go/pel. But 
more Miffionaries are wanted : oiir narober is fmalL 
While we are laying the foundation, we truft our friends 
in England will not delay to fend out numbers to nufe 
the fuperftructure of a work, in the accompliflinicnt of 
which God the Father, our Saviour, the Holy Spirit, 
and all who bear the image of God, ar^' fu dfitflj inter- 
cfte^. Would to God that all the minifters in oorna- 
the country, the (lodcnts at the different fcminariesi 
and the reltgiuus public, could fee what we fee, and hear 
what we htrar. Fvery man they beheld bowing to a 
(lo:k of ixrood or Oonr, would be an argument to come 
o 'er to In-lia and help us. The horrid noifc of thov- 
fands of idolat'^rs at the celebration of their - feAivals, 
would found like thunder in their ears. ** HaOchafte 
to the help of the Lord againft the mighty," And 
thofe who could not themfelves come, vould have the 
mimber and ardour of their addiefTes to the thrcae of 
grace incrcafed an hundreJ fold. 

** Not doubting but your zeal for the glory cf God 
will actuate you to take our fitiiation into your moft k* 
rioi^s coxirtdcration, and to fv^nd out more labourers int9 
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this promifmg hanreft ; We» with the greateft pleafure, 
dear Fathers and Brethrea, fubfcribe ourfeWes your very 
fincere, very affectionate Brethren, and fellow-laboor- 

crt in Chiift> 

« GEORGE CRAN, 
« AUGUSTUS DESGR ANG ES. 
Mifs. Trans, vol. ii. p. 402. 
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Mr. Palm to the Society. 

Jaffnapatnamf Feb z6^ s 8o6f 

WORTHY BRETHREN IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

THE former letters written to you from the Cape of' 
Good Hope, as alfo from Tranquebar, I hope you have 
received ; I have now the happiitefs to inform you of 
my arrival at Jaffna, the place of my deftinauion. On 
the 21A of July we arrivedi where his Excellency Gover* 
nof Nordihad appointed us to refidc, and. began our 
Miffionary work. 

Without lo£s of time we had began the ftudy of the 
Malabar language at Tranquebar, and refumed it again, 
fince our gracious Lord has brought us to the iong- 
wi(hed for place of our deftination. By the bleffing of 
God, I am advanced fo- far in the Malabar, as to begin 
to fpeak it a little ; and 1 am able to exercife myfelf in 
converdng with fome children, by way of catechizing. 
This method I find very advantageous. 

Asfoon as we are moreperfedi in this language, it- 
is our intention to proceed further, into the interior ep 
the ifland ; either in the diftriA of JhSha or tn tlie War.- 
ny, which is on the borders of the C irgaleze rountry,. 
in order to be entirely amongil the He^^thens. We arr, 
indeed, already furrounded, with native, a well as bap* 
tized Heathens ; but they have become mor^ and mor^. 
depraved, Ance a new Heathen temple (half a ^nile from 
Jaffaapatnam) has been built by a rich Malabar name^. 

Mi 
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Witeling, who hasfpent many thouFands of Rix dollais 
<Mi it| and has there every <lay mufic, daTicingt<suid find- 
ing t and alfo maintattis a great many people aod prie£b» 
both male and femalef who belong to this temple-^ 
This is a great allurement for tkefe people, who are fo 
wrapt up in tbii dtfgraceful folly,, that they wilt not bear 
of another religion, particularly a« the Chriftian religion 
was formerly promoted amongft them in fuch a manner, 
that they were §bUged to adopt baptifro, and were forced 
to pay for that as well as marriage, &c. to the Dutci^ 
mtnifters ; this they did not like, and as they never learn- ' 
ed ihe value of the Gc^pel, it is very natural that in 
their hearts they (hould ftil^ remain Heathens.. I have 
twice travelled in this dtftri6k of Jaffna, about fix or fevw 
en Dutch miles, to look for a place for fixing a Miffion^ 
ftry Sutioa ; by this opportunity I fpoke with the na- 
tives about our holy religion, particularly of the differ* 
ence between true and nominal Chriftians* The Mani- 
Lar, or captain of a village, feemed to be a fenfible man 
andfaid if they were inftrudted in the Chriftfan religion^ 
they fhould think themfelves hippy ; but they had aU 
ways had to pay money to the Dutch priefts, and not 
only to them, but alfo to others, who they brought with 
then ; and added» that their fchoolmafter taught them 
only fome queftions and anfwers, without explaining 
them, and then infhuffced the children to read a little 
Malabar, for which they pay fo much money, and for 
every thing elfe they wanted ; and that all this was a 
hard burden to them. 1 told them by an interpreter, 
that I would not do fo ; but that my intent jon was to 
teach (hem the way of falvation, out of love to my Re^ 
djteiUfT Jefus Chrifl ; and out of love to their fouls which 
Hre detr to him, for that he Oied his blood for the finjs 
of the world 1 and it is his divine will to declare this^ 
thit they may become partakers of his great falvation. 
I^^fdrOittc^ love for this people, and I perceive that they 
api^pjltttcliaed to mz ; they brought ^vrls, eggt, milk^ 
%^tt«kiia.d frttiu; of which t took as much as ^ wanted 
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and paid ^r them ; the reft I returned, and thanked 
them for dieir kindiiefii afliiring them that I was fullf 
iatibfie^ and coutented* I then left them with my heart 
siffeded^ and praying thtt the Lord might bleff the 
mean(, and turn them from darknefi to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God's dear Son. 

Since we h ive been at Jaffrupatnam learning the Mai* 
abar language, we have endeavoured to be ufeful, bj 
the afliitance of God« to the Chrittiant, as much as our 
time and abilities would a£Ebrd. On Sabbath-dajs I 
preach in the Dutch church, once for the Dutch, and 
aui'>ther Sabbath ddj for the German ChrilUans. Ertry 
Tuefday-e\reniAg, I keep a meeting in Dutch, when the 
Chrillians in great num-ier attend ; and every Wednes* 
day 1 h4ve catechizing with children ; and this is a great 
bleding to my owa hearc, as I experience the dirine alt 
fitUnce ; and the aefite of the people is that they may 
hear the word of God, and be faved. Every fink Moo- 
day in the mimtli, we keen the Mifltonary IVayer«meet- 
in;^ i the people alf j art^d in great numbers, and tc it 
accompained with a pirticular bleffing — They acknowl- 
ed^e their great negleft. in that as Chrlftians they hith- 
erto have not fo done their duty, as to edify the Heathen^- 
who fiirround them. 

Mrs. Paim keeps a meeting every Tliurfday, in com- 
pany with fome ladies and feveral female friends ; they 
re^d and confer together, and on Sundays (he has a cate* 
chizing for children of her own fex, relative to the His* 
tory ot the Bible. This is, befides the ftudy of the Mai- 
abjir language, our delightful occapation^-may God 
fo blefs hin word, that many may with us, become par- 
takers of that eternal (aivation, meritei by our dear 
Lord Jefus Chrift^ 

Miis. Trans. voL &^|ii453i 
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ExtraSlfrom the Report of the Direilon. 

IN our laft rq)ort, it was mentioned that Mr- Rin* 
gletaube, who had rcfided chiefly at Tranquebar, in or- 
der to attwn a competent knowledge of the Tamool 
language, had, after much' deliberation, and earneft 
prayer for divine guidance, concluded to go to the king- 
dom of T"vanco"'«> ^^^ ^« Tinerclly country, fbrming^ 
die r«uth weftem extremity of the peninfula ; with a 
view to help the deditute congregations of nominal 
Chriftians in that territory, as well as to attempt ta 
diffiise the knowledge of fsdration amoiig their heathen 
neighbours. 

For the laft fix months, he had been preachine Chriff 
tb multitudes in an Indian tongue ; had travelled up* 
wards of a thoufand miles, from congregation to congre- 
gation ; and baptized many adults, bendes the children 
of profefting parents ; made a journey through Travan- 
core and Cochin ; and with vauch difficulty obtained, 
through the help of an ^nglifb officer of rank, permif-' 
flon from the king of Travancore, to intioduce chriftian- 
ity into his capital and dominions. He had two young 
men under him, whom lie was training for preaching, 
the gofpel, with the moft pleafmg prdfp'.dks of their future 
ufefulnefs y smd, upon the whole, he writes th.n '' he had 
V reafon to blefs the Lord of the harveft that he had gra- 
** cioully owned his feeble labours." He propofes to 
the fociety to build a church, with a dwelling^ house at 
Travancore, the expenf© of which he cftimatcs at only 
\coL fo plentiful are materials, and fo cheap is labour 
iu that country ; and to inftitute a feminary for twelve 
youths to be inftruded and employed when fitted for 
the work : the annual expenf^ of each he ftates at 1 8 (lar 
pagodas, in all, 2i0, equal to 82/. per annum ; and he 
feems to think this a preferable plan: to having mifCon- 
aries from Germany, on account of the time and expenfe 
incurred by the latter, before they can engage in miilio^^ 
ary labours in the native languages. 
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He conceiTei the wild placet and diftrias he has trar- 
ewcd, afcrd more promifing fieldi of miffionarT la- 
boor, than the large towns in i^ch many Europeans 
rcfidc, as their example is banefnl, while the idolatrous 
luperftitions of the natives are more powerfuUr eRab- 
lifted and lengthened alfo, by the Ticious Uves of thofe 
who are chriftians only in name. 

Oar aurfiority, fcnt him laft year, wiU enable him, we 
nope to commence his plan of eftabliOiing a feminary ; 
and we tmft onr next acconnts will conSna our confi- 
dence tn his talents, and exhibit the power and grace of 
God operating by him in the diffufion of the pure gof. 
pel of Chrift in thofe countries, which he has chofen as 
the fcene of his miflionary labours. 

Evan. Int. voL iti. p. 182 

From fbf Chri/iian*s Magasune. 

Nc^-Tork, April a8. 1807. 

On Monday* the twentfeth inft. arrived at this ptace^ 
in the Ship Remittance f'om London, after a psLflage 
or feventy-nine days, the Rev. Meflrs. Morrifon* Le^ and 
Gordoni miiliQnaries from the liondon Mifllonary Soci- 
ety to the Eail Indies . The deftination of the fitrft of 
these Gentlemen is Canton ; of the other two^ who are 
accompanied by their Ladies, Madras. Through the 
goodness of divine Providence, they Have been presenre4 
amidft the difficulties of a moii wearisome and tempes- 
tuous yoyjt^t ; and landed in health and fpirits* 

It is a fiinrce of pure and sacred pleasure, to fee the 
faces of those who pofFefs enough of the spirit of mar- 
tyrdom, to forego all the comforts, which diey might 
enjoy in the bofom of their friends and the lap of 
earthly profperity, for the purpofe of diflufing anciong 
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tlie perifhing Pagans the Knowledge of Jesus and of 
the Rcsurrcd:ion. We, who enjoj^ without intcrraption» 
in the midfl of repofe and of peace ; thegofpel of life 
and immortality» ought to feel our languor Tebuked, ind 
.•urzeal provokedi by fuch praise-worthf examples^ 



A Letter from the Revrend Mr. Morrison^ late 
Mijtonary in China y to Mr. Raljion. 

^ang Tung^ IXec. 30, 180^; 

DEAR 311^9 

1 FORWARD to you, by favour of Mr. Latimer, a 
few lines, mentioning my safe arrival at Canton, andtlie 
reception I met with. The Lord appeared for me and 
opened a door with less difficulty than I, or my dear 
friends, anticipated. As I there mentioned, I have had 
some affiftance from a native who is attached to the 
Komifh Church, and who i^, if I am rightly informed, 
their agent (i.^.of the miffionaries ) at mis place. His 
name is Abel Yen Pwoin Ming. I have nothing to ap- 
prehend fronoi Abel. But the Portuguese clergf at 
Macao have become alarmed, and have, in tlie opinioa 
of feveral gentlemen here, written up to Pekin ere this 
time, refpeding me ;. so that if the miflionaries there 
have influence enough, the probability is, that they will 
obtain an order for my removal from the empire. I am 
not however diftrefled about the future, *' the Lord will 
provide/' If obliged to leave [this place^ I purpose to 
leek a refidence on the Island of Penangi among the 
thousands of Chinese who are there. 

My opportunities of learning the language are 
Call as many, or more than I expedted to enjoy. 

I continue with Mr Milner, to whom you favo«re<* 
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lae with a Utter of intrnduAion. I fliall, howcTer^ ia 
the course of ti^o or three days' time, begin to hoard 
ibyfelf in a plainer way than in the family on ac- 
count of the very heavy expense of a refidence in this 
•C.iuntry. 

The o>j. & before us, dear fir. in ihis attempt, is very 
great an«i important. Three hundred milUonsof men» 
2\ the lapse of eighteen cencuries, are without the book 
ot* God in their native tongue ; and these three hundred 
miUions speakirig the same larguage. 

I saw, a few moruings ago, a French miffionaryi 
Mnni. de le BifTachre, who is lately from Ton^uin. 
He has redded in that country eighteen years during 
which time he says there have been three persecutions of 
Che chriftiane, the number of whom he eftimates to be 
260,000. 

. Mons. Richiney, who, two years ago, was ordered 1% 
leave the empire of China, has now obtained permiffion 
to remain in Canton as '* procureur'^ to the miilion at 
Pekin. Itissaidyl don't know with what truth, that 
some persons in the charader of miflionaries are ezped- 
ed out from France. 

Sometimes pray for me, my dear ftr, and permit me 
to say that I am, with chriftian regard, your's in the 
faith of our Loi d Jesus. 

ROBERT MORRISON. 
Evan. Int. vol. iv. p. 238. 



M'^ionary Society. 
Vizigapataniy Eafi Indies. 

I.H our laft we mentioned the much lamented death 
of Mr George Cran, who together with Mr. Des Gran- 
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ges, was fettled at Vizigapataun. His lofs is mo^ sen- 
Ottfly felt by his surviving brciher, who had bimfclf : . ea 
feverely afflidled witha iiver coortpt'iint He was bet'- 
ter when he wrote laft ; but mar.y aapleasanr fvinp* 
toms proved that the disorder was not ^adiciited. 

We rejoice that he has derived much sdiiiinnce from 
Ananderayer^ the converted Bninmin He joined the 
miflion on the 28th of May, 1808. * {.his evemng/ says 
the Journal, * Ananderayer> his wifr, and aiiothet r.^rive 
chriliian» fat down to fnpper with the mifCcn famiij* 
Before fupper h e offered up a tharJcfgiving to Gch\, and 
prayed very fervently that the diftinction of ca^ might 
be univerlally aboUfhedi and that all the heathen might 
be brought with one heart to glorify God.' 

By a letter, dated January 20, 1 809, the following 
appears to have been the ftate of the tr^bofladoB of the 
fcriptures into the Telicga knguage: 

* The gofpels of Matthew and Luke are complete in 
manufcript, and have gone through the Srft corrcftion* 
The gofpels of Mark and John are begun. I have new 
fouz Brahmins engaged in this service. Ananderayer 
takes the lead among them in aflifting me ; the others 
are all tranicribers. 

This work has been impeded lately by the absence 
of Ananderayer, who has been on a miffionary tour for 
three months to the fouthward ; during vliich time he 
preached the gofpel to great numbers* lAo Iward the 
word gladly. His wife was baptifed three months ago. 
I am happy to fay that ihe increafes in dhrine knowl- 
edge, and that her conversation is as becometh the gofpel. 
In (hort, (he is an ornament to her profeffioo. She is 
under the daily tuition of Mts. Des Granger 

•There are fevcral other natives inquiring after the 
good way, who are all under a course of religious in- 
ftruaion. The young people in the fcbools have ad?anc« 
cd much in religious knowledge. 

Fmally, brethreui pray for me, that I nuqr be htft 
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faiihAil, to my work, and thatrmay seethe .^.r^? ot li.e 
Lord levcaled in the conveifion of the tlotx.LJ. it 
idolaters around me. heed noeic roiflionaiie^ to thi:; 
part of the world. I lament that Ganjam, Chicacr^!:*, 
Rajimuudry, and MaAiiapatam, which are inch clij;;-^ ]i 
£eld4 for mifTionary exertions, are entirely c\:!titucc of 
the light of the gofpel. In all thefe the 'i'c'inga V^w 
guage prevails ; and, by the preaching ol the goi( 1 
and the ditiribution of the fcriptures, I nope they wi)L 
fooh become as Eden, — as the garden of the Lord. An- 
. anderayer and his wife fend their refpeds, and leg yoi: to 
pray for them. 

AUGUSTUS DES GR ANOl , ' 

Mr* iDes Granges has commanicated eztradj of let* 
ters from his dear brother Cran, written durirg iii* jf«iir« 
&«y. They will be peiused with a moarnfu) plsaiur?, 
as they prove how much the work of the L»rd tc £i:.ii 
ed on his heart to the very laft. The lo&t cf such a 
man is gieatly to be lamented ; but fubmiflion :r rh? 
great iJifpofer of all events becomes us. 

' Chicacole, Dectmbci ^. ib^.^^. 

* I am ibrry to (ay that this leaves me iAa f-.a:. (^ate* 
Wh^ I arrived at ColapoUam ,1 felt myfeii con^dera- 
bly better, but my bdwels in a bad date. However, I 
was able to go into the village in the evening, and ad* 
drefs die poor heathen. They h^d killed a cow to odTer 
in fact ifice, which ledmetofpeak of a morevaluitbleioi- 
crifice* They rejoiced to hear ; and 1 «ras ccnllraiaeJ 
to pray that God would fpare nr.y life H little longer, 
that Imay enjoy the pleafure of proclaiming the £:;cd 
news. I find this does me good ; but ftiU I feel j^hac 
I un unwilling to communicate. I leav^ jii to 
God.' 

N ■' 
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« Chatterporc, December 17, 1808, 

* I hope ycu viU pfCfl: me to adore the God of all 
fsiMt for recovering me fo far, when 1 afTure you that 
in -)e-j vii>^ Oicacole I did not expedb to reach this place : 
1 even sx.pt fted to die before 1 got to the place of cn- 
can*pnKrr. God orders all things ; and to Him be all 
praiK ! i have had much converfation with the natives, 
»t leall once or twice every day ; and fometimes with 
confidcrable numbers of both fexes. In fhort, I have 
fpcnt mary pleafant hours with them, and found m?ny 
dtifirou'- to !r:ar more of the gofpel. Travelling atf <rag 
the natives, and proclaiming the good news of falvation, 
is certainly delightful work/ 

* Chatterpore, December 20. 
' I am much better, though my cough gives me a 

hrcle trouble occafionally. On fabbath k read prayers 
and preached to a large congregation in the court- 
houfe. It is very defurable that a miflionary might be 
ftaiioned here/ 

* Chatterpore, December ai. 
' Yob will be happy to hear that my health is much 

improved. We^ are not deftitute of friends even in this 
remote corner ; and I am heartily glad I undertook the 
trip on mai.y s^counts i but you muA vifit this place and 
the furrounding country. I wifli the brethren (meaning 
Gordon and«Lee) were arrived, that we might have an 
opportunity of travelling among the natives/ 

This was the; laft letter he wrote to Mr. Des Granges. 
In fiAtc^n days^ter this, he departed to his heavenly 
reli ; and bis works of love will folk)W him. His re* 
mains were interred in the burying place at Chicacole» 
January 6, 1809^ 

Evan. Int. vol. iiL p. 585. > 
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ExtraSi from the Report of the Dlrc^ors of the 
Miffiorary Society^ to their eleventh meetings held 
i/i London on the 8th y gth^ ^ xoth^ of May. 

THE Diredtors carnedly pray thut the grcit Heil 
of the church would inclm: ihi he tris of others id c : 11 .- 
forward \ they alfo look to chrilli.in focieties, a 1 I on ih?s 
occalion, efpecially, to evanireVjcal fcminnriei, f^r pj;-- 
foris, who to the raJicil qu ilinzati mi of a vd '«1 ,n .17^ 
unite a ficiiity in the acq-aifuiiM «)f* 1.iu:5.ki*;c^» la ' v/n > 
in;iy thus bt peculiarly ti ced for a iervice lb di.lnijiii h- 
cd and iiftfu! in thi chriii.in cnurch 

The fociety, diliroiis of lyiiu^i.-j t't^tlre rnlTi ias with 
tried md ftblc i'ltlra.nmts, liavc, f )r fomc years pilt, 
filpf^ced a number of young men at the feminary at 
Gofporti under the tuition of our highly valued brother, 
Mr. Bogue. To this eiViblifhu'nt we owe fome of th :)f? 
miffionaries which arc alrea iy go.ie f^rth to the ::c.i; 1- 
en,and of whofe talents and piety we form the null f ivoar- 
ablejudgnnent. Vhe. Diredors regret iliuchthit Ht f.-.vr 
perfons nave hitherto oiFered thimfelves as candidates 
for miilionary fervices, cfpecially whiu the great advan- 
tages which this feminary offers, as preparatory to the 
work, are fo eafy of accefs. From the fmall number of 
young men, in this fchool of the prophets, it pleafed 
the Lord to deprive us of one, a few months fmce. Nf r. 
Owen, a promifmg and devoted miffioniry, wasfddden- 
fy removed by death, at the clofe of a day, which, as 
ufual had been employed in ufeful (Indies and exertions. 
The Diredors lament their lofs, and entreat the Lord 
to repair it by the introduction of others equally pious 
and devoted. There are now at Gofport ) only fix ftu- 
den€s : thefe, however, are diligently engaged in appro- 
priate ftudies and fome of them will focn be at liberty 
:o enter upon the great work. 
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It Would afford the nioft cqrdial fatisfadion to the 
Dlredors, to fee a larger number of godly' men offering 
themfelves to the fervice of our adorable Saviour, in the 
extenfion of his kingdom, among ihe heathen. From 
the number, the piety, and the zeal of our congrcga* 
ifons, it might have been expedted that many, very ma- 
ny, would have become candidates for this honourable 
work, yea many more than the focicty could poffibly em- 
ploy ; but they ftill find the labourers few, though the 
harveft be plenteous : they not only jf)in with ail their 
fellow chiiftians, in^ imploring the Lord of the harve((» 
n »orc copiously to pour out his Holy Spirit on tho chprch- 
'•-s, powerfully c«nllraining a hofl of willing labourers to 
4'ay, " Here are w.-, fend us;" buttheyalfoeariicftly re- 
commend it to tbsir reverend brethren to encourage and 
(limulate, by ihetr animated exhortations and tniffionary 
f^^rvor, perfons in their connexions, of piety and talent?* 
to come forward to the help of ihs Lord againft the 
^*[|[^^^79 ^or they are affured that it is not fo much a 
want of zeal as a want of information oa this head that . 
keeps them back ; and that a proper reprefentation of 
the great variety of countries in which the gofpel is need- 
ed, to which eafy accefs may be obtained, where protec- 
tion may be expelled, and where the profpeA of fuccefs 
is flittering, would incline many to prefs to the work, 
efpectally when they are informed that in the mtffinnary 
feminary, they may probably acquire that degree of fit- 
nefs for the work, an apprehenfion of the want of which, 
at prefent, operates as a difcouragement, and keeps them 
back. 

EvaU: Int. vol. ii* p. 24a 
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Addnjs of the American board of Commiffioners 

for Foreign Mtffions. 

. The American Board of CommiiHoners for Foreign 
MfiffionSf folicit the ferious and liberal attention of the 
cbriftian ptibiic. 

The Redeemer of men, who, although ^< he was rich, 
for our fakes became poor," juft before he afcended up 
on hiji^h to gire gifts unto men, gave it in fpecial ch.irge 
to bis difciples to " go into all the world, and preach 
the gofpel to every creature." Almoft eighteen centuries 
have pafTed away iince this charge was delivered, and yet 
a great proportion of our fello\<' men, ignorant of the 
gofpeUare ^* fitting in the region and fhadow- of death.'' 
Tlie promise, however, is fure, th it the Son " (hall hiye 
the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermod parts 
of the earth for his pofFeilion," and that the world ''fhall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.'* 
The loiig expefted day is approaching. The Lord is 
(baking the nations ; his f ricn Is in different parts cf 
Chriftendom are roused from theirilumbers; and unpre* 
cedcnted exei tions are making for the fpread of divine 
knowledge, and the converfiou of the lidtions. In our 
country, the miflion^ry fpirit is ex:i:cd, and much has 
already been ^one for imparting the goip*?! to the de(^i- 
cute in our new and frontier fettlements. But for the 
millions on our owncontinent, and in other paits of the 
world, to whom the gofpel has never been preached we 
have yet thofe exertions to mike, wliich corpport* 
with the Saviour's emphaticAl direiJlions, and 
our diftingailhed advantages for promoting the 
great dbjcdl, for which he came dowa from 
Heaven audlabouied and fuiFercd. A new scene, with 
u>, is now opening* It is afcertained that feverai ynung 
men, of good reputation for piety and talents, under la- 
cred and deep imprelFiDns, hold themselves Uevoted for 

N2 
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life to the fervice of Gody in the gofpel of his Soir^ «^ 
mong the deftitute« and are ready to go into any part of 
the unevangelized world, where providence (ball open 
Jthe door for theii miflionary labors. Is not this a diyine 
intimation of fomething great and good ? And does it 
not csdly with impreflive emphafis, for general attention 
and exertion ? In the preTent ftate of the #orld| chriftian 
miflions cannot be executed inthout pecuniary fcpport. 
Shall this support be wanting? When miUiMisareper- 
ifliing for lack of knowledge, and young difciples of the 
Lord are waiting, with ardent defiro to carry the gofpel 
of falvation to ubem ; (hall those millions be left to per- 
iih, and that ardent defire be difappointed? Istheretthen, 
in thofe, who are favoured with the gofpel> the famemindj 
that was in Chrift, when he freely gave his own Uood 
for the redemption of men ? Should not this refledion 
come home to the hearts of the rich, and of all who, 
by die bounty of the Saviour, have it in their power to 
contribute even their mites, for the falvation of thofe 
for whom he died ! 



Field for Miffionary Exertions^ 

THE hanreft truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
£fW : pray ye therefore the Lord o{ the ha^veft that he 
wQlfend forth labourers into his harveft. Mat tx. 37t 38* 

Such zi are but little acquainted with geography, or 
who have not attended particularly to the population of 
our globe|. can form but an incompetent idea of the evils 
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fin has produced, and of the loud call for fervent fop- 
plications and vigOHiUs exertion. The fubfequent ftatc- 
ment* it is belie ?ed, is fo fax from being extraVagant* 
tibat if error exifts it will be found in its deficiency and 
not in its excefs. 

HEATHEN OR PAGANS 
for the moft part worfliippers of idoU » of priefts, of the 
hcaTcnly bodies, &c. 

IN ASIA. 



Places.^ 

Samoctda; 

Kamtscatkai 

JapaOf 

Adjacent Ifles, 

New Holland, 

New Zealacd 

New-Irelandt 

The Friendly, 

Sandwich) 

Pelew, 

Society, 

Kurile, 

The niillippine idands. 

The Calamines, in which are fome 

catholics. 
Hither India, 
Tibet, 
Hindoftan, 
Ifle of Ceyloo, 
New Britain, 
New Guinea, 
New Ctledonia^ 



'l> lilands, 



J 



Inhahitanis. 
1,900,000 
9o6,ooe 
10,000,000 

4if55»ooo 
1 3,000,000 

I, f 40,000 

2)Ooo,ooa 



1,300,000 



150,000 

250,000 

50,000,000 

10,500,000 

i io,ooo,coo 

2,000,000 

700,000 

950,0c Q 
2C0,CCO 






"X 



*J0 
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Maldivesy 
Java, 
Borneo, 
Timor, 
Sumatra, 
Celebes, 
' Boutam, 
Pullo Lout, 
Molucca, 



Iflands in fome of which dbcre are 
many Mahometans. 

1 7,ooo;boo 



aa6| 951,000 



\ 



Total in Afia, 
IN AFRICA, 

Negroland, 

Congo^ 

Loango, 

Benguela, 

Angola, 

Mataman^ 

Ajan, 

Zanguebari 

Monoemugi> 

Sofala, 

Terra de Natair 

Caffraria, 

Ifle of St. Thomas, 

Madagascar, 

Total in Africa, 

IN AMERICA. 

ChUi, 

Paraguay, 

Amazonia, 

Peru 

Terra Firma 

Of negroes in a ftate of heathenismi 
The Little Antilles, contain 
l*he Bahamans, 



18,000,000 

^,000,000 

a,ooo,ooo 

i,8eK>^ooo 

I, 500,000 

2,000,000 

2,500,000 

3,500,000 

2,000,000 

1,000,000 

2,000,000 

2,506,000 

lOjOCO 

1 ,500,000 
42,310,000 

ij,ooc,oce 

2,000«000 

10,000,000 
8,500,co« 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 

150,000 
22,000 
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The Great Antilles, 


500)000 


The Carribees and other iflands, 


400,000 


Guiana, 


3,000,000 


Terra Magellanca, 


9,000,000 


Old Mexico, 


1 4,000,000 


New Mexico, 


15*000,000 


Pagans north of the United States 


3,000,009 


Weft of the Miffifippi, 


4,000,000 


Cumberland's ifles, 


10,000 


Madre di Dios, 


8,000 


Terra del Fusgo, 


5,000 


Total in America, 


»^3»395»ooo 


Of thofe who revere the falfe proph2t 


Mahomet, and 


who are captivated with t he errors 


of the Koran, 


there ar^ : 




IN Euaops. 




Tttikcjr. 


10,000,000 


The Tartaries, 


3,000,000 


Ifles Tenedos, Negro'pont and Lemnos 


\ 40,000 


Other iflands in the Archipelagc 5c Mediter. 800,000 


Total in Europe, 


12,840,0000 


IN ASIA. 




Turkey in Afia, 


20|000,ooa 


Perfia, (fed of Ali) 


3 0,000^000 


Arabia, 


1 7,000)000 


Great Tartary, 


30,000,00c 


Ifle of Maldives, 


100,000 


Iflc of Boutam, 


8o,coo 


Scattered tlirough the Indies, 


10,000)000 


Scattered through the Afiatic ifles. 


2,000,000 


. Total in Afia, 


101,180,009 


IN AFRICA. 




Egypt, 


3,000,000 


Nadia, 


2,500,000 


Slates of Barbary, 


3,ooo»ooo 


^iledul^ered, 


^^000,OOQ 



I5S HYMN. 

Zaare, Soo»tH>o 

Total in Africa^ 109300,000 

Vaft numbers of Jews are icattered through Europe 
Afiay and Africa, and a few through North and South 
America, on whom, when Moses is read the vail refteth 
even to this day. 

The above ftatement is drawn chiofiy from a wq^k 
publifhed by Dn Carey, in the year 1792, entitled ** An 
Inquiry into the obligations of chnftians to ufe means 
for the converfion of che heathen." It has been correft- 
ai as far as practicable by the works of geographers, 
travellers and navigators who have written fmce that 
time. Pan. vol. i. p. 556. 



Tt^e Mi/ftonaries^ Farewell. 

KINDRED, and friends, and naliveiand* 
How (hall we fay farewell ? 
How, when our fwelUng fails expand. 
How wUl our bofoms fwell ! 

Yes, nature, all thy foft delights. 
And tender ties we know. 
But love more ftrong yian death uxutct 
To him that bids us go. 

Thus, when our every paffion moved, 
The guihing tear-drep darts j 
The cause of JESUS, more beloved, 
Shall glow within our hearts. 
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The Gght we breathe for precious lonlti 
Where he is jet unknown» 
Might w«ft ui to the diftaot poles, 
Or to the bumiog zone. 

With the warm wi(h our bosoms fwell. 
Oar glowing powers expand; 
Farewell, tlien we can fay farewell f 
Our friends, our natire land ! 



Farewell to the Miffionaries^ 

SOVEREIGN, of worlds ! difplay thy pow*r, 
Be this thy Zion's favor 'd hour ; 
Bid the bright morning liar arife. 
And point the nations to the skies. 

Set up thy throne where fatafi reigns. 
On Afric's fhore on India's plains ; 
On wilds and continents unknown— 
And be the universe thine ovm ! 

Speak — and the world (hall hear thy ToicCfi 
Speak — and the deiisru fhall rejoice ! 
Scatter the {hades of moral night ; 
Let worthlefs Idols flee the light i 

Trufting in him, dear brethren, rear 
The gofpel. ftandard void of fear : 
Go feek with joy youl deftin'd fhorCf 
To view your native land no more. 
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Yes— -Chriftian Heroes !— go— proclaim 
Sal?ation through IMMANU£US aame; 
To India's clime the tidings, bear^ 
And plant the R.ok of Sharon there. 

He'll fhield you with a wall of firet 
Witli flaming zeal jour breafts infpire } 
Bid raging winds their fury ceafe> 
And hufh the tempeft into peace. 

And when our labours all are o'er, 
ll^en we (hall meet to part no' more ; 
Meet with thd blood-bought Ju'ohg \o fa]l> 
And crown our Jcsus» Lord of all T 



THE END. 
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